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INTRODUCTION. 



The following sketches were aU drawn from life. 
They lay claim to no merit in composition^ beyond 
that of offering — so far as they go — a faithful 
delineation of Portuguese manners^ customs^ and 
character. The author has been careful only in 
observing a rigid adherence to facts ; and to the 
respectable and unprejudiced British residents in 
Portugal who are acqumnted, however superfi- 
cially^ with the habits of the people^ he appeals 
yn^ confidence to corroborate the truth of his 
pictures. 

In apology for the literary defects of the pre- 
sent volume^ the author has not a syllable to say : 
— except that no one can be more senable of those 
defects than himself. But he has ventured to 
believe^ that an intimate knowledge of a subject 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

might be considered to redeem numerous imperfec- 
tions of method and style ; and he will be forgiven 
for having felt, that he at least possessed some 
superior qualification$ for his task> Over writers 
who, after a mere residence of a few months, 
weeks, or even days atli&bon, have without hesi- 
tation undertaken to describe all the peculiarities 
of the people and country. To enable the reader 
to judge of the opportunities thus enjoyed, by the 
author, of long and intimate communication with 
Poytuguejse society, he shall take leave to state in 
a. few words ^the position in which he stood with 
th^l nation. 

At the age of twenty, and in the year 179S, 
■the author entered the Portuguese civil service 
^ud; 9onidimed in itpp to 1804: when, unable any 
longer to resist the torrent of intrigue to which 
every foreigner in that service is subjected, he 
quitted for a time both his adopted country and 
.profession. -But, in 1809, an advantageous situa- 
,tion beting' offered tp him in the victualling de- 
jp^rtment of ;tit^e British » army then in -Portugal^ 
^h^ return^^d to, that kingdom^ with advantagejs 
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mTRDDUCTION. VU 

{X)ssessed by few of his nation:— ra good know- 
ledge of the languagie and the people. It is prind^ 
pJEiUy from the later experience of tins seccmd 
residciice of many y^rs^— whidi tehninated only 
at a recent period, — that he has attempted to 
describe the state of society in PortugaSi. The 
disgust (mce promked in his miad by unjust 
treatment ha^ long subsided ; and he is conscious 
rather of partiality for, ihan prejudice against^ 
the Portuguese and their country^ 

To most of the scenes mentioned^ the author 
was hhnself an eye witness : — but all of th^m are 
either in themselves so well known in the country, 
or must at least be so familiarly recognized there 
as characteristic, that the author feels, however 
extraordinary some^f his desciiptions may appearj 
no apprehension that thdr authenticity <aan be 
questioned. But if the reader be sceptical, let 
him refer to any one wiho has resided in Portugal. 

As the author had at first no other intention 
than thaf; of illustrating his few drawii\gs by ahert 
MS. notices, the volume, into which these have 
a2 
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ym INTRODUCTION* 

gradually swelled^ can boast, he fears, of little 
cbnnectioa or order ; and, as he has had no dispo^ 
sition to ii^ct a longer work on the world, much> 
he is kware, has been left unsaid on the customs^ 
of the Portuguese in private life. ^ But he regrets 
this omission the less that the subject has been 
noticed by others ; and he has preferred rather 
to confine himself to topics> which have been alto*^ 
gether neglected by former writers. 

Regarding two subjects into which he has en- 
tered, the author desires, however, to be permit- 
ted to offer a few words of explanation in the 
outset. The fair authoress of some late Letters 
from I*ortugal * has in her preface declared her 
principle, that ^' the whole truth should not 
always be told :" — a principle folly justified, in her 
^case, by the sensitive and delicate feelings which 
are the sweetest charm of her sex. But upon the 
male observer in that country, a similar obligation 
of silence cannot in an equal degree be imposed. 

* Lidboam the y^ard 1821, 1822> and 1823» ByMa-* 
mane BaiUie. 
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He musi witness many scenes which the delicacy 
of an Englishwoman will be spared; he may 
tnar\ many things, from which she would shrink 
with aversion and shame ; and he can without im-^ 
propriety enter into details of habits and circum- 
stances, to which modesty will not even permit* 
Jier to allude. Of the customs of a country like 
Portugal, no delicate Englishwoman can be a full 
and exact reporter ; — and the author trusts that; 
the most fastidious reader will not be offended at 
delineations of manners, which are more gross 
than the sketches of a female hand, only because 
they are verily in the same degree more faithfuL 

' The author's second point of explanation re- 
lates to a more serious theme* When, the Pro- 
testant Christian visitsr Portugal, he is hourly 
shocked by witnessing the conversion of all the 
bdliest associations of his faith, into objects of 
gross and debasing superstition, senseless mum^ 
mery, and atrocious fraud. Our reverence for 
sacred things revolts from their ei^Jhibitipn in ludi- 
crous colours — still more in bla^phem6us distor- 
tion ; and, unless justified by the object^ even th^ 
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relatiott of the fact repeats the offence. It is pro- 
bably from some feeHng of this kind^ that the fair 
writer above alluded to has formally interdicted 
herself from entering mto any particulars of the 
state of religion in Portugal. But the author of 
the following pages has judged otherwise of the 
duties of ki^ office. At a period like the present^ 
when the militia of the Papal Church have dan^ 
geroiisly renovated their activity, they must be 
encountered by exposure. The Roman Catholic 
citizens of these islands merit, perhaps, no re** 
proach fo|r the attempt to remove their civil dis^ 
abilities ; but when the champions of their cause 
endeavour to make light of the distinctions of the 
reformed ^th, as an argument for the purity of 
their own, it is right that the Protestant should 
be empowered to judge for himself of these differ-^ 
ences* Nor can this be done more effectually than 
by exposing the abominations of the Romish 
ereed, and the conduct of its ministers, in a coun- 
try where both have unbounded away. With this 
view, and satisfied of the sufficiency of his object, 
the author has entered boldly, broadly, and fully 
ifeto the subject. He holds himself accountable 
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INTRODUCTION. xi 

neither for the gross absurdity nor the blasphem- 
ous impiety of the ceremonies which he is called 
upon to describe : but, sincerely attached to the 
pure and reformed faith of this happy land, he is 
anxious utterly to disclaim any design of indecent 
levity, and earnestly to deprecate the probability 
of his motives being mistaken. 

It only remains for the author to add, that the 
drawings in the present volume are all by him- 
self : — with the exception of the three which treat 
of military and civil executions. Those were 
given to the author by a gentleman who had re- 
ceived them as a present from a British officer, an 
eye witness to the facts of which they are de- 
scriptive. The author felt the more happy at this 
valuable acquisition, from the circumstance of his 
being able to vouch for their accuracy, he also 
having been present in the very same scenes ; and 
he trusts that their insertion in this little work 
will only be viewed by that officer (if it should 
ever meet his eye) as a testimony of the author's 
esteem for his talents. 
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CHAPTER L 



COSTUMES OF LISBON, 



As the nature of the following sketches does not 
restrict me to the observance of any particular 
arraiigement, I shall indulge my caprice by at 
once setting my reader down in the streets of 
Lisbon^ and introducing him to the group in the 
accompanying plate. In describing these goodly 
personages, I shall take them in the order in which 
they stand, from left to right, with the exception 
of the monk, whom I shall speak of lastly, having 
more than one word to say about him and his fra- 
ternity. 

The woman, who is sitting cross-legged holding 
a distaff and spindle in her left hand; and fanning 
her earthen stove (fogareiro) with her right, is 
a chesnut-roasting damsel, in the vicinity of whose 
post are generally to be seen some lounging gal- 
legos waiting there for employment, owing to the 
facility offered them of lighting their segars at her 
coA fire. There is nothing very particular to be 
said respecting these females, further than that no 
people in the world roast chesnuts half so well. 

B 2 
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4 MARINE SOLDIER. 

The soldier^ who is seen igniting his paper- 
wrapped segar, belongs to the corps of marines. 
They are the most misoldier-like troops in tht 
country, the privates being composed chiefly of the 
scum of Lisbon: undersized, puny, awkward-look- 
ing fellows, who have been rejected in the enlist- 
ments made for the fine corps of the line. Neither 
their uniform nor tactics underwent any change 
during the late war, owing to their never having 
been under that influence which worked such 
wonders of amelioration in the army. They can 
.nevertheless boast of having amongst them several 
officers of no small merit: particularly colonel the 
Chev. F* • • ?, a man of excellent abiUties and of 
highly cultivated mind, to whom Portugal, and I 
may say the whole of civilized Europe, is iiidebted 
for the best surveys of the coast of that country. 
I have also learned from an officer, who formerly 
was personally acquainted with the chevalier, that 
he has very properly been entrusted with the di- 
rection of the studies of the college of nobles, and 
with the charge of the military archives of the 
country. 

Next in scenic order to the marine, comes the 
gallego (water-carrier) : a class of people so much 
extolled by many of our countrymen who have 
visited Lisbon, for their great honesty and general 
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good ch«i^ter. Had this eulogy^ been attempted 
in any otheir maimer than by drawing comparisoim 
betwixt them and the loWer orders of Porttguese; 
I should have said nothing to tiie coqii^ary ; but 
as it has beenldone to the g^eat injury and.depre^ 
ciation of the latter^ I shall endeavour to 8hew> 
that if !tihe Portugue£ie rabble have their vices, thiey 
are iK>t likely to improve by the importation of 
their GaUician naghbours, who are perhaps lesj» 
squeamish in the commisdon of enolmous crimen 
than the natives theinsie^ves. ^Lest I should be 
suspected .of saying .this> merely for .the sake, of 
contradicting those who have lauded them to the 
skies, I shall proceed to cite a few instancies in 
support of what I have advanced, and shaU more^ 
over shew that the humility which they all ^^bit 
in public, even when insulted and maltreated, is 
nothing m^re than the eflfect of their servile occur 
pations, and that they are in reality as vindictive 
and as choleric in their temperwient as most in-r 
habitants of warm climates. 

They have been described as executing with 
unequalled fidelity and exactness, whatever busi- 
ness they may be employed in : I agree perfectly 
with their eulogists, and will add that they axe 
very devout catholics, 

A gallego was sent for by a fidalgo, who aware 
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6 «ALLEQ08» 

bf his MeSAjy tmlKerthehed his imnd to Uib by 
saying that a certain mdividual was ohtioxicnit to 
Misu The good^'uatured gallego understood the 
Iffnt ; the price agreed upon was a moidore; a&d 
Senhor M^dea declared that his exodQency^a 
enemy shcmld not witness llie setting of the s«l 
The fidalgo rose from his seat, embraced his Oai^ 
lieian friend with rapture, and insisted <m his 
partaking of some " vacea com arros'* on wfaidi 
he was just dining. Mendes recdied with horrw 
at the proposition, and eatclaimed, '* Your excel* 
lency little knows my principles if be conceives me 
capable of eatii^ beef on a Friday**^ 

I was walking one day throngfa die Largo do 
Corpo Santo, and observed a multitude of people 
stopping their noses vdtfa thdor handkercMefii^ and 
looking towards a comer house, under the vdn* 
dows of which the police had placed a line of 
burning pitch barrels, with a view of pui^^g the 
a», which was strongly impregnated vrtth *the 
miasma arising from the carcase of an unfortunate 
foreign charlatan, the soi-disant Baron de R It 
appeared that Tm/aitJ^td gallego, together with 
1^ soldier of the — — regiment, had been employed 
to murder him for the moderate price of about a 
pound sterling each. They were soon detected, 
and as soon liberated, by the mtercst of a female 
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nlafiim t>i Urn luttor^ wIm^bm a kkp^moAtiAti 
iiie ^oiifessor fx> the " ■■ ■ ■■ i'"" .iMmlyi. . 
' A few yeoit prariow to the wgamiss&m of the 
{M>li00 cflvdry and in^oitry by the Count de Noh 
tiofi^ (eti offlceir of great merit, and tvho^ ettyd 
laioinent Jivi&g u a oemer of Br^;aiiji^ mf^taSL 
If ihoee (tf "wbiom be deserves a better recomi 
fense) l&e nufaber df4rtwdtieii eoomijited at ill 
hxmtt^ of tl^ dajr excited a& order of govermiient; 
pnbilntmg tlie carrying jd»ottt any specaeB of ilmuK, 
and empowering the ^civil pairols' to stop and 
eennder as miirderen any wto should be foimdto 
hifrjnge tfab law« ^ 

An unfertiinate man of godd tosiAly, returning 
home item playing a rubber of ca^ko^ liady owi!% 
to the loneliness of hiis road^ provided himself with 
a rapier^ which he iodk care to hide under his ea^ 
pote. He had proceeded about half "wsy, when 
he was attacked by <»ie of those pests of the Lis^ 
ben streets, a large dog. He naturafly drew his 
sword in self-defence, and sheathed it in his ene^* 
iny's entrails. At that ui&c^y moment, the pa- 
trol appeared at -the eomw of tte street; and 
the gentleman, apprehending the consequ^iees of 
heing fotind with arms upon hkn, hastened to 
conceal Imnsdf. The guardians of the night, oIk> 
t»rring one who had the appearance of wishing to 
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kfcad. tlikB,:folfi>iied faim quickly ; r upon^ whtck.bft 
slunk into a corladiii*^ -groped abo«it in tibe dark^ 
mid ascended' th^staubaad t<^ the firatfloor, wbere 
he foabd a ddor npoh tbejar' which gam) way.M 
Iu8.t0ucli.i iXixfareind fear pnsmpted hhn to:enfem 
iJoA iQ^: and coiiceal hinifielf; i& ! a corner^ jif itr 
In ttiba n^aawfaile ..tfae^patrol had pro^^^ivK 
sdves with a kmthdrh and felbiifeid.his.lM^ 
tci.hia hiding plapd/ where Ui iibeit mutti^li harrori 
^od to his utter^bnsteriiHtffm a murdered woduw^ 
Iraa diseoyered in he^ ifi a>c0fffler;o£ the.rorai. ' -> 
t Pi^esun^tjve ^eiddctace was so strong agaiMt 
him^ being found there with a bloody^ slriird uttdeif - 
his\el€)ak> thi^t nojtmthilbaiidiiig'^very eSbrt r Was 
madojby. hi^ £fieiub, to save him; b^ (]pr;ix9ig«'iiff 
l^yi^filid jelai^On * on &ptii|gp of intimaqy with an; 
cffjiS^Qx) was eK^oittod* . A few yet^ff ^f^erwasd^ 
Uga^e^^ on' the poiint of death in: the hospital of 
Si |Qfi6> apkaoii^Iedged beii^ the real murd^eri 
loajd.thflf^ he h?4 been hired fpr the purpose at;tfa4^ 
ugp^Hrixje. /: ]./,,:■ ; :; , : • 

.rj^O^jevn^we jBstonceniiay not perhaps be though! 
toa. navc^. (put of a tibpusand I could <^te) to. skt^ 
the k^ V^ useft^lneps of gaiUegqSi wha(te?er b^ 
^eir allotted tasl^^ An. i^diti^atj who had 
^asi^ed- a good , fcHrtU9e in tfaf Gpa and , IffoasaMiT 
ib|<]^e::tr^e^ was^Jiyi^^ i^ t)io ciiiitfd wij^-a.:^ 
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krito MiQifitor bwfc her,cImi^ios ceBong to Mve 
th^ wonted mflui»hce over lis hearty he paid his 
aidx0s^e8ii(k a young ladyin tliat qiiarter of lisH 
hoa crikd' tiie i^agdolma^ Ev&tf arraag^ent 
waff made for his marriage with ibe new object of 
his kffeetiio^s^ and the day was even appomted; 
hut cmihe eve of it, the mulatto/ actuitted by the 
i^ota^t jealousy, hiried a gallego, who, for a 
re#aniof.fiYe moidores, agreed to set fire to the 
fmog bride's house, whidh he effected very db^ 
v^ly. But. the circumstarioe which most asto* 
lilted the neighbours was, that the £pjmUes ooeii* 
pying .the first and second floors had full time to 
saTo themselves and evepi made ev^ effort to 
awaken their fellow lodgers above stairs, but widn 
out ^ect : whence it was naturally inferred that 
U» g«xl g*nag„,from Boibe. of pire hum^ity; 
lutid to spare the mother, daughter, and maid* 
servant the pains of burning, had beguii lus woric 
by cuitting. all their throats. This man died, also 
in an hospital; but obtained absoliitioh, h&ving 
proved, that he had applied one moidore of 'the 
money thus earned, in caiii^g masses to bfe said 
for the sotijbs of his viotiins. I have one word inore 
to say on the subject of the Jhrbearance of the 
gallegos ; and^ then I hope to have dome: with that 
el»3s fof the present. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 6ALUQ06. 

On a winter^s mg^ in 181% at the laoBimt 
mkea the amusements at the theatre of Boa Hon 
were just &Buied, and the spectators were return* 
iug homid, a man addressed a gaB^o^ who wii 
eoitiiog towards him with a segar m his mmiA, 
and requested penmsnon ^ to light AsV with li 
The water-merchant obstinately refused him iiie 
&vor^ which so incensed the Portuguese that be 
gave him a slap in the &ce ; upon which die imp* 
bearing gallego drew his knife and thrust it into 
his untoned antagonist's belly. I saw him lying 
dead in the Belem-square guard-room on the fol* 
hlwing morning. An old veteran Serjeant com* 
nlanding the g^ard> piquing lumself upon his ea^ 
perience in matters of sword wounds^ had at^ 
tempted to console the poor creature with asslir^ 
ances of " Nad he nada" (it is nothing); then 
poking in the protruded intes^nes with his ihiger^ 
he stitched up the hole with a needle and thread; 
but without efiPect^ the principaL intestine faavmg 
been divided. After this I trust that gaUegos 
win be allowed to find thdr own level in sodrety^ 
and cease to be extolled at the expense of thos^ 
in whose country they find employment and sup* 
port. 

Our groupi in the balcony will require very 
little to be said about it. The occupation whicE 
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ve l^re obserre is a fiworite one with both 
sexes (of the lower and middluig orders) but papn 
ticnhriy with thefur^ who regard it as one of 
Hie greatest possible luxuries ; and young ddt- 
drM are often seen practising it on dogs and cats, 
\f way of apprenticeship* The woman at the 
door of the tenda, or grocer^s shop^ is of the lower 
efrder^ aiid is called a tenddira. Her stock ia 
tirade consists chiefly of bacalhad (salt fish) oil^ 
wine^ cheese^ strings of garlic^ &c. r of late years 
scone of her class sell tea^ but mustard is still oi^ 
to be found in the apothecaries' fi^ps. 
* The man who^ in a stooping posture^ displays 
to the tendeira the fish in his baskets^ is a soldier 
of the regular infantry^ who having paid one <^ 
laa comrades to mount guard in his steady is per<» 
niitted to follow the avocation^ by which he earned 
his living previous to his enlistment. This cus- 
tom, truly Portuguese in its origin, has not been 
found at all prejudicial to disci^^ne, and has this 
advantage, that the common soldiers are always 
in good circumstances even when the treasury is 
unable to pay regularly ; whereas the officers, 
most of whom are said to have very little fortune 
besides their military appointments, are often re- 
duced to great straits. I have even been assured by 
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12 ILHAVO FfiSHBRMAN. 

indiYidiials who haTe sdred in the late Portuguese 
amay that^ on some odc^ons^ they have been as 
mudi BS a iwdhnemonth in arrears. Notivith- 
standing this/ both officers and mm £(re invariably 
exceedingly iveH-^ressed^ and have the most mar- 
tial a^'Scddi^-Hke appeiUrance. However great 
tiiie distress occasiohed by the retardment of pay, 
no officer was ever known to descend'framhi3'd%^ 
liity to the commission of a dishonorable ac^^; 
Indeed I nevar heard or knew of an instance of 
swindling in tha* army :^— save one, when the ohap^* 
lain of a corps absconded with a mule belonging 
to a Mend of mine. ' This, however, I must con- 
fess did not much surprise me ; he being a monlk, 
and having moreover ' been some' years ago sush 
pended for a time from saying mass, for hayii^ 
inurdered a cadet of ini&ntry, whom he had over- 
heard extolling his mistrdsB. 

The man who, next to the soldier, is walking 
off with a discontented look and gesture, is an 
lUiavo fisherman, or retailer of fish ; but as an 
amiable authoress has lately described tiiie Ilhavos 
as interesting in their appearance and classic in 
their dress, I shall content myself with referring 
the reader to the representation both of their cos- 
tume and figure, which I trust (having been 
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.LISBON BEGGARS. . 13 

drawn from nature) will enable every one to £brin 
his own opinion of them : they certainly are, ge- 
nerally speaking, very fine men. 

I fear I shaU create disgust, if I enter into a 
description of the class to which the hero on the 
right belongs. It^ is a numerous class indeed in 
Lisbon; but less numerous and far less insolent 
than -the thousands' who infest our high roads. Iii 
this case I am inclined to take the part of the poor 
Lisbon beggar : he lives entirely by the charity of 
casual passengers; he has no parish to look to 
for rejief; no workhouse, no poorhouse, no poor- 
rates, no Lady Bountiful in his neighbourhood to 
raise subscriptions for*lum at the expense of her 
unwilling friends> and for the building of her own 
reputationfor charity. 

- The shop door with a green baize curtain is 
that of a barber, who both shaves, cuts hair, 
bleeds, applies leeches, and draws teeth. On his 
shop-door you read " bixas boas" (good leeches) ; 
and on each aide of this inscription is seen the re- 
presentation of a jar full of those useful insects. 
I chose this shop as an excellent specimen of every 
one winch you meet with; not only in the capital 
but all over the country. They are more easily 
discovered than others, owing to the long pro- 
jecting pole much like a flag-staff, and which is 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 BARBER'S SHOF. 

spirally painted red and white. It was Icmg^ 
before I could make out the meaning of tlan 
ensign^ but found it at last to represent the white 
tupe bandage used in phlebotomy and the pole 
usually given to tibe patient to hold during th(i 
operaticm. ^ f 

The above distinguishing mark of barberismis 
sot confined to Portugal, but is in general use 
throughout the Peninsula and the continent; an4 
I have been told that it is still to be seen in some 
remote places in England : — a fact which I suppos<si 
leaves m at lib^ty to infer^ either that all barbera 
were originally Ueed^s^ or that aU surgeons ori- 
ginally united the depilatory and tonsonal arts to 
their ot^er chirurgical operations. 

But to return to Portuguese barbers, I recoil 
lect one near Alcantara renowned for his dexte- 
rity ; and lest what I am about to relate should 
appear to any one incredible^ I b^ leave to i^ 
peal to those of my countrymen who may have 
resided in Lisbon in or about the year 1809 or 
1810, in whose memory it must be fredi* It 
happened invariably that when a well dressed man 
Q' homem de gravata lavada ***) came into his. 



^ Anglici. A man with a clean neckcloth^ alias a gentle* 
map* 
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ahop to be shaved^ he would take oSlm head as 
wdl as his lieard, let him down through the trap 
door on which his chair had been purposely placed^ 
and be ready in a trice to repeat the operation 
on the next customer, whilst his wife was oocor 
pied in disposing of the patient's clothes. The 
barber (his wife bang old jand ugly) was in tlie 
seqpnel executed ; but she eacap^ capital punishr 
mjQut by virtue of a decree made by the late 
qveen-moilier, forbidding its in^iction upon fe- 
males. 

. Pprtugvese barbers are like those of every coun« 
try, great retailers of scandal and full t)£ small 
fa^k« Having few customers during the first days 
of the week, they are generally observed sitting 
at or lounging about their shop doors, playing 
or rather strumming upon a wire-strung guitar, 
and scrutiniang the, actions of every soul in their 
neighbourhood. People addicted to chewing to^ 
bacco will find it economical to get shaved by 
them instead of shaving themselves ; for, as they 
smoke n^yriads of segars, their Uimpbs are alwaya 
strongly fanpregnated with' tobacco, ^ thesa 
they never f|il to i)»t)!odw» into the patient's 
mouth, to produce a protuberance in the cheeky 
and facilitate the operations of the razor.- I have. 
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16 SyORY OF PRINCE WALDECK. 

idso on maHy occasdons admired the dexterily 
vrith whicli (when hair-flitting)^ they ctip in fcircr, 
myriads of Kght horse, whom they discov^ gal*- 
loping through the woody top-knots of their ciuk 
tomers. 

Now for the ruby-no^ed celibatory who is stand- 
mg immediately under the eni^gn of '^ boni vin- 
ho:'^ he could not have chosen a more ajvpropriate 
spot to be sketched in, for he and his like are 
dotingly fond of generous potations. Prince 
Waldeck, about the year 1800, assumed the .com- 
mand in chief of the Portuguese troops at the re- 
quest of the late queen, with a view of restoring 
them to the discipline, in which they are said to 
have been under marshal the count de Schom- 
berg Lippe. The first exclamation which the 
Prince uttered on arriving at the spot where the 
troops were paraded, was (addressing himself to 
the prince regent), '' Your royal highness's sol- 
diers have the mien of friars, and the latter have 
that which the soldiers ought to have/* So indis- 
cr.eet an observation, made in the presence of some 
monks, the inseparable attendants on Portuguese 
royalty, produced the effect which might have 
been expected : Prince Waldeck died a few weeks 
afterwards of the ckolic, and was interred iii the 
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£nglialx; factory burying ground ; wli^re d stipertt 
pyramidal monument iias beext. erected to hift 
memory* 

• : Tie monk jidw l)e&re us is a ^Trino**oriine 
of tBe Holy Trinity. « A nest of frisLrs of this order 
inay be seen near the square of Alcantara on the 
light hffitid side coming from Lisbon^ imle^ they 
have since been hunted outy. as all such Termin 
^ught to be. For I haye seen them, almost in 
open day in full pursuit after dissolute females : 
no doubt with a view of confessing them. I wasr 
assured by a friend of mine that^ on one occasion, 
some foreign' merchants^ who Ivere walking on the 
quay of Sodre> disgusted (as well th«y might be") 
at aiich conduct in a minister i.of religion^ could 
not refrain from expostulating with one of them.; 
updnr which the shameless profligate turned round/ 
pnd replied by a torrent of such language aqd 
gestyires as I shall be carefiil not to sfttempt thtf 
rfescriptioh of. 

/ Afildrs connected with the aggrandizement of 
monks and monasteries so completely absorbed the 
attention of the sovereign to the exclusion of more 
pseful and more urgent considerationa^ tbat^ leven 
at the moment of the arrival of the French arniy <m 
the frontiers of Portugal, he was occupied with a 
horde of filthy friars in applying every disposable 
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fund to die biiildmg ai a^et of magnificat 'organs 
for the convent at Ma&a; while Jie abandoned Uf 
foreigners the office of repelling the invaders* j 

The tyrannical influence^ which Ihese men ex** 
ercbed to most unlimited lengths over the private 
concerns and interior ec^momy of every fanply^ 
wasi at one period of Portuguese history (not /a 
very remote: one) aa great, that the father of a 
fainily had scarcely a vot^ in domestic . matters. 
The spiritual director in fact united also in hia 
person the quality of temporal. adviser^ . or rathw 
dictator. : 

This evil was not confined to private fiimiliea 
alone: it existed also, at court. The late q^jwn 
never undertook any thiiig: without the advice of 
her confessor^ who ruled fa^ even to thedeteiio< 
ration of her reason *. The present king when 
re^nt was. likewise ^under ecclesiastical sway, 
previous to; the invasion of Ins dominions .by the 
French. A priest or padre called fqko, of suffi-? 
rient notp];iety, y[as the only m^dijvn thrQUgh 
whidi any ^Inng couM: be achieved jtliat de- 



* OnHihe lOth March 1792, the prmce 6t Brazil, as prc- 
•umptiye heir to the crown, puUisfaed an edict declaring that, 
as his mother froiA her unhappy situation was incapable of 
managing the affairs of government, he would place his signa- 
ture to public papers, till the return of her health. 
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pended Oh t^ royal SMcHon; Unless he chose 
that it should be noticed^ a petition might lie 
xtpcffk the table imtii itorOtted ; and great were of 
eoune^ abuser sxmng frotnr the ihrestment of 
sueh poWer in the hands of ignorance/.fimaticismi 
axid'Cupidit]^ Oppodi<ion to such men was Yain ; 
anA l&ei only way of carrying a point w'as, that of 
greasing the palms of th^e holy usurers^ whose 
tmly real god is Plutus. ^ 
- I hare been Assured by Portuguese them- 
selvieEh that it is an invariable principle with friars^ 
wben young people are placed under their spin* 
tual guidance, to begin by demoralizing them in 
oyery Syiqr/ for this alleged reason (the real one is 
theif oWn gratification), that there is no salvation 
widiout repentancp> liiat t6 repent one must haye 
sihhed, I Wd tliat therefore it is necessary to begin 
bjT'i^ning. ; 

I am happy;, however, in thinking" that the great 
awe in wMdi Hbe people stood :of tiiese holy 
tyratits^is in a ineasoi^ dimiinsfaii^;' A proof of 
this is^'ihatiin 18id ui.edict tof thexardinalrpa^ 
tiiardi forbidding therealShg^holase'keeperSvto seM 
aigr Tiands on fast days unless theiip ciBteanem 
coi^d produce c^tificatw of iflness countersigned 
by a priesll, wals foUowbd by caricatures at the 
•cmners of the streets representing an?ox kneieiui|f 

c 2 
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before the patriarch aiid thanktngrhim for his ^ro-» 
tection* 

It is the duty of every man to unmask imposr 
ture and viflainy, wherever he meets witiji it. X 
ghall therefore take the opportunity, whibt ap^ak-^ 
ing jof monks, to relate a circumstance which hap? 
pened. a few years previous to the war, in the 
episcopal dty of Evora, and wlrich two thirds of 
the present inhabitants must, still temenlber peri^ 
fectly,ybr they witnessed it : howev^Jr incredible 
it may appear to those who have Aot resided ia 
eathoKc countries. A nua of S** Clara, wfaofeio 
conduct made every ope regard her as ia saintj 
(for, instead of one confessor from the acyoiningy 
monastery, she had three or four) died to all 
appearances ; or rather it was i^ven out she h(kd 
died« She was laid.otiit, as is the dUstom, in ibQ 
middle of the church ; and the people wete Jtqior^ 
than eVer convinced of her sanclity as her body 
shewed no symptoms of seeing. corruption* No 
tnark& of. decomposition manifested themselves \ 
and thousands of course, crowded from aQ parts of 
the leduntry to witness the miracK Hundreds ^of 
cripples and iiivaUds came to touch her gtoneots 
jand fancied themselves cured; while others, paid 
by the priests, pretended. to be stone blind and to 
ledover their sight on merely touching her habit. 
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iii short, ilie poneourse of pUgriMd !*ras sa greats 
that tlie infantry in garriaoa at Evora w6re obliged 
to furnish a guard to the diurch door to pi^eserve 
jDrd^. .: But for this jprecaution it is probable that 
die new saiht would soon hare been stri^>^d of 
her ddathes, owing to the anxiety of every ode to 
get a scrap of something bdonging to her^ by 
^ay i^f a relic to guard against witchcraft^ agtieis, 
&vers, &c 

CM the night of the third day, the sentry ott 
hearing some whispering in the church,, the ,ioOT 
jdT which was Iqcked and bolted, had the cyirio^ 
sity to look through the keyhole, and to his utter 
tttrprise saw the saint atiing up. supported by a 
£riar^ whikt two or three others were bringing 
4ttid admiinstering to her both eatables and drink* 
On recovering from the surprise occasioned by the 
Tinasual spectacle of a dead saint cramming with 
all the avidity of a living one^ the soldier whi^* 
-pered the discovery to his ttisign, who alsO coa^ 
^ced himself by ocular d^ooonstration of that 
which he otherwise would have cUbbeUeved. These 
two men moreover heard her exclaim in a doleful 
Whkper ^ Do for pity's sake terminate this farce, 
0t I shall din of fatigue, for I feel I cAa no longer 
6tand it.'* The, fact of the matter was, that the 
imhs^py nun had been confessdng too much to the 
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purpose widi these holy miscreantiBy ndio.iii drd^ 
to avoid the inconveaiieiioeand da^er which "tefi 
attendant on theirircbdezvou&with hec wheniik 
different estabBshmehts, had agreed . tb'. mskk a 
d^ead saint of hcrr andlbiiry her to. all iqppearaixces 
id their. vaults; whereas in xtolity die would .hnvd 
lived in somai remote .corner or hidden part of 
^if monastery to. satiaffe tfadr Hiilti, By tiiis 
arrangement two great objects would be gained; 
tise gratification ('iHthout restraint) of their a(>pe- 
tites, aiiid the greatr honor whkhlwould necrite t6 
both the monastery and conventby the prddildioa 
of a saint»' ^ - • ' ' : 

^ The ^dieme was well laid; andiithanksilo'llie 
I3[tupid ignorance and supeirstition o£ thb T^bbbw 
had 'SO fur ^ been attended with sttct^s». .But » 
yoiing h&cer was an unsafe person to ^t into the 
Weclret; and thef natural propensity of soldiers to 
-disbelieve 'miraclei; led those who wcafe on gu^ 
to talk 'loudly o| what they had seen;^ The pub- 
licktion of the story was near beiftg fatal %q the 
young .ofiicer; and a!lc!sa detenmned chafacter 
would have beieiL tempted to repent of iAterfering 
in the fabrication of a saint : for he vas immiiedi- 
ately jplaced in cohfineiftent foj dftrin^ to cahimr 
cniAte such godly -persons.)—^ The s^nti'y. was so 
terrified with menaceis of Autos di £6, js^^nbenf to^ 
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•covered mtk deidb aiuL Amies, &low fires of brim^ 
fitone preceded by racks, tortures, boiling pitch 
mkd lead, and all the materiel in the inquisitorial 
Ats^al, that he absxiutely recanted> and moteover 
fiword i^t the deyil,;hamg takenmnbi^age at the 
^eatpkty'of tho^eJbLoly men, had tempted him to 
jbe^MS^uch blasphemous falsehoods^ 

: Hieir attempt to earry the same point with the 
.yoimg ei^gn wasr mt so suecessful. He agreed 
Ao appeal in public and jeemed ready to subscribe 
to ;a)l theii* wishes j but how grea^t was jtheir ai^to- 
mshm^fit and dUpfnay >wh^Q, instead of an ti^poiegy, 
jl^; insisted with vehemejfice on j^^oaing to the 
|)pUi^ how much they had be^ gulled^ Instead 
i)ftearid!g to pieces this obstinate blasph^er, the 
public pitied what they considered his hallueina- 
tion : besides people in Portugal f(re apt to loo]^ 
twke before they proceed to commit violence on 
the younger son of f^jfidalgo j so that it only re- 
ynaiiied with the friars t^ repent heartily of iheir 
99«mipf poliey> iR not.h^Titig wrested from hita by 
i^olenee in private the recantation which it was so 
fteoessary that he should m^ke ibr their justijScar 
tio|i« mt it was now too late ; and one of the 
ppnks, perc^ying . an appearance of -momentary 
mded^ioii upon the countenances of the spectalors, 
find feeling that it was a denperate concern; was 
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observed to 'sliiik away towards the' door, ind dis»- 
^ppeart This created an universal' murmur, upcht 
Which the intrepid youth, whom' neither the inev 
naced artillery of the Holy Office, nor the teeth 
^nd'nadU of a congregation' of fanatics, had bees 
(able' to intimidate/ roaTe4 out more lustily thaflt 
ever for a red-hot brick-bat, which being brought^ 
he applied it to the poor girFs feiBt and resuskdtated 
her; thus unmasking the ^hole villainy of the plot 
' The guilty friars were sent to the Aljuba, a 
^lace of confinement for ecclesiiastics; but one^ 
their objects haviiig appeared to be the aggrah^ 
dkethent of the churchy their imprisohmentwaii 
little more than a nominal one. It was not 8<^ 
With the poor nun: she was immersed in a dun^ 
-geoh of the Inquisition^ where, buffer a pe^onal 
inspection of those dens by the grand inquiisitor^ 
filie might have passed the remainder of her fife. 
IShe had on this occasion the good fortune to be 
thought pretty by tiiis aujgust personage, and wai 
by his order immediately removed to one i^ th6 
better jspeiaes of cells on the first floor, most of 
•which were occupied by those females who had 
the honour of composing his seraglio. Of the lat« 
ter number, many were lovely and virtuous ladies^ 
rwhose only crime was their beauty. But having 
provoked the appetite (tf an inquisitor who might 
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"iiave* eliaiiced" to see theai ^at their whi&Wj, they 
were falsely accused of Judaism, torn from th^ 
i^m&.6f their husSan^s, and thrust into unwhole- 
some dungeons, :antil dispo^^ to submit 'tp ipdig- 
wties/too revolting for mention. 
'^ /There was pnly one instance ever l5:hown, of on^ 
af these females having recovered her liberty. I 
diall from motives of delicacy abstain from men- 
4i(»ung her name. Siiffiee it to say that, although 
she adored her husband, she never could be pre-^ 
Vialed upon to retul*n Under his rodf, but took jrefbge 
under that of a femalef delation, and if ever ques^ 
tioned on the subject oJT the Italy Office, Would 
t^urst into a flood of tears and give no other an* 

4W6r. '■ ■ •' ^ • ^ • 

' It jodust not be inferred from the rule observiecl 
hy^ the Ron^h clergy of upholding one another in 
t^es which become public, that this good under^ 
sfomling prevails in their private concerns, withiii 
llie precincts of their monasteries. In the former 
leases, the great end of throwing dust into the eyei$ 
Vf the people unites them all, whatever may be 
their private hates ; but the latter presenting iid 
kuch immediate object> a scene of hdiy tyranny is 
^ften presented, which would with difficulty be 
<credited h^ not the late war, by convertings many 
^ those retreats into hospitals for the sick and 
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wotindet^ unveiled tibe mystmts of thdr interioir 
ito so mdny witnesses. 

. Tlie convent of BataUia (so well described by 
Murphy) dffered during th^. war a ;q[»ectade of the 
kind which I have just alluded to. The French 
troops whSst (according to' custom) searehkig'for 
Coin- and hidden yaluables in the subterraneaa 
labyrinths of this stupendous fabric^ discoy^rdd in 
a dungeon an unfortunate old monk^ whose incarr 
c^ratiim had lasted twenty-one years. It appeared 
that 4>y some means 4>r o&er he had inpurr#d the 
displeasure of his^ superior; who made the chrktian* 
like resolution b{ revenging himself on th^ first 
favourable occasion. The wished for pppoartiupty 
soon presented itself ; and the monk was sent at s 
late hour of the night to the* village to (ajudar 
a bem mprrer) assist at the last m^waetlts of ^ 
dying sinner. A man had but a few moments her 
fovd been murdered on the bridge over whi^h h» 
had to pass; he imprudently mentioned in hi^ 
convent the circumstiuice of havii^ seen the body^ 
and the superior taking advantage of the law by 
which, the^ first person found near a murdered 
body is held responsible for his death> immured 
him for life in the noisome' hole in which he was 
founds Habit had operated so forcibly with this 
old man that, althou^ restored to light and libbri^ 
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he mrariably returned every night to his former 
prison, declaring that he could sleep no where so 
soundly. A most intimate and particular friend 
of mine related this anecdote to me. He belonged 
to the troops who discovered the monk ; and he 
used to take much pleasure in conversing with 
this victim of monastic tyranny* 
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RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 
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CHAPTER II. 



RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON^ 

fTAViNG thus mad^ the reader slightly acquainted 
with the characteristic qualities of a few of the 
lower classes of the Lisbqn popula^tion^ I shall. pre* 
pare to lead him a long ramble through the quays 
ftnd streets of the capital And I shaU hope 
to conduct his attention successively to all objects 
in the city which are best deserving of notice^ 
Commencing our pe^pegrihatioms from the Tagus, 
along its banks> we fihall liQid^ at one ot the nu^ 
mwous quays of Lisbon^ As several of these 
places of disembarkation have their peculiarities^ 
r s^all eq.uniara|e ifliem in succession. Their num« 
berv and nomenclature are as follow : 

1. Bde|a> Rua do Pdxe stairs^ a small landing 
place. • 

2. Be^n Square steps, an excellent and spa- 
cious one. 

3. The beach at Junqueira> opposite the patri- 
ansh's house. . . ^ 
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4. Another at Pampulha^ called lime kiln stairs, 
a very bad one. 

5. The packet stairs, so called from its prox- 
imity to the moorings of the Falmouth packets, 
though its proper name is the rock of the Cond^ 
d'Obidos^ from the palace of that n(^I^man which 
overhangs it. 

_ 6. The Caes de Jos^ Antonio Pereira, called by 

our sailors thfe yellow housef. 

. 7. The fish market quay^ or Caes da BibeirA 

^ova^ a remarkably fine landing place. 

V 8t The Caes do Sodr6, where young Mascareu* 

has was executed for adhering to the French party 

in 1809;, and where all thb Lisbon 'merchants meet 

in Ihe aftemooii, or rather evening, for tihe pur- 

fose of communicating with each pther. 

: 9. The Caes do Tierreiro do Pa90, or black-horse 

square quay. c 

10. The Caes da Ribeifa Velha, a very insagni- 
ficant one, to avoid landing on which no one would 
grudge goiijg a great way round, so completely is 
it clogged at all times with straw-boats, &c, . : 

1 i • Lastly comes the Caes dos Soldados 6r 
Caes'da Forca, quay of the soldiers or quay of th9» 
gallows. The former name is given to it from if^ 
3eing adjacent to the artillery bal^racks, and the 
latter from its being the place of execution/ tmd 
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having in its centre a permanent tripod gallows. 
It is also very often denominated Caes do Tojo^ 
from constantly having on it great piles of wood 
for heating jthe ovens. This fuel is brought over 
from the forests on the opposite side of theTagus. 
Cl<^ to this quay is a manufactory of common 
glass, the only one in Lisbon; the whole of that 
c^ninerce being engrossed by an English jgentle* 
man, the founder of the establishment at Marinh&- 
gratide, to whom the late queen granted some 
great privileges, in consequence of the splendid' 
hospitality with which he received her majesty at 
the above place. 

The Rib^ra velha is the landing place of all the 
craft -tbat are constantly crosi^ng and recrossing 
the Tagw with passengers, cattle, and :^^merchaii-' 
di^. Nothing can exceed the uncouthness and 
intolerable insolence of the description of men ^rou 
have here to deal with, who unite with these 'qua-' 
lilies the charactiers of thief and assasroi. . It is here^ 
also that the boats frdm Villa Franca &c. come; 
and tiiat sole circumstance, (even were these men: 
a tolerable set before,) would suffice to make 
devils of them ; for the Portuguese themselves re- 
gard as such all the people called '^ da borda 
d'agua,** , waterHBfide folk : meaning those whd.na- 
viga^ the Tagus f«id inhabit the villages on its 
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banloi. They all carry large clasp knives in tbfiir 
girdles, in the use of which they are surprisingly 
dexterous ; and ibey are respects amongst one 
another in proportion to the number of times they 
have stabbed people. They are in general fine 
muscular looking fieUows, stroi^ly built, with an 
eiqpression of savage brutality in their faces^. and 
with stcadtorian lungs, from the constant haUt 
which ihey have of abusing people on the water. 
Thdr life is an excee^ngly laborious one, particu- 
larly when, plying against the rapid tide, they are 
obliged to use the pole at thm shoulders for six 
hours together without resting. 

As boatmen, the natives of Algarve have so 
decided an advantage over the Portuguese in ge< 
neral> that they are dways preferred as rowers to 
the government boats, such as the port admiral'si 
the pratique, the cutom Imuse, and many others. 
On board men-of-war, the commander's boaf s 
crew are alwaya composed of Algarvtans; and the 
royal launch which transports his majesty in his 
river excursicns is manned by natives of the same 
province. Thdr fiame is not con&ied oidy to 
their native country, for, in tiie ports of ^heMedi- 
terxMiean> they are invariably preferred ; and it is 
a wdl known fact that all the public boats bekmg- 
ing to our garrison of Gibralt«r are maimed with 
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^ese people. Their indefatigable qualities at the 
exercise of rowing cannot be better illustrated 
than hy the following f^. Ill 1818 a Porttt* 
guese frigate was sent routed to Leghori!, to tak* 
on boai'd the t>rihcess Lebfioldind, of Austria^ aild 
c6nrey her to Bio de Janeiro to her betrothed 
husband^ the present Emperor Don Pedro. 
Whilst lying in the harboilr at Leghotoi the bofijfs 
crew (all Algarves) becana^ dissatisfied at Some 
bt^adi of promise on the part of their superiors, 
and deteimined on going no fi^tiher with the fri- 
gBte, but on the conitary, return&ig to their 
natire i^res. With a view to this they clubbed 
together their meansy and purchased a good l6ng 
^waferi with room for as many oars as there were 
dkeh : then prodding a mtaU stock of provisidUsf, 
they absolutely rowed aH the way (coasting it) 
from Leghorn to Faro in the Algwtes. 

The lai^est description of boats or bairqued thafc 
aiie seen mooring near' this landing place/ ^re 
called molettas and faluas: both cs^ry lateen 
saSis, ^ther one or two accorditeg to their mze; 
and the difference between them consists in the 
latter beingof a more slim and elegaiit shape thatn 
the former. The outline of their keel, from poop 
to prow, is very similar to that of a crescent 
rather flattened. These vessels are painted in 

D 2 
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stripes of the most glaring colours ; the parts 
nearest the -stem have in general the representa- 
tion of ^ pair of enormous eyes, or a dolphin, 
dragon/£;erpent, &c. * according to the taste of the 
owner; and the stem,:. sides, aiid rudder, , are 
usually ornamented with daubed attempts at 
painting Noss^ Se^oras of all kinds. The extre- 
mities. of the stem and stem commonly terminate 
in wooden or iron images of the above ladies, of a 
rudeness of execution that .would disgrace tixe 
•^Otahdlans. These figures, are moreover con- 
stantly adorned with bunches of ribbons of all 
colours, as are also the tops of the masts and the 
extrennties of the ' yards ; and . at the latter is 
hoisted a pendant, bearing in large letters the 
name of the boat's patrcm saint. Previous to un--^ 
mooring, , every individual of the crew makes .on 
his face and breast the sign of the pross, in order 
to procure a prosperous voyage; but if the wea- 
ther be exceedingly Averse, it is not unusual to 
hear the boatmen vent their spleen upon their, 
patron saints in language too bad to mention. 

The expert manner in which the straw is packed,, 
on the boats employed in bringing it from Alhan- 
dra and other places, has always attracted the - 
attention of strangers. I have given a sketch, 
made from nature, of one of the above in the act . 
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WATER-SIDE PEOPLE. 37 

of unloading^ as being* a better way of convey- 
ing a just idea of the thing than by a written 
description. 

The famiMes of most of the crews of the molet- 
tas and faluas that na^gate across the Tagtis, in- 
habit the Uttle villages on tht>se shores called 
Seixali Amora^ Coina^ Moita^ &c. where some of 
the inhabitants of Lisbon have cottages for the 
convenience of cock-shooting at the proper 3eason. 
These, places are exceedingly unwholesome ; and 
the inhabitants afe so subject to the ague^ l&at in 
summer-time and in autumn a whole village is 
often seen shut np,.^ if the plague^were amongst 
its inhabitants. The boys. and. even the girls of a 
young age are here found, running about Btark 
naked ; and * during the summer months they pass 
nearly the whole of the day in the water, in con- 
sequence of which, and their exposure to the sun, 
they acquire the copper colour of the Brazilian 
native tribes. Although stripped in this manner, 
they invariably arc seen ' wearing round their 
necks, rosaries,, figas. and relics of. saints: and 
they never omit crossing themselves previous to 
diving into the water. By* this constant immer-- 
sion in the river, they are, as may well be con- 
ceived, excellent swimmers and expert divers, 
even when very young. ^ 
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The inhftbitanta of theie places come under ihB 
denominatioii <^ bordu d*8gu^ already spekcai ef, 
and are any thing but pleasant people to haye to 
deal with. la tha village called Cohm ibera re- 
aded a celebrated c«t-tiiroatj whp» for bis great 
dexterity at that wofk, bad acquired 'the mmawie 
ad Ferragudp or ^arp ifon^ bi3:wife not a wlut 
inlbrior to bbn in omilar explcHtii and e^fitfage 
was known by the name of Fragt^a, a eonr^^^imi 
of Fredegende so notorious in French histoiy. 
After the death of FerragudOj biq widow uaed to 
range durough tim forests of phie^ wi<li no q4^ 
habHiment than a petticoat i and In this tipqt she 
would present herself lo lonely travellers ^od 
excite their jeken on the strangeneai of her ap- 
pearwoe« Tben^ nnder the pretence of reveng^ 
the affiront^ she would follow them full as* &st as 
their mules could go, and drawing from her waist 
a large Imifej would sapri^qe them to her offended 
modesty^ not fof:getting to ease their pockets of 
what conld no longer be c^ use to them* When 
iUa useful member of so^ety died, the waislrband 
of her petticoat was found to contain a gnat 
number of gold jneees. 

This worthy pair left three sjuis ^ perpetnf^ta 
thor race* I went once on a shooting pariy iirith 
a couple of friends, one of whom was perfectly 



Digitized by 



Google 



ilDVKNTtTllS Wltn OKE OF tHUU. 38 

acquainted with tiie wbole of the coaatty on the 
«:>nthsm banks of the Tagus. We penetrated 
faito l3ie woods in pursuit of game; and went so 
far, that to do otherwise than pass the nigfai 
there^ was out of the question* When looking 
out for a spot Ibr our bivouac, we heard some 
goats' beUs near us, mi saw at a little distance a 
idiepherdandhiscabin. We naturallymade towards 
it, but very soon repented of so doing; for one of 
mj companions recognized in the person of this 
gentle shepherd none other than the eldest son of 
Senhora Domia Fragona, who was then conceld^ 
ing himself in the forest, having only a fortnight 
before murdered his own uncle. It was too late 
to retreat, so we craved his hospitality, which iVas 
granted with the best possible grace, accompa- 
nied with many regrets that our lodging was not 
more worthy of us, &c« 

This fellow was six feet at least Mgh, with a 
sallow pockntnarked face, piercing eyes, long blade 
hair and beard of the same ccdour, and very broad 
shoulders: — ^in short his dress and tout ensemble 
n^bt hanne sibrded a fine assassin 0ldb]ect for a 
painter. He insisted upon kiBing a young kid 
for our siq>per; but all Im own being rither too 
eld OT too young, he said he would run over to 
the i^ace where his brothers* flocks were, and get . 
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oiie fz»m tli^ii4 Thia*^ ciummiliicaiing wiii) Ub 
brothers at that hcmr of Ihe night was in oiur estii- 
mation worse than no kid at all; so we ebjeeted 
in the stroi^est terms to his leaidng ns; It did 
not eseape his peu^ating eye, thatdistr^ of his 
motiyes induced us to do so, and he repeatedly 
observed " Yctu have noliiing to fear, I and my 
brothers avegente de hem, you are in hcmo^able 
company, &c." But cm observing me st^-outside 
the cabin, he v«:y sobn followed to see what I was 
about. He caught ihe in the act of loading with 
bullets both my barrels, and asked me why I did 
so ? Did I fear any thing ? 
^ ^ Yes, I fear the wolves/' 

^' There arie none here/' 
. ^* The barrels are now both loaded, and I s]»dl 
not unload them-" . v 

He left us at about midnight notwithstandii^ 
out remonstrances? ; a»d when gone we began to 
coi\jecture whether he iMid escaped, from a fear of 
bur endeavouring to deliver him up tp jili^tice ;*or 
whether he had gone to get his brothers' assbt- 
anc^ mA that of their friends, to make sure game 
of us. In the midst of these reflections, , fatigue 
got the better of our seiis^ and we slept nearly 
until dawn. Domingos (that was the fellow's 
^ name) soon- aft^r returned, saying that his brothers 



Digitized by 



Google 



FINE QUAY OF THE TERRBIRO DO FA^O. 4i 

h^ apparently ckuiged their pasturage, for that 
be had searched for them in vain. 

On our taking leave of him, he asked me if I 
should return there to shoot ; I answered in the 
affirmative, f Then," said he, (he had an old 
French musket in the cahin) '^ will you do me 
tile favor to bring me a pound of English powder : 
you may possibly not find me, but you can de- 
podt it m the trunk of yonder cork tree, and by 
so ddng you will render me an essential service :" 
I promised that I would/ upon wjnch he put his 
hand i&to his Waistcoat piDcket, and taking out a 
dolla):,. added '^ This is I beUexp the price of a 
pound, which I beg you to allow me to pay before 
hand, as I don't think it likely that you wiU see 
vm when you come.** This I positivdy refused 
to take, being well determined in my own mind 
never to rrturn to Braba whilst there was a pro^ 
VabiUty of its being so inhabited. 

Hie qu^y of the Terrdro do pa^ is the finest 
in Lisbon : it {Hrqects about twenty yards beyond 
the rowd of seats; which extend along the water 
»de of this su|iepb square; and terminates in a 
handsome flight of marble steps df * semidrcular 
(arm. On ^each side of the prcjection are also 
fights of n^UfUe steps, descending to low water 
mark. This ^uay is- built upon the prolongation 
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of a Hne pasring trough ifae i^ntre of Don Jose's 
magnificent equestrian statue^ whidi stands in the 
middle of ike square* On the pedestid of liiis 
statue^ there originaDy was a bronze medal of tito 
head of the marquis of Pombat under whose mi* 
nistry it was erected : but on his disgrace^ his por- 
trait was removed from the pedestal^ and a ship in 
fuB sail (the Lisbcm arms) substituted lib Its plaofi^ 
On bdbg informed of this^ he is said to have an- 
swered ^' It is no wonder ; tlie whole country k 
driving before the wind/' " , 

The A]£Edid^;a '(ct»tom hoiise) occtrpies the 
whole range 6f limldihgs on the eastern sid^ of 
HtKb square, with tiie e^ieption of the eietremify 
nearest the water, that being the milit^ trea- 
sury« On the wes&ni side are the offices of piib- 
fic woiks and the royal library* 

Runnkig parallel to, and nearly on the prolon- 
gation of these sides, are Gold, and l^ver Streets, 
communicating with ik^ Ro^ ct Iiiqinsition 
Square. These street^ wkh others rumihig pa-^ 
rellel to them and intersecting th^di at right an^' 
g^efi> are all constructed up(»i the handsomest 
posdUbphm; and alls in fSsot^vhai constipate new 
Lisbon, having been built since the eartiiquake^. 
On ^ther side of them ace flag-stone watllb^ fer 
^ fioot passengers, guarded by torn of stone pfflaw 
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four md hatf feet high and at about eighteen feet 
from each other* These are called by the Portu* 
gae&efrades de pedra, (stone triors); but the 
kriowiog ones denominate them rewreMes pe- 
trificmdoSi 

. From the above quay^ deseeding the riTer, the 
fiirst olgect of notice is the royal marine wsenaL 
and dock^yard ; where ships of the line of ihe largest 
SIM ai»i built. The Portuguese ships of war have 
always been, fw the elegance of their construction, 
the admiraticm of our naval officers. In 1818 the 
p. John Vlth was launched : she is a very hand* 
svmie ship, rated tt 120 guns, but capable of car« 
i^g many more. She was put into commission 
in 1819, and ordered to sail for Bio de Janeiro; 
hat sudi an order was much more easy to ^ve 
llian to execute. To get under sail a vessel of 
that tonnage, an adequate crew was necessary ; 
and the Portuguese navy had been so much ne« 
glected and so nnserably paid, or rather not paid 
at aU, that no seamen would voluntarily serve m 
it» Pxessr^angs were accordingly set on foot in 
afl parts of the eity ; and upon the same principle 
tiiat in France at certain seasons of the year all 
dogs are killed who are found unmusded, so all 
young men> seamen or landsmen, servants or jour- 
neymen, nigfatmen or coachmen> who were found 
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without a' certificate of exemption in theit pockets, 
were themselves pocketed/ and sent in irons to 
^rve' as volunteers on board the Joad Sexto. 

With such a crew it is not surprising that the 
ship was seven months in moying down from, her 
moorings opposite die city to those off Belem Cas- 
tle. She would perhaps have gone: a nule farther, 
but that a small insurgent privateer appeared off 
the Tagus ; landed her casks for water near Cas- 
caes ; and did not leave the river's mouth without 
sending menaces to this huge^ leviathan. Hhe 
captain of this insolent little corsair had even the 
audacity to land, come up to Lisbon unknown, 
and go to the theatre one night. Before he re- 
turned to the vicinity of Cascaes, he sent his com- 
pliments to several ship owners^ adding that he 
hoped to have the pleasure of soon meeting on 
their way to India some of their fine vessels, which 
he observed were nearly ready to put to sea. ^ 

From the Belem moorings another, grand at- 
tempt was made to get the D. John a little nearer 
to the mouth of the Tagus. The volunteers th^n 
imagining that no other hopes of escape remained 
for them, and that when so far down the rbrer 
they must need^ go farther, no sooner siaw them- 
selves opposite S. Jose de Ribamar (about a mile 
from B^km) than they to the number of seventy 
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leaped into the water: and swam on shore. The 
same nighty in spite of the sentries, the remainder 
of the crew ahnost to.a man followed their exam- 
ple, so that it was found necessary to get her 
moored, again off Pa^o d'Arcos w}iere she remain- . 
ed until 1820. 

I have already spoken of the swarms of polite 
mendicants who eternally infest the court of the 
Portuguese. sovereign. The immense expanse of 
oqean that intervenes .between Portugal and Rio, 
Wiw no barrier against these beggars. Every ves- 
sel, ^eat or small, went loaded with them from 
I^prtugal ; and no sooner did they succeed in im-^ 
posing upon his most faithful majesty's easy ge- 
nerosity, than they sought the earliest means c^ 
quitting . him. It is no wonder then, that the 
equipment of a 1 2(>-gun ship should have occa- 
sionedthe pouring inof petitions from all quarters, 
praying for gratuitous passages to the capital of 
Bra2dl. , The commanding officer and aU his sub- 
alterns^ had each their proteges, as had likewise 
almost, every petty. officer in the ship. The fact 
is, that by one means or other, no less a number ' 
than twelve hundred passengers contrived to smug- 
gle themselves rinto this. floating ark. A new set 
ot^volunteers. having, with much difficulty, been 
collected together in the marine arsenal, were sent 
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on board closely guarded, and on the i^ame day 
(wonderful to relate) the Joad Seacto got £Eiirly 
past S. Julian^ and over the bar : not however 
without strong symptoms (^ a mutinous disposi-* 
tion amongst some of tli^e volunteers^ and weeping 
and wailing amongst others. 

A ship of 120 guns, thus despicably manned 
imd overcrowded with passengers, was as might 
be exp^ted, so prodigious a time on her passage, 
that she had been long g^ven tip as lost; and tsmcb 
credit is indeed due to the officers who were on 
board of her, that she ever reached her destii^on.^ 
If ever men deserved reward for a marine espl<^, 
they certainly had a fair claim to one« Many of the 
passengers above mentioned, relying upon Nossft 
Senhora and the comman£ng officer, had embarked 
without a morsel of provisions ; others, pleading 
ignorance of the natureof the passage, had prorvided: 
themselves with a mere basket full; and in short* 
the greatest number of them, having limited means, 
had only for object the getting on board, trusting 
that amongst Christians they should not be suf- 
fered to starve. 

The consequence was that provisions very soon 
became short, as did likewbe the water ; so that 
the whole of this multitude were soon put on half 
rations of both. Add to this the manner in vrbidt 
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ihey were of necessdty obliged to be stowed away 
at night, men, women, and children, all huddled 
together, in a tropical climate ; and without ite 
being possible on their account to scrub the decks* 
With all this accumulation of misery, in so cir«» 
cumscribed a space, and under a vertical sun, it is 
surprising that a plague was not the consequence. 
Had they however remained a month longer at 
sea, they would infallibly have fallen victims to the 
vermin with which they were all, without distinc- 
tion^ covered. The inhabitants of Rio declared 
that they had never witnessed the arrival of such 
a ship-load of vermin and beggars. 
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RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



lif MEDIATELY III front of the gate of tfie royal 
arsenal^ is' the Largo do Pelourinho, or pillory 
square^ a name given to it from having in its 
centre a column crowned with iron pikes and 
hooks, on which fidalgos enjoy the privflege of 
having their heads exhibited^ after decapitation, 
when convicted of the crime of high treason. 
This column is in open work; being composed of 
four spiral pieces^^ constructed and put togethet 
with such ingenuity and skill, as to excite the 
admiration of connoisseurs and the cupidity of 
Junot ; who would have hadi it carried to France 
but for the arrival of the British. Oh the east 
side of the square, stood the beautiful church of 
S. Julian, which was burnt to the ground in 1818 
by (it is said) a principal person connected with 
its accompts who,, as they wbre rather in confu- 
fiion, found this the best way of settling them. 

The quay of Sodr^ is^ as I have said^ the even- 
ing rendezvous of merchants of all nations and 
E 2 
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costumes. Jews, Turks^ and Christians, are here 
seen crowdmg together to talk dver their affidrs. 
The ground, floors of fill the houses have hy 
disgrees heen converted into coffee rooms of the 
handsomest kind, and little inferior to those in 
Paris. 

This place was the scene of embarkation of the 
French troops after the convention, of Cintra. A 
considerable body of them had been,, for ^ many 
weeks previous fo this eventj, encamped in tiie 
^jacent square of S. Paul, where the infection 
proceeding fropa th^ir uncl^anlines^ was so greats 
as to cause .many of the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring houses to dislodge. The fact was that 
the urritation of the lower orders of Portuguese 
against them had become so violent, that they 
hardly ever dared move out of the camp in any 
direction ; and those who from curiosity, duty, or 
the desire of providing something for their voyage^ 
straggled either singly or in small parties from 
the main body, were almost invariably murdered. 

Nothing can plead as an excuse for the brutal 
Cruelty of the common people of Lisbon, as they 
in particular had neither lost property nor expe- 
rienced the least ill treatment from the French. 
They would nevertheless fall upon the unarmed 
soldiers unawares ; and dragging them into the. 
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ebrri^rs ^each satiated his or her vengeance by 
eovering their unr^istihig ^<;tiins witli stat>s« I 
observed oh one occasicm a French dragoon ws^lk^ 
ing by himself in the llo9io : the storm was already 
banning, to gather round him ;" men in capbtel 
ivcare seaoi winking at one another^ and forming by 
degrees a cordon about him ; and a gallego wad 
ihen'deputed to draw him into conversation. Hi3 
attention being thus diverted, the valentaies (ea^ 
lidni men) were enabled to dose in upon their 
victim - unperceived. Chie^ ^ from behind, struck 
him aliaost' to the ground ivith a cudgel, whilst 
wother;^ on his tuminj^ iround to defend Mmself^ 
stabbed Tiirawith'a feffo de gaibla (bird cage'awl) 
in' the bc^k. In short, in the space of a few 
minutes,, this good looking young soldier wa$ 
reduced to a shapdess moss, and dragged with a 
rope tied to his leg through the ^treetls until litei< 
rafly devoured by the d6gs* 

Imust <;He another iiisl^ce of brutality, which 
is Still more revolting from its' being perpetrate 
by a female. Many British officers' will recollect 
the circumstance : for many witnessed it on tfie 
^^y of Sodre ; and, but for tKeir manly and 
humane interference, the number of atrodtids 
committed would have beai considerably greater* 
The French embarked the in^in body of their troopii^ 
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tenvfcg die wk liiwi woimd^ to &Hwr *hfi» inUi 
i yery feeWe eiscort At the imvmA of w JiA 
I ^p^^ 86m0 of tibese pim^ wrctdb^ iWew.lpiigi 
«p» Hie qfiiajr^ uraMIng for Iteir Imsft IQ Imtitem^ 
{>OTted bfo 1^ b(nt9# Om pe#ti(^l«Eiy Aim^pt 
l^jem was in a sitimtion cakitbted to eseke fiiff 
hmiog been womid^d ia the jal>do(Biien.^ JHb ]io«-» 
erar seems to Imre provoked qnite ii idiffeoreiit 
feefing in Hie nind jdf the inhmndn mottter afaote 
alktdod to ; -for she na sooner pereeived Im hA^ 
less Gondition^ than sh^ stamped her lost upoei 
him with such briital ncdence that his intestinaS 
gufidied Qut^ exclommag at fise same time ^^ mcdtxar; 
(iio de France^i'' ^^ you Ereneb deg« There is 
some satisfiictkm in adding that^ agonised as he 
was^ the vietim .seized a cotkss 4;fa|it lay near iSm, 
and inflicted a womid across her }egs of wlddb dbe 
was likely to fed the dfeets all her itfe. 

The catrai^iros (shore-hoat^men) were not Jbe* 
Vani hand on thdr part;* in tunal^ to 'adyantage 
fte confiisipQ which aceompqnled the emharkation 
ef the French troops. Whex^ever they were 4eii^ 
ployed to convey on board the tiransports two of 
three mdividnal officers^ whose baggage lodke^fSp 
if it tos^tained some ehViable spoils or bagif ^ 
money^ they; tihd^* pretence of being forced by 
th§ violence <rf^ the current or upon any othe^ 
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«tti ftr mercy m Mp w«dd be ^XkB vnhewl^ 
ftbd AtK tatelifir thniL Tbeo^ omigmnf Ifarif 
bodM to Hm «11 <ooMealiiig dfi6|a» Aiey vnocolfl 

iimr ho&bf oh ti» oppoMlbe Aata mA liiiimg 

The pfa^ise i0f idle 4tfMw^ 
inaifSinab Hdiimrdfr isiAated soUimof ^efr^tteh 
«ny iMwM be iiiebiiipi0te> tf I cmittdi to ]ii0n4 
tkwtbat^ 4m ^Mp{&ig one dny ct pio^o^ Bii^j 
9 ^bee Qml]g«iM5 to L&^ce cm ^. Saecavem 
iUb> fQ «ii:e mias ^mM la m qiiUMt% the 4Bwmf 
«MMiiglf diiectai my utimndim to cier^nteea 
Branidi tniidseta thcfc wmi m%e4 ihinder figainst 
the watt^ Biki es^s&aetd^ pmi^g ^ n wfUft in dw 
9«i^dN» "* fliiire tie t!iiir 4$mieit.''^11ie iutt iras 
Oi^ tfeb <iottragww pfttrfoe 4ied to eblicelfaBie 
io dhli i ^ wMtchwfatolityelhr^riflxoireflg of^jt*- 
iMitotB mJDiag^ Mid ^m ititenoiKted and ailw]^^ 
luUl diG^tcted ^effi to JPM&M in etMBDitjr^. 

newi4MsMb|ti«ftofldMsM£^ to 

ik^4ihdiMte»i€^Man]impeo^ md 

Mi ^« He* mrpiMttg, ooMidering thx^ diff^wot 
seeiiMof «nidi«ppraMi<»lh«t I hid <Ikm wi^MMMd* 
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FimatScisiii: is, ividi tlie cMaxdon jpeeple^^ooielof A0 
mosi exalted of Virtues; mid the g7eiAeK.t}ie:iilmr 
dty CQnunitted against . those who . dissestt. fisna 
them in reUgbn, the surer in their iiiiiigi9«aohi« 
their acceptance with the Deity; who,: they tinli^ 
regards such' acts, as au^uberimce of wbalentJnr 
tUng thb aulhor lo -^ highest rrepards. id panlit 
disc. Woe be to any son of Israel wbt> da<e i^otr 
fais^eintheLi^bonsbreet&onGood-^Frtdiely; ^ton 
thai day die churches 4re all thrbwn op^^aBeid/fiitf 
pulpits a^e continuidly ocfeupfed by fal^deal aiMl 
ignorant mc»iks/ who relieve oAe aaotbar thibi^Ilf 
out the day, pouring fi>ti}i the wost&antb rhapr 
sodies^ comparing all, Jewa and bdretJM proteltte 
ants to the:impious: murderears:<^ Our^atioui^ 
and thiffi exdtirig the passionsof tl^ &f&<»otff 
rahUe against thenii as th^ eiii^nlies df (jki. > 
In the course* of . thmr ratii^S, thi^ inip0i{tc»« 
dkplay all . tibeii* stoiies *. of relies ;— a Httle pWd 
which they afi^m td:c<|||^ iscsn^ maI ^ehlfical 
diops of ihe Messed virgih's ta^k, a;l6ek of falk 
from our Sainour':g^.Jb^,,-the pwfegs: of Mfti^ 
Migdalen's naili^ a f^ ita^gmmtbiS, John's^ |g|0at 
skin jacteti aiid, Iwtiy, a Woody 1?^ pjrtteod^ jto 
have :beeb: dipped in the real Mbod of ew hf^ 
This they ; e:^bit' aceompaiuedirmth itl^r/liKMI 
J^hrenwd languSge, calling upq^ jail ,g^,CJii^ 
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muB fo bi^ge lAei blood wMeh ym sh^ fbif ih^ 
stlratioiL Worked up to stich a pitch of tafyaiA^ 
taSt euiltusiasm^ it is not astonishing that the coi^ 
fpogaiiQii iffisue forth in a state of mind resooahlisg 
timtol king Clovis (^.France, who> aftet hearing 
AsiiBilar JT^ Irom the inoulh of St Remi« exr 
/chimed, '^Que n'etdb-je la avec mes Fjf;wps ptmt 
ki defendsef , 

' I was mice .wt^Qdng on . the Caes do Sodi^> On 
4ke iuumearfiary of.our Lord's Passion^ ju3t as the! 
odagce^aiion were issuing fir<»n th^ chiurcH of St^ 
jPauL A Barhary Jew^ in his oriental costume 
paid appqm^tly unaware of his dangery wa? at the 
momeiQ^t :Wdkii\g:^q)oa'#ie, quay. ,. He was jnof 
fQ(mBx perceiyed by the rabble^ than th^y addressed 
fo him the epithets ofPilate, Judas^ Jew^ dog^^ &c< ; 
next^ ftoppa worcb^^ jthey jj^toceeded to bloivs^ and 
their fanatical brutality carried them so far^ that 
A^e^pf the9ic held faun^ whilst others (^t o^ his 
}f^4 f^d.^4 his mou|^ with handsful of iij|th 
ff^(^ th/ey picked up^ in the strept TheL^ fury 
i^)lgxn^tqd w^th th^ ex4:^sses^ w4 the. poor Is-f 
TAeUlp j^ould^ hay^ ended bis ;days m the TaguSj^ 
Jl^if^l? a ^t^hff officer in Portijguesa u^ifoi^ 
wha!K.wi^ tl^^ ^ of his sabrC;. dis^persi^jd.l^^ deyqut 
Ciljl^tlM^oatein the twinklmg^^^ ., 

At.^jcpijfte of ;hiindfied yards ^om the Cpes da 



Digitized by 



Google 



JIMFOMIM ¥MtH Vt 



mtAs^t mdfftt^muitiA^j haSk ^ right maf^ 

pmpem&tubim hdt pMrnigars; Hmei soffruMmt 
iM^s^fe^ccu^ied bf &iiUres8» moat of «Iimb» 
imroOMr, 6c9 90UI «ad fiimf Adi m igtaam xaoep- 
tides, puratty yam)q«eti« 4«d not?Mfre(fnfMHf» 
monkeys. These people, from llie cwmmirtanci 
of tbair 'deaEbg wlthiU-tke jm&ring farsom who 
bod Aen for pnnnBioiis, in genera} wpesk tolas^ 
UeEnglUL The wfaote^xftke other diedy in «iio 
9qfBas««e occupied by &»hittongt^ joad Ihe atod; 
WhScSi lAey exMhit mrpasses $r qisdity, wietjTy 
Imd 4ireslHi6Bs, Qiat of «ny ftih mmlcet te Ewope. 
They procure their 6sk horn the Ilfaai^ ftti ftniie i i , 
also finmi 4!he Ashennen vfho inbahit the 4^Birt 
edfed ft Costa, and lastily t^om Ae Catrwka hai* 
pooners. 

These Ibst are the common shore-heat^nni, ifv^ 
torvrardss erening start from die quays to whk& 
fiiey bcioi!^, md erossong the Tagtit to take oil 
board It cargo of dry pine-apples, await the bio* 
meni of tlie tide being most farottrahle to begin 
iSieir opefatloor. Over the stem of the boat, they 
place an iron bas^t large enough to eontam a 
dozen fir apples, to whkh iSiey set fire; a boa««l 
three feet and a half higli is then ftced upright 
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9«0«s 4ii6 i|o VB ; and^QfiHeMtedm a nwHore^B* 
kud itihui wooden ^xorapet^^stttidd Hi^ iKO^noter^ 
naitiBg the appearonce a£ Us |xb^^ ^vlwh ia auit 
long bc&se it ^proaches, so great is HkemttaBie* 
tMMi of tkB £gkt, parfiesQlarijr if ihQ mgiit tet dburk> 
Wiien Aheae boats ure in .g»ii4 mimberi^ on Ifae 
rkuR, the ei^ proobieecl hy mxk a mtltttnde of 
vivid tosdbies'is rea% lieaxdifol. 

Alltthe &3l taken on AemAmAft ^f ifae livier^ 
or within the l)ar, is very heavily itaqcodt Wfcwi 
ianded irt ihe Bilwin itovsi^ b set of Mcrm^ em- 
pfoyed in iMs kind of esdaei prooeed t^ count iti 
and «rery tentiji fish ihey hook up and «at in a 
hei^ apart for the pa^fmwt of the 1»x» A^iibeM 
fish go idtimatdy to the taldes of joiae persons 
ktevested in the toxation^it may wctH be inmigiBed 
4%at 4^iir satelUtes tdbe ease not to stick Hustr 
hooks into the smajiest. 

<- Befipfre I proceed aiqr &Mrtl|erx)]i my/vwy Acam 
liie riven I fihidl «sy a word <m t^ Csizai^sior 
dkore4ipirt|^ l?hich I ha^r^ had oeca»m to snentioQ 
itt deferent thaaes. The kngth of thes^ boats is 
geiier a% eboiit fowtei^h cr £fieen £m*i bnt thejf 
^hape is not ef thM elc^gani kvd du* laigbt ba 
expected from «he diara^twistic beavty of i^^ 
larger ^ortoguese vessds.* They a«e also 4rf a 
prodigioiis thinness of timbeiri very strojigJy biult, 
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and consequently very iieavy. The mast^ J^p 
wA sail, are also very dumsy ; sothatliie meabest 
littie English merchantman's boat, wQl outrsail or 
out-row them invariably* The general dolour of 
a'catraio is scarlet, relieved with stripes of blue, 
white, yellow, or green. A part of the bows neaf 
the cut water is white ; and on this is usuafiy 
painted a pair of eyes of a large size, which gives 
the boat a singularly animated appearance ak it 
approaches ycm.. '^ : 

'*' The number of passengers wMch the after part 
of the boat is capable of accbmmodaling is ffifte^u 
or sixteen, welt stowed, close together ; and^ to 
screen £hese from the sun or rain the boat is pro- 
vided with an awning, sudi as is represented 'in 
the plate of the quay of Belem (vide p. 31). A 
number of catraios are constantly plying' betwe^ 
the fish-market (Ribeira nova) and Belem; and 
tiiie noise which they make to get passengers is 
truly deafaung, each endeavouring to obtain the 
preference over his fellows. For this purpose aM 
the: avenues to the place o£ lembarkation are clog«» 
ged with watermen, looking out fojr arrivals ; and 
no scioner does any one appe^ than they begin u 
regular scramble to get his custom : carrymg their 
eagerness sometimes eyto to seizing persons in 
|;heir ams, and by dint df )5uperior strMigth con- 
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yeymg thm, ivh^ther they will ox not, iittv their 
feoats. 

In this manner it happens not unfreqnently that 
perAons^ whose object was iK>t that of embarking, 
l^ye bocai eraipeUed to do so in spite of them* 
4^ves; for as to remonstraling with these hjeroes 
it is quite out of the question, neither can they 
hear you, so great is the noise made by all i^ 
them bawling together. The catraios are all 
marked with numbers on the bows, upon the 
prindiple of our hackney coaches. In so lovely a 
dimate as that of Lisbon and in so brilliant an at^ 
mofphere, the effect produced by a multitude of 
these boats, highly coloured, moving in all direct 
tions, is very picturesque and beautiful. 

The Falmouth packets are, on their arrival, 
fiurrounded with them, and the dexterity whidi 
they display in eluding the vigilance of the cua? 
torn house officers^ is really surprising ; so that 
many forbidden objects are often through their 
inc^um conveyed ashore for the crews, without 
the knowledge of the officers of the packets oK 
those of the customs. 

^The price usually paid for the hire of a catrwa 
for, the whole of a day is eight or nine shillings^ 
provided you make your bargain previous to em« 
barking. This is an indispensable precaution, for 
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dnrlxnttiheik trill 6lhefirii^ te 4i«m€ii«» €KagH 
to askamoidore, or sometimes even a six mi^ftilfiir 

tbeois bdato tdtite ip (^mipftrioH dr tw^ A# «fi»'pl»u 
peBeofAoola^gulteaiid ^^r»jft)^t^in««fliiof%lift 

Siiudi^^slldd^/ve^kifgi^^^ ldMiltefl«6 

arei difBxiuilt' ^ hn^ dottir, vrflEbout a rery iMg 
fwrreVas 1^ gmerally keep^ ilit i^ respedSAidd 
distafiC& ' ' i : 

-. Tfaoite wlM afi^-i^^ of fiieise walftr ixeunsfotti 

tenidi of tte j^^, -nimiSbey perceive &at ^te ^S6 

near the shc^bjr it4ikfr tl[€fy re^ t^o^ adv^t^r^ 
tlfiarlr oi «Man£i^ cf«Meftt> and the afffusemetit of 
fhmting msmni&M (a^ ^g@ dpedb of is^d lark) 
mmeMas floek^ <^ -wYmk a^ se«n^ aH afetfg^fte 
ilanid]^1ieddltgi^i^lt0 8pe^ f^ 

kidi^dtiaAi^ ^6^ time iii ficmtbd, and idi6 »e 
<to»isi^eita^i»i^ to gd to sudEi ^&stm6e&(t(M 
die ^t^ a&' 1$ef find f ke Ittebgef sipeaes of giihe, d 
pleasant day's sport may be had* at a platee caflfei 
imeB% knmediatdy rotftid Tr^fena point on the 
0pp0^' banks ef the r^erV motitli- Tliis pf ade ik 
a^ ^p^ies' (^Hmke, hftefierspersetf wiift ffttfe mardiy 
spots; md afBounding^ in most seasons wittr snipes 
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anl fpEmkz panctridgcs afao tts wit inifKqiieidify 

Be£li« i lowioart^eiity aiw<iwlfe of tlke^eatiaio^> i 
BdlBtiB9fe QKMidaii one m£ iliei nlosfc-iidntatiB^pttN 
pDH^aii to wkidk tiSbyt am affifiedu Ibmhi Dhk^' 
in the summer months^ otcotuFs^g paortsoi fttf^ dH* 
hunt^gfettn w ttet nvn* Ibf tl^ puipofli^of iath- 
im^ At: iM emlyhovat in. tb« m^risbg, HrfeKdi^ 
teniie9 »m mmx> mcf^g A^&nm td A& d!£feMM 
qamy% iSblMffwd hy mmLXf^ mnymg' btmdB^ ef 

ite^ Mtdluktty M tmm » fereeplMe, a»it k ttsttdf 
t^yre^tlMe«lM£8^fer Hl^ wWdte^ Ba^hstig* sedsen. 
Itie f^IiMe na^t genei^y teserfed te^ is<the headlt 

alid Mihcr b«tn4iiei^ of l»0dts^ firoift d£ll^e»f pax!fa^ 

tfl^ afttMle as fi^n or ^ii«n e^tdck. > 

Meve' tb^ awl; Moored iii^ fow or five feet itMeiv 

a0i:tlB$>ar«iiia^is brivafdcb 1^ cweMiftted^dcimiJ 

undress as privately as iii^ iHaek ^mi %0i^ f^^tm/ 
Th^ iSs» 0ifmf^ dmnsdim 'm^ tihiiir taMig 
g0mmivamli arai MMde ^ vsivy liiidr twiitoi^ tw 
prmmt Ibe pMotflity i»l tbe^ cmtliiit ^f tlief ti^d jjn 
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ndt observed .% att, nor eren bjr tbe gmaiest 
number, who for the most part wear a Aomog 
iolmoi pontiff cdkoy^hieh 
tft^bg cl<»e to tiie s^, h cbdilbita eneo: the 
IMteioente of the .mmdes as deady as if no gw^ 
flDients were on diem; 

. T)te males of the batibiiig party un^Ma m tb^ 
fare part of th^ boat,, and putting on a WooUm. 
p^o^et and breeehi^ leap into the water jmd #f?im 
iJ^taiintil the ladies anaoimte that they are 
^^ady« The gwtiem^tk then ree^iye tibein, hold- 
i^ their hiEuads whilst they 4e^nd tWjd or three 
inaveable stairs on th^ boat's side, and asj^t them: 
i^ jum^g off into the waten Here> gre^' sput- 
teripig» spatter^igi squeaking,, screeching* enee^t*: 
i^, and snorting^ is heard on all sides^ High 
jiokes and low jokes thent prevail; the l<4ter are 
chiefly observable, when a short thick lady of. 
prodigious^ bulk (a ccHnmcp £^ht) is-|de9cti^d 
scrambliDig^ up the ladder m her wet cotton! glu> 
m^t^vesembting a pcorpdise* and nearly capi4)singr 
the boat with h^ weight. . 

At the. mdmf^t 4ihen the bathing boats were 
mioit nsunieroiis , alo>ng. the , beach, I have, not uft-* 
frequently sew the Alcantara regiment of cavaby 
rets^e orders txi bathe andiide ijito the wat^r iol 
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DBSCfllPTION OP THBM. ' 65 

total midily/ swinmuiig about on ikek horses 
througli the intervals of the boats to the no small 
discomfiture of the bid:hars/ 

People who dislike this mode of bathing need 
oidj repair to the quay of the Black Horse square 
or to that of the fish market ; off which, at a con- 
venient distance, there are floating baths upon the 
very best prindple and on very moderate terms. 
But for good swimmers, the best place is the mid* 
die of the river, or else the beach on the opposite 
side near Sarmento's wine cellars, where the 
water is much clearer, and unsullied with the filth 
of the city and shq>ping. Between this spot and 
the village of Trefaria, is a bed of the finest pos* 
Bible description of oysters, totally different from 
those in general which are found in this climate, 
having been originally sown there by an English 
epicure many years ago. 

Perscms who dislike bathing frcmx the boats, aiid 
whose means are too limited to allow of their fre* 
quenting the floating baths for a whole season, 
generally isepair in the morning early or else in 
tilie evening, to any of the beaches that are known 
to have a good sandy bottom* The best of these 
are a part of the beach at the packet stairs, the 
beach of Pedroi^os, or if they live at the upper 
extremity of the dty, that of the Cru? da Pedra* 

F 
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66 A FaRTUKATfi BBSOimeE. 

In thise places th^re is generally sdme cdd kiail 
6r woman with a tent erected, in wliich femalea 
undress and equip themsdves in their bathing 
gowns. 

I have frequently walked into the Water with a 
dozen of ladies^ and have held their hands whilst 
they ducked their heads under waton Ladies^ 
whose garden doors open immediately upon the 
beach, undress in their summer houses, and wdk 
into the water holding by a rope, one end of which 
is fastaied inside their door* This kind of batiif? 
ing cannot of course be productive of so much 
good as the sudden immersion, by plunging in 
headlong ; but as there is no case in which ladies 
can indulge in the latter way> the walking in can-^ 
not be more unwholesome than the manner of 
entering the water in a floating bath. 

The Portuguese faculty recommend bathing for 
all kinds of disorders or complaints; and it is well 
perhaps that they do so. For were this not the case, , 
nine tenths of the females of Portugal tiTould never 
have experienced an ablution since their baptismal 
one : — not even a single washing of their faces in 
the morning with a towel ; which latter op^ra^ 
tion they usually perform with no greater rigour 
than merely by moistening the tip <^ a hfu^id* 
kerchief or towel in their mouths and rubtnng it 
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WANT OF CLEANLINESS IN ALL CLASSES. 67 

orer their forehead^ eyebrows, and nose. I heard 
a gentleman of rank, who had been in England 
and imbibed in some measure our habits of clean* 
liness, observe to his daughter, ^' My dear, have 
you washed your face to-day T " Nad meo Pai, 
my face is not dirty I believe, therefore what need 
is there that I should wash it?^ 

The males have their own peculiar species of 
uncleanUness, which consists, amongst other things, 
in seldom shaving oftener than once per week. 
So that you often see them in company with 
beards nearly an inch in length, black, bristly, and 
like clothes brushes. 
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CHAPTER IV- 



RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



About half a mile below the fish market^ on that 
part of the rirer side called by the English Bull- 
bay, stands the mint, of all the Portuguese public 
edifices the most unworthy of notice ; I mean from 
tibe meanness of its structure. It is easily recog^ 
taxed otL the street side, from the circumstance c^ 
its guard and sentries, furnished by the infantry 
in garrison, and occasionally by the marines. The 
court-yard wall of. this building b the place of 
exhibition for the Portuguese taste for caricaturr 
ing ; and nothing under heaven can be more piti- 
fm than their attempts at this or any other branch 
of drawing. 

No country in Europe has produced so limited 
a number of poets and painters as Portugal. Of 
the former, Camoens is ycle;^ the prince ; but he 
might as justly be termed a plural unit, compris- 
ing in himself prince and subjects, none other of 
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72 ABSENCE OF POETICAL TASTE. 

note having appeared before or after him. For 
we cannot number among the children of pnre 
inspiration^ Manoel Maria Bocage^ the Hron of 
Portugal^ whose writings^, although full of all the 
fire and genius of a truly poetical mind^ are from 
their nature deserving of being totally excluded 
from general perusal. ^ Of painters to whom Por- 
tugal has given births I shall speak on some other 
occasion. 

In coasting down towards Alcantara, nothing 
remarkable far theif; meets the eye, but ntimberlefle 
com granarjies at the water^s edge.* The packet 
•stmrs, beforei allude'ditoi when enmneratingMJie 
differenct placesof disembarkation, are the worst 
of all of them, owing to the high rock of almost 
perpendicular steepness which it is necessaiy to 
descend by a narrow zigzag foot path, unprotected 
on the side nearest the water, and therefore of 
course a very dangerous passage at night. 

I recollect the circumstance of a tape seUmg 
contrabandista (smuggler) fallmg over this rock 
and being killed; and as he naturally had not 
time to confess himself before he expired, his body 
was given over for dissection to the hospital of 
S. Jose, t After whiiSb, he being a prodigiously cor- 
pulent man, a quantity of human oil was extracted 
from him beyond any thing before heard of. This 
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k redkoiled. by the Portuguese faculty an exceUetit 
flfedfie hr nuiking ladies' Jiair grow %ain^ whd 
Ua^re k>st it in consequence of ihalfgnant feverd 
(feBres/maliims). It is also re^omm^ded to be 
ifisiedby! firiction on dislocated joints in order to te^ 
doc6 inflamination. In the last instance the Portu^ 
fpjtese are not dngiilar^ for the French execution^ 
eics in all the principal towns make a comuerce 
df pg's grisase in little pots, which they pretaod 
is real. human lard, extracted from the carcases of 
guillotined men* * 

^ Near the moutii of the river of Alcaiitaf a, is a 
coBYentiof nuns, one of whoni not long 'ago wa^ 
accused of holding commerce with the devil, fdf 
w'lujch^puipose she is said to have fr^uiently passed 
a:good part of the night in a place where the 
other nuns only remained a few moments a^t a 
time. But upon close investigation, when .the 
convent was about to be exorcised, it was discoi- 
vered that the evil one used, by means of a silk 
ladder let down from above, to dimb up to the 
little window overhanging the river, having pre* 
viously assumed the semblance of the ffiYs cbn« 
&ssor : a truly diabolical and scandalous expedient, 
hardly excusable even on the score of love. 
I The river, or rather rivulet^ or stream, of Al* 
cantaray after passing under the grand arch of the 
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74 CH0BGH OF S. AMABO^ 

roperb aqueduct^ hwlt hy Doa Emanttel, to the 
northward of the dty^ meandcKS throuf^ a beau^ 
tiful \ti&ey enriched vnih orange groves, until it 
aitiir^s at the bridge called Alcantara and then 
eontjcihntea its mite to the aggrandisement of thd 
maiesfie Tagna. There is nothing remarlLabk in 
it here» or rather nothing that erer attracted my 
noti^> beyond the immeiise quantities of Am 
dbe^uts^ which are brought in boats from Al^ 
ganre as to a dqpot, and heriD purchased by retaS^ 
and chesnut roasters. 

. : With the eJcception of Hie ground occupied, by 
the; garden <^ iJie Conde d'Alra, ihe wholo of the 
river*s side between Alcantara and the beach of 
Junqueira is occupied by dockyards hdbnging to 
E)ttglishmen ; son^ of whom have amassed good 
property, thanks to ihe number of lan^ ducks as 
they term them, whidi ^q rough weather in. win^ 
ter obliges Jfo Imve recourse: to them for repair:^ 
The iQiost considerable of these dockyards is that 
of :^ch a Mr. Shealey is proprietor ; aiman a$ 
remarkable^for hk hospitahty, as for inteilig^ioe 
in his ptofesaion- 

. Immediately behind this estal^hment.is sxtu^ 
ated, on the topjof ajsmallhut steep hill, the <£iadi 
of S. Amaxo,^^ the aiscent to which is by a. spacious 
flight of steps where; a fair ii$ held on that saint's 
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day* S« Amaro is the patron sunt af the galle- 
g(xs, and other beasts of burden particularly ; and 
liis department being a branch of the Esotdapiin 
otie^ tha^ of curing sore legs^ bruiBed legs^ aiid 
brok^i leg&, it k no wonder tlmt in this chEss dP 
tte» ghould be found the greatest number of Ms 
VDtaries;^ No isooner dc^s one of these poor de- 
luded wretches recover the use of a fracturieid 
Ikob^ after perhaps three months' confinemeiit, 
Ihlm he repairs to S. Amaro's altar, depositing oh 
{he st^s of the same a bottle of oil to feed'thb 
«ver-4)ur^ing lan^ c^ the shrine i and after a^ 
tachmg io some part of the church a little ymxm 
leg, «fnd)Iematical of that which has. been cured^ 
hieprostra^ hhnself for a considerable time be- 
fore ^1^ image of S. Amaro with the most earned 
thanksgivings for performing so miraculous a aire, 
i need qot say what becomes^ of the l)ottle of oil, 
10 ^tiy one will be sufficiently acquainted by 
this time, with Portuguese priests not to require 
bekig'told that it is employed in frying their fish 
laid savouiing their sallad ; the ever-burning lamp 
being only lighted a little before the opening of 
the doorK. 

The bfeach of Junqueira although a catraio sta^ 
tion is an exceedingly inconvenient landing place 
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at all times^ but particularly at low water owing 
^to itg extr^ne shallowness. The boatmen are in 
the latter case obliged to take the pass^igers on 
ithdr shoulders^ and carry them sometimes two 
Jiundred yards to place them on terra firma* I 
once saw a very fat friar borne along in this man- 
n^ : he either sat not properly astride^ owing to 
his cumbersome dress, or else the man was iiot of 
an adeq(uate strength to carry sudi - a heap of 
(blubber. T know; not which, nor does it signify^ 
but when at a few paces only from the boat, both 
priest and porter went down together with a piso* 
digious splutter, to the no small amusement vi 
eTery one who witnessed the scene. Some sol- 
-diers passing in a boat at the time kept calling to 
:his: reverence '* Abra a boca e tenha fd"- — '^ opai 
your muzzle and be of good faith." 
. On the lower side of this beach begins the 
famous rope house, built under the ministry of 
the marquis of Pombal. It contains besides the 
iope ' walk many gov^nment worknshops of difr 
ferent kinds. This place is also a spedes of house 
of correction, or of hard labour for wom^ of the 
town, who may have been guilty of some remark* 
able e3»:esses ; but chiefly for those who by witch- 
craft have undermined the health of some holy 
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men and are therefore sent here to ea^ate dieir 
offences^ it no longer being practicable to conisign 
Hiem to the dungeons of the Inqiusition. 
' On that «ide of Belem square, i^hich is paralldi 
to the quay^ is seen the royal riding house^ a neat 
and tasteful edifice ; but where the nature of the 
instruction is so absurd that it .- is difficult to con* 
sider with any degree of patience the buckram 
lessons which the pupils receive. Contiguous to 
t;he riding houseware the terrace and court-yard of 
the queen's gardens^ at the entrance of which 
there is a seijeant's guard* In this court are dens 
for dijBferent wild beasts, once maintained Ibere 
for curiosity ; and above the court, to the right, 
to which you ascend by a flight of marble stairs, 
is a beautiful terrace having on one side of it very 
extensive aviaries, where there were formerly kept 
some very fine and rare birds of prey. I say for- 
m^ly, because after the king's departure for 
Brazil, air these poor prisoners were starved to 
death; the keepers thinking it more expedient 
that Christians should eat the meat allowed for 
them plentifiilly, than that it should be applied to 
the use of brute beasts. The poor animals thus 
dr^ged on for some short time a miserable exist^- 
ence, living solely upon the cakes or other littk 
trifles which the curious, who came there to see 

8 
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tfcem, usually brought in their pockets^ fbr them, 
unta they ended their career by absolute inanition, 
Amongst these fiunished victims, was a very fine 
Bon, a hippopotamus, an elephant, and some smaller 
beasts, a pair of very fine eagles, a kiog pf the 
vultures and other birds. 

On the left hand side, at the top of. the court, 
is the door communicatmg with the gardens, 
which upon application is opened by a porter 
who receives a trifling fee fi)r his trouble. This 
garden is like all others of the kind in Portugal, 
laid out in a stiff symmetrical manner, which 
eflfect is stiU heightened by the sides of the walks 
(formed in very high box or laurel) bemg cHpt so 
as to resemble walls. , At the extremity of each 
walk is a single statue of. some appropriate hea- 
then deity; and at the intewections of • several 
walks there are groupes of the same, all in white 
marble, and very well executed. But although 
these statues bear the attributes of, those whom 
they are meant t» represent, the general igno- 
ranee is so great that they are not unfrequently 
taken for Nossa Senhoras and -respected as such. 
I even recoUect a fact at Cintra of a certain old 
catholic lady having been found on her knees 
before a Venus de' Medici in the marquis of Ma- 
rialva's garden. 
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CRUEL FATB OF THE MARQUIS OF TAVORA. 79 

l%e high trees in the.<jue6n's garden at Belem 
consist chiefly of a species called by the Portu- 
guese alfaroheiras from the fruit (alfarohas) 
which they hear. This fruit, when ripe, resembles iiji 
some measure a dried up bean-^pod of a deep ma^ 
hogany colour ; the pod is the only part which is 
eaten and it has a very luscious flayour< The 
bean is exceedingly hard and of a flattened round 
shape. At the upper extremity of this garden is 
the palace; which in point of structure hardly 
deserves the name^ During the absence of thj^ 
royal family, it was converted into government 
offices ; and at a certain time of the year the se- 
cretary of state held his levees there, after hearing 
mass : an invariable rule with D. Miguel Fojja:^ 
and which together with his general character for 
devotion procured him, in a certain periodical 
work, the appellation of the Militar-Theologo. 

A little below Belem square, is a small fruit 
market. I should not take notice of this place, 
but for the circumstance of its having in the midst 
of it a column, marking the spot on which stood 
the palace of the marquis of Tavora who, with 
the whole of his family including even the chil- 
dren, was under circumstances of the most horrid 
trruelty put to death for high treason against king 
Joseph, His palace Was rased, its site ploughed 
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80 MONASTERTDF BBLBM 

iip^ salt strewed on the spot^ and the present 
t;olumn erected to perpetuate his ignominy^ 
When it was afterwards clearly proved, Ihat the 
Jesuits had r been the authors of the whole plot 
^for the destruction of the king), that body with 
their usual cunning inculpated some innocent and 
loyal noblemen, whose famifies were in conse* 
xjuence extemunated from the face of theearth. 

At about three hundred yards from the above 
memento of Jesuitical villainy, stands the. convent 
of Belem ♦ belonging to the order . of S. Jero- 

* " The real name of tWs magnificent edifice is Bethlem 
which the Portuguese write and pronounce Belem : it is situ- 
ated in a village of the same name, and there is, on the banks 
of the Tagus, a fort called Belem. The churcU seen: from a 
distance has the s^pearance of a prodigious building, but on a 
near inspection is a beautiful and regular edifice, worthy of the 
king D. Manuel, not however so much for its beauty and mag- 
nificence as for the exstraordmary. nature of the design and 
execution of it 

'' Here are the beautiful tombs of king Manuel, and queen 
Maria, whicii are of apiece with other noblfe monuments here 
found, in great numbers, it being the burial place of many 
kings and queens, princes and princesses, whose tombs are 
distinguished by resting on elephants and are adorned mSi 
crowns and escutcheons. 

** The convent is Of the fathers of S« Jerpnimo, and has 
room for two hundred firiars ; the cells are spacious and well 
aired, with a view of the Tagus in front, and looking in rear 
upon orange groves, at once enchanting to the eye, and de- 
licious for their fragrance. The revenues of this monastery 
amouut to neariy eight thousand ducats ; and besides the gar- 
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tiimd^itlie butii^ of whicb dffens noibitrg te6iarib^ 
abt$, behig ait anseemly ms& strehglkeiied by 
ti^j pragfectkig buttresses^ and ^^owhed iwtth 
iiiBN^ lemdamg firagments. of .a battlemeDi; con^ 
jplmd of oniBiiiental cix>ii:pat6es. Afbw:voi^e» 
n^ej^!6&tydsx^\^s, hem^ and there beturdmctfa^ 
bdMtiiesisi^y; are renUved >9tiU:niore misfirabfe and 
t«|^ged in 3i[kelr^ appeaorance . by a . pared of > dirty 
flower . pcto lieterbgenebuflf • £xed abovt ithesnj[ 
THe :g^und floor betvrten the buttresses k let 
out to owners of grog shops* The entrance]^ 
Whldiis at the eastern extrermtf, is said:to:be£a 
tery fine specimen of go£hic azdutecturej: tt;nuiy 
beooAsidered i^ such by iliose wfao^haveimd^iseeil 
Dor hmi gotfaic cathedrals^ This was form^ly 
Ifae banal place of the.kihgs of Portugal ;b«tc^ 
late ihey hove been interred ia the monastery of 
& Vicente de/Foiau CdntigUouH to th^ CQHr^oiii 
ii^A.bQaiitiM oriuogeiy; belongiag to. the mmkj^i 
the^&wt of whioh:is always bought up j»t. an earljc 
season when yet unripe, for exportation. 

In one pf the galleries, you are shewn' the full 

deas destiped for pleasure and recreatioQ, the conyent has ai^ 
estensiive park: aj^pertauung to it, which provides the monks 
with com> wine, and ev^ specif of fruits* This park. is 
wailed round; and the conveuti churchy and depesidefiQiQ9 
are all built of stone." — Farin e Souza e Goez^ c. 53*.'P^'lf .0 

G 
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leiig(li:poitrait8 of att tiki kings tf;Portiigilin^ 
t^ lame of D. Alfcinto Hem^uez. H^ 1io4y «f 
tlieishurch is very worthy of AtkiTi^0ili^iMB^^ 
t)ie seats of the pnnci^dignit^ 
of a finely polished dark :oololtl»d^woQd exiyaiiteijr 
wfdvght In another, pact d the biiMli^ Jnon 
aK6> Aemn a tery ciiHeus oid mamisciaiit Inkki 
7%ie oi^aii is ^Q ^very fine; bi^ Aeti J»^ Wl 
paintings in this cathedral wcjfthy of nfikkae. / " 

Bel^ Castle * now standi hig^andidi? ; 1*8 
I remember the time when at high .water oTm 
lai^ boats, obuld ^eai round i)L. The chtogid is 
lowing- to th6 accnmulafion of sand ooeaaiaiiied liy 
die situation od^ndiich the e£fice is hmltk I djiB 
not enter into a descriptioa of Ihis tower^ it bengf 
already so weU known ; but I shall confiaie DL^a^ 
to accoustting for a oert^ ganHshoi wmdd ob- 
servaUe on the front whieb inunediately &e^ the 
rhrer. Dormg; owe late i^isopdontandiiig^ witiii 

4meiriea> a ^riti^li fngiite and an Americm Jil^Mip 

... f 
' .. ■ < .. 

* ^' III the middle of ihs^ river is seen a s^uai^^ tQwei; wkich 
may be considered as the ciCadel of the metropolis, and which 
all vessels that enter the port must salute, presenting to the 
eonanandant thdu? biHs of heakli loid j^as^orts. It has a Wift 
fortified place of amis provided with can^^:- oopvanioiiees 
Welow to serve as granaries wbea requked and otheni above^ 
wheie stale piifotieiis Htec6oiGxi0iJ*'^--J^drw e Souzu e <2ms^ 
c. 63. p. i. ' 
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qC'Ww imM Ijhkff^ m th^ TsfpfB. The latter, be^ 
]^ .daiiroii3' of adHing, de»rad ikat the Britndt 
fiigmtfiiSkoBldibejqyprbod of ihfl Lisbmi pQvt4aWit;; 
ii;^Mi» in onses Ke. the present, etiac^ ^bmt m 
iMnivriMiIl^kadnithd Tagaii in pursmtof another 
miSL mghk tfnd finrfy hcmrs: fitxyid tiie taiie of ksv 
^alng^^ ThsiBri^Bkc^tiiBifliicbi: hNyvereK ioikrw^d 
fltt. Apnttkoa alnia^ hmiiediMeiyr afiier sKe^ laid 
droppodrdoivA. the rltw ;. b»i on arnying abfcitot 
of Bdenr Ibwe|r> lie vn. h»ifed and tbeO' fited ob 
This was no sooner done than (hk gmrnhmoig in 
rsep&esa far tiiie. American) he retamsd the- com- 
plnadt ttved^foM; twof of the: s^t misml the 
to«mr tfiid' iMnt iifto Ite fMdi bciliAd,^ but 6m ^ 
dssdf b^tor nned inflicted^ th^troondafbove m/m- 



Obtit^w€Kstem8ftl)^ol^&t<m3», dfi^ t]$e bedcliy 
is Ae hifalib d|M» wKIl^ Mi^tp ^ v^Mdn a^ 

ti^ biBihi^' dIoi«^' pra^qu«r Ifer^- mftH^-iiieoti-'' 
v^fid^Mes' olten eebufi^* <mi% td'.tlid ^nstttMiiMci) 
igmMtfide' Aiid t^^asit of edietdttio^ in s&me^ dt ^ 
otieial ¥»ei»ple. I« oii<^ lM^Yi«d ^t on ililtvi^ 
dMt^^shdd fi»^Iand a h6x, whkh bid^ eoHie il^ dl 
V6»s^ f^M Bd[kirBe9le!»i A co»MgiM!sc fever Wim- 
kfiMm t» rii|^ aft i^tL^me i)i Malaga, ffte.^^ 

g2 
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S4 CHURCH OF iTHB miiORIA. 

fio^r. to^ Hrhom Ihe .appfieation \was mtder obscr^ed,^ 
that he could not sanctiba .the landing of lihe boae^ 
as it came from an infected port; it 'was m^Twn 
repiissent^d to him that Marseilles and Malaga 
were two very distinct j^es^;' and even'wheft a 
map of the Mediterranean was set before. him iaad 
the points in questioh clearly shewn^ he cbntented 
himself with pladng his thumb -on Md^gB . and 
his little finger on Marseilles; adding;.'^, Nd^ no, it 
ctonot land^ 'tis all the ' same thii^, :tiie]ie is obljr 
the distance of a span,** 

Having arrived thus &r down the river's «ide> I 
slmll retrace my steps and speak of ;oh}eot8 .and 
persons just as they may happen to ioceur to me. 
..Behind the conveait of S. Jeromsio is a street 
leading up along the wall of the queen's gaeden 
td the church called the Memoria; ereoted in 
commemoration of the. king ( Joseph) VeSeapewJiea 
attacked by the mionkiah regicides. The spot on 
whidi the edifice is built^ is predsdy that wh^iae. 
the royal carriage was fired at. It b almost 
solely composed of a circular dome> v^ry similar 
to that of^the new convent> an^ is built of: the 
same -materiab^ a fipe white species '- of wioai)^ 
b]:ought at considerable expense from the qustrxies 
nearMafra. This buildipg cajoomands the /finest 
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viewf iitk^aUe^toiji sf .the ^^ ;fM ni&eiebom^ 
and) below ifcy aod^ a gi^at^ eitent .<£. country, cmi 
4i6)^edt«tnido of the wateni 

Nofcj&r ^firom tlve Mwaoria is the iauaaiuiui 
Bsmt liay. be seen^: as in/ all^ museumi^ ! a mlmheri 
oil cn^us^ things, and also J the t stu&d . skins f^ 
tiR^ipoot^ heastis hnd hnrds^ that weieijtwsrediiy^ 
thnr^kec^etiih the ^ourt'jrard and 'aviaries loflth^ 
fOMn'titogardens^at Belem; Adjoking thie mu^j 
inivnLii<a(sihaU botanical garden Scht e^£ic .plants;-: 
but in thisy as in every, other M depailanent, . the^ 
lang^ vabsende/^ ;Ili& has b^m .{sraductivcL. if)£ no 
andiocalicmy and.pilfeiing ot.eyery. kinii,ha& keeait 
eaiiieA:oni:ii^ inipunify. w 

iThe.king-s palace.of Hie Ajuda is a:moslpon«» 
dfifouk! edifice ; thalris^thfe wing which was nearly. 
fiiBshed. in. 181 QL This, like miost Portuguese un** 
dertaidiigr,^Wffii: begun^'oni^a colossal, seale^i aad 
Hk^*4fti((ii^ • «4so, will e pmhably^never be ^finished. 
In size, shape, and extent, it resembles Sqlomon^ 
temple (that is, the drawings which we see of it) 
more than any thing I ever saw. Over the grand 
entrance are some colossal statues, of a taste as 
clumsy as the brazen gentleman in Hyde-Park. 
It is impossible to calculate the expense of the 
building of this palace ; and I am convinced that 
no estimate of the probable charge was ever made 
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pwviouB to bdgioniag it^ m it nevte iMkd fattm 
been undeitalceiL It ]S> h^e jbIXL titlicgr gitiit ^ii^ 
fices in Portugal^ constmoted ititfa iinnieiiae ittasack 
of xaavfale bfougl^ iaam Mafrat wbd litht^ we 
ooDsider the ^dmrge, of extivcting each of tfaoM 
gigmtio rbeks from the ^£drnes« that of onMkigw 
jpolishiBg^ and piaoing them, bnd hg&f tin tiioish 
nnds of buUocks and cattM employed in tiie tn»Mh 
port firom Mafira at the aVeiiage bire of intm 
6xtj tp fifty ihilliiigB per idkkn eadi jpdId^ im 
dudl he lost in calculation of the expense, 
V .There is ti)0th|ng pai^kular about the intifentid 
deeoratidn&of tiiepakce^ ieaeeptfaig IJm pnniMi^ 
with which the walls of the i^ortftdfinta -ake^ht^ 
daiibed> and wbidi are reinaikaUe for bbd.fA^te 
a^d pitifol execution. Th^ Jsltuatipfi of this pgH 
leee is iq^eh supierior to that of the N^ceasidBdes } 
ind it esnmaaola as fine a.Tii^ alaaost m dMs.tbd 
Meibona already mentikim^^ hwag {MreiMy )ie«efy 
^ an eqp^ IMglit abov$ thf liv^, 
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CHAPTER V. 



•RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



BUENOS ATBB8 — ^LIMITS OF THIS QUARTER OF LISBON-^ 
BEAUTY OF THE PROSPECT FROM THENCE— GRANDEUR OF THX 
TAOUS — SIGNAL STATION — SEBASTIANI8TAS — ^ERROR OF A FAIR 
TRATBIXSR RB8FXCTING THAT ABSURD SBCT-HSTORT OF XINO 
SEBASTIAN-— aXS XARLT REIGN — HIS RASH lOYB OF ENTBR-* 
PRISE — HIS EXPEDITION . TO AFRICA — ^VAIN ATTEMPTS TO DIS« 

8UADE HIM FROM UNDERTAKING IT ^AMOUNT OF HIS FORCES 

HIS FIRST OPERATIONS IN AFRICA — BATTLE OF THE LUCO 

^DEFEAT, CAPTURE, AND PROBABLE DEATH OF SEBASTIAN — 

TARIOUS OPINIONS ON HIS FATE — BELIEF OF THE SEBA8TIAN- 
ISTAS THAT HE WILL TET APPEAR ON EARTH. 
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CHAPTEK V. 



/. ramble; THROUGH LISBON.. 

• • • .* : , " .'. ; 

t ' ■•' . * ' : • • ' ^ \' ,1 

^ Buettos Ayres a great deal hifi beenisaid ; it 
being the place o^ residence of most English fnimi^ 
lies^ and partictdHrly of thbsfe^of our countrymeii 
and countrywomen who, suffering from piilino^ 
ttury complaints, are usuaU^ advised by thcdrpz^ 
ibffisaoiial attmdante to remove to this climate; 
when they see no. chance of being able to make 
them drag out their eidsience many weeks fongen 
It is difficult to define the boundaries of what 
people please to oall Buenos Ayres ; there being 
but oiie street of that name, and which is less 
than any other, considered as such. Tberie is a 
seci&tiA street running up out of the main street, 
aii)il< at' ri^t angles with it and tSie river; called 
Rua de S. F. de Paula; the houses at the top 
and <m the left hand of which I consider to be the 
iveatem boundar3r of Buenos Ayres. 

^ The badcs of these frontier housesi command a 
beaaiafiil unrnterrupted view of fjie mouth of. &e 
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90 GRANDEUR OF THE TAGUS. 

river^ of Alcantara^ Junqueira^ the palaces of 
Ajuda and the Necessidades; while in the distant 
scenery is included the fishermen's village of Tra- 
faria^ the isolated fbrt Bu^o in ^ middle of ihe 
entrance^ fort S. Julian, Cascaes &c* These 
houses are, as may be imagined, exceedi^Iy 
dear, and are chiefly occupied by English. The 
Rua do Prior running off from them at right angles, 
Aid of cours)^ pafirafllelfm^i theT^^sr, b just'inH- 
f&m%lf i5n &ie broW ioi tl^6: hilT to be sor^pmd i» 
few from die noHh witfd. Almost all tlfe houate 
ia this street are h(ibds, t^pt either by Englisl^ 
4»en, or by people wh» speak En^iii^ TM^q^ 
commodatitms are very good, m so fer gs th^ 
hirboitr perhaps a ftw kss iHigs Iliim«lj^wjb^; 
;md tie ^w from ike houses is fCHr the pres^Ait 
jmbbstrueted by any b<dl(HiigsfinifO]»t, ti£$rgnduiid 
being oceif pied as % fruit iRid kitchen gutdetf* ^ 
, It: Japlpiars %o . nae e«traQfdi*^ry how w^J opp 
ecmld jd(>kitem|ilate thfe majesty of tlie T^n^j Pfi 
jteen^fromiReeVeif Hotels and hot be stafudc; wjti^ 
the grandcfur nof Ifae ^seeniei Cm any bm irbo!lms 
only sten our riviilets, cosbidfel' n^th InSi&term^iL 
titer !vv^se breadth dpposite/tihe dty m4$am^ Mt 
least ten miles? Tliat persott nrnait be stradgriy 
influenced by mttioiial pTe^ctdii^e ivfafrjcbnU do 
odidnv&ethBn confess th^DtdprTfaaiatts/iitifiiaU 
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i|» 0t9»imt^ U in «fnii|^$ifti in^h tUi Jnit » 

. Tb0«t9r6^ab^mineiilx>iied,toj^^ 
of ifte Sdflranranl^ cbnititiite wbat 10 ^gfDeraHy uar: 
d*stQ6d 1)y BuenM Ajirei. It ia in ihb jplace* m:& 
kae iifc ^^mtittiityi>f Rito ^ Prior, that the 
fjgftjjf ite mfidk <m tbe appearance of my VMfldt. 
offdie biur ; a*d tminbers t^ pei8on8> interested iti> 
4»e^4Bi!inil of ti^eFitaMMiApadkettiar.otliOT 0liii»0^ 
aDe«)titiiiuiil}y seen^ iti^^iiisig tbeif eyes witb ii^ 
t4iMe MoAgty ^Ktmigh 9py glasaes dtreicted oa tilra 
horizon^ and hoping that any spedc that beoomea 
miMe may prove to be the M%hed for btigect. 

Hare also a fair trateUer declares that she Baw^ 
what» during a residenoe of itiany yeaiis^ I coUld 
Wfiwr fi^ceive^ ci^trds of Sebastwufltas looking^ 
qui Iw the arrival of theiSr patron* rThtit Ihera 
jire peissonH weak eooiigh 1^ believe In the qcm^ 
awed e)n£ftteice of Jdng Sebartian i$ iip^oubted ik 
ind^ I have been intimately aicquainted wi^ 
s^velnat: but that ii^ftf fia^k the mwm 90 far a£^ 
to iaetfyf^ abont Bimioa Ayi^ hil) U^ y^atiok fyt 
hit 9mViA, KMT that they ever inake wythicg con^ 
ertning hm ^ tp;^ of i^onv^rsatiotis I nev^r wae( 
aUe to observe* I theref<9tpe beHeye that «mie 
peraona mMt hwe nnsled that anttaMe and m 
9iaiay.poiiito very acGUj(ate authoress^ mto a^per-i^ 
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9T ERROR W A FAIR mAtELLER. 

madoii thk eriesyold fasJdoned'LidbQ^ 
with a three pointed hat and bob wig.'hoIdii^gMi 
glasds in hii Uaiid> was «i* eaqpMkfait Sebaatfflyst^ 
siMte.that is; the dress widdh! is BmpfposeA'ioM^^ 
tinguidi that sect^ ifsndi it nMqr^be opStcL > As* 
it majr not be iinpniper : haris' to'twyrf«jniirtIttBf^ 
about the SebastianistaSj and ti$> gire a dear JdM-^ 
of tbe origin of so absnrd a seet,' i shall fori t]ie> 
iiiformati6n>of'tho£te who may not hare tAm^Hi^ 
trouble to inform themselves on <^.point bf Poiv* 
tuguese history, give abrief dec^nttit; of DoniSte^J 
bastian's reign and disappearance. > .( » 1 

This prineoi at tiie age of three years, sb<^ 
eeeded to the throne on the death of hisvnsUe 
John in.^ on ^e Gth of June; 1557. During tlb' 
iLing^s minority, the reins of government wm^ 
eonfided ^ to his grandmother, qitecai OatlieriAi$>' 
whoadted with such t^gbui- a^ pradeiice, thdt^ 
dlie compelled the Moors, who had laid siege t^ 
Mazag&o with an army of 80,000 men, to aban* 
don that enterprise^ as well as the attempted r^ 
duction of all the otii^r strong places held by the 
PcMiiUguese on the African .coast. Notwttbstand^ 
ing* the illustrious qualities i^^ this queens the 
ntitmral aversion which the Portuguese coitld i^ 
helpmanifesting to the government of a woman, 
and bbove all a Spfdiish w<mian, bfecoBMe $it']as<^ 
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STORY OF S^NO S6BAStIA»r. ^3 

Boridd4k»t> ihAt >filie Yoluntarily resigned tibe re«- 
^eriey info the Imnds of her forotlier in IaW> the 
xoffdiital D. Hemiquee^ great unde to the king. - 
At the age of ^fofarteen, the ybang monareh 
iodk upoa lumsdtf the gofremment of his kmg<- 
dom, and bogan: frdm the earliest period to gino 
p]X>Q& of ihe injudicious nixainer hivwhich he had 
been e<^Qflited» So false were the ideas which 
had been instilled into. his mind^ that he regarded 
^hi(sliaiiit|r as ebnsistiiig chiefly of a inortal 
]iq|n^ toward Musselmans. J shall pass oirer m 
stknoe the numberless difficulties which accona* 
l^ied the beginning of his reign^ by reason of the 
bide advice iof. Us counsellors^ and the intrigues of 
tbAt^di^^table body of men the Jesuits. 
i ..In 1574, the king began. to shew Jus love of 
rafeoprise; for having iaYited some of lils^nobl^ 
tP a bnnt^ he suddenly :esoJiarJked;aiid set aail with 
l^bmciy ;^np]K>vided with necessaries of aiay^kind^ 
£^rrthe.eoa^t of,A£rica> whither he had previously 
d^spatohed the Prior of Crato wi^&a few.himdred 
inen* . On.his:amiral the^e, he sent bbcfc carders vto 
libe'duk^ d'Avi^o to join him with lu3'people^ and 
to bvin^ with ^bitn as inany volunteers <ais he might 
bev^ble topusembk. Tim Wai no sooiier dohe^ 
th^n;he betook hiniself tQ a nntnber. of .small ih^ 
1:094?^ Aii^posH)^ l^s^'pefson in. tbe Most immiii^ 
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^ HIS. Unm TI0K TO MMCA. 

4egrfi6> witHoi^ hoYfwm, undtsrliddig wmji^ikimg 
^mmm&i^ He retuned. sfacNttl^ after to, Lbbam 
aft^ eicperieanciii^ on hk*pe«nge ilienuMifc tean> 
j^Qons weatber ; and hb andvel ww edebrited 
Miilit audi demo aB tr at iqt yy dP jaj> as mwrfe lui9A 
canned Inm the moat livdy aatia&ci;^ 

The tsmAeamamdi this wild es|iedi^iiy fiir 
from cuniig the kaij^ of kia mania^ aeemed ^nAy t6 
augment his desire oieonquermg bHAAuul. SqA 
isas lak infatuatioa that^ to be^ia £nmiir mtkMm^ 
itiwaa necessary to applaod his prcjieets^; aili a 
circimistancesoon occurred wUttfa fitroted Uaai^ 
dent widies* BlnWy Mahom^ ki^ <^ ¥es^ aad 
of Morocco^ had been dethroned hf his aack^ lia^ 
ley M oluco ; and » the beg^n^fing of the tmr he* 
tweea these two pinoey* the regent of Pertogal 
faad'sent oflbrs of snceom to^ Mahomdt^ who^r^ 
fused^ Aem^ uriHk oontenpt* But seeing hneetf 
beaten^ uti hamg solidited ii^ i^ain iiM^asristaaoe 
of the hi^g o£ l^pain^ he had ait last reeetirse fe 
Sefaartifln ; anl to* reader him prop^oios he g«M 
up to him Arsiii^ whieh bis flither had wreeted 
firom. the Pevtuguese* ii^flimg coidd be^ moM 
agr^eeahie to 4i» khi^*6 d^Nwes*^ Re therelbre^eC 
off ]»to Spain *to seKdii the support of hfac vmd» 
PfaiEp IL^ who bdn^f unable t# dissuade Ins im^ 
phsw fon ^tt adhrised eft undfiirt^^ 
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the:'' laiegmm % promwig ta mkt, }0p(i wUbi 
fi% gfdlejis and, five. ihouBasid meow He»ar^<#far; 
0fiii the <piqpt8m Aldsn^ au offiter. of coawitiratMto 
expeiienee^ 'to Africa^ iit ocder to aaeertoin (9m(^)r; 
Yum inatters stood thene ; but Botiyithatobi&dg. jito 
unfavoraUe report (^ ibis envoj, tbo kiBg;.^ 
Portugal's resolution remained unshftbea*. . 

Tl|0^dfl qoa^i and tfae^card&ial HeuaqiifiSffj &r- 
gotlingf their mutual hatred to ^adi^ other; .umtadT 
ttioir ^floETts to persaade tibe king to. desist frost hitk 
parpo». Butfiuling in thair^mpts. thafeinicc 
4|6d sfaortty after of griaf;. and the ktiec. retired 
to Erora^ refiEiinng to see hift Rephew or toaccept 
of the regency dum^ Us* absenoe* The hang 
BiMeover received 'a letter from .Muley Mohico, 
slaitiilg thdt he had dethroned, in t}ie penon' of h]» 
nephew MuleyMahomet/the most mqfmncipled of 
Infants and assassins^ and one altogether unwor^ 
d^tSebastian's assistanee : ad&ig thfit if the ldag» 
ol' Portugal vfflvM denst from v his tfaiieatened in* 
vasion^ he woldd add to the l^oiitugui^tt^ p0Bie»* 
«on» m Afiicaa poftic«i of ienkivated laaad of ton 
mSes breath roiuid eaeh tomn. Those hetd by 
Hie -Portuguese at that time were Ceuftd^Timgier^ 
Axttia and MaaagAo. To t^o propotab D. 
Sebastian gave' ne rniswer^ but betodk himself to 
laying contributions and taxes of evdry l^id €q>on 
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SW HIS PIMTt omUTIOMB IN jmtlCA. 

I^- peojie,^Teefnymg dkiatfow fie&m bis iixibte^ 
tboA exaetiiq^ firom the dergy^ fay imtiie :of ^^ 
biUi regarding ci»Mdbs/ a^som ainomttiiig t6>fi% 
^Id^oesand craM^s.^ He lAio .ektitrted 6ott tiier< 
New Cliriseiahsy tim htsidred and t«tei^;thawaiid' 
ciudadbs, m retunl^fbr wkich ht granted HMm.m-^ 
veral priviiegesl ^^ : ^^ . ' 

~ •ByIA£^ms of .these/fimdii he lme4 itaroqns at 
Home aud abroad; and cm the 17th Jtme vrenim 
procession toi^the cathedxal^ where the ip6pi::^tmidr 
ard recdived the solemn benedicikin .(^ theardi- 
bishop and was immediately presented by the-tiog 
to D. Liiiz.de,M^iezes, with orders to embwktiie 
l^odps forthwidu These conaiited of OQQQ Pofr 
tngnese in&ntfy; 3000 Germain un^r colonel' 
AniWgf smt by the prinee of Ojrauge; 700.ita^ 
Jims cbmrnoaded by Sir -^ — Sti^ely^ an Ei^^yU^b 
knight; 2000 Spaotiardai; said SOO volunt^eeia 
ccwmsilded by Chri^x>YAo de Tavwa, an intonate 
friend of the king^ a. man of comrage^ but deitH. 
tuie of eqperieoce inmatters of wair« y 

> The .squadron was jcopafiosed of fifty man :of 
war] $S)A five ;galleys, besides the transports ^ 
am^untipg altog^^'tp neatly IQOO. sail Th^ 
artillery of tli^ expedition cmi^l^li lOf twi^l^: 
pieqes. The fciog emt^ark^od on ihe, 24^ Jm^ 
1S^7$» : leading the government of the kingdom; 
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Amkig hj« fdiienofi to t)i6 «fdbtbb)iap oflj^bcni 
J). JUt^ de Aloieiday D» Perp de Alcpfova^ Fri^ 
i^sgo. de Sn imd D. JoiiQ Mascureidiii^), I ,^a|1 
hqI i^eak pf the numberlei^ pray^ni seat ^ frooi 
^ pmts <)f thci kingdom ta dbsuade the king firom 
Ilk piirpQ^> fqr they would fill voloineis.: Imt 
moh w^9 th@ attachmeAt of the ivhol0 eomtry to 
thk Ttimwtia 40Tereign^ tb^t hundreds Hnt th^ir 
/low tq aqeompAny him, who would not ^on^tion 
lug mitj^rprise hj ai^>6aii]|g in it theiiiselvea« \ 

Th^ flotilla umled from the Tagus with n fayor«> 
^0 wi^d, and limved in a few days at Cfidi^^ 
inrhere the duke of Medina Sidonia mtertained 
thi9 king magnifi^sently for the space of a week* 
iwug all his endeavours (as instructed by the 
^ing of Spain) to engage hiii guest at least not to 
ibaaard tas royal persou in Africa* But $eba£rti«ii^ 
having here been joined by the expected succours* 
sHMiX mA wchoredcff Tangi^, where he dis- 
fiinbarked with a few troops ; having ordered D* 
PiegQ de Souza to proceed to Arzila and ther4 
(0 li^d the rest of the ^^bdlticm and wait hi> 
ftmiTal, This. was exfcujted; and the i^my ret 
tnained at Ar^a three week9, before they were 
Joked by the kiqg, 

Sebastiian fowd Muley Mahoinet waiting for 
Jbim at Tangier, where a council of war was hel4 

H 
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in wUfcHit was detetimti^d unaniaibiisiy tq l)b^ 
1»y taki&g\L^aebe<; dtid it beiii^ Us latrnf^t^ 
WisK it was agreed to ifiar<^htyther by latid< Md 
to ferd tke Luco riTpr. The Moorish pnncfd wa* 
^Dtoeeditiigly averse t6 t&i»arnitigem^t; b^ttftie 
lNrmy:adir^eed oii^ tho 29th. Jnly^ and ^Hdftmped 
i^ two leagues from j^j^^^ila. Herat^y wefe^met 
% captain Aldaya> who was sent by the dilkci cf 
i^lva to present the kihg* wkh a hefanet/ ^Nhkh 
had belonged to the emperor Charles V., and* a 
lelter advishlg hini iKoi to penetrate into the mte- 
xibr^ but to confine iM operatlDM to the fedne^ 
tion of Litiradie* MideyMolUoo^iiotwithstacidii^ 
a serious illness, under whi^h he mBB^PO^ewig, wuh 
ROW 9pproaehing the invadei^s at the heJEid pf^att 
innumerable iotce ; aad he &sed Jim ^sanp tike4 
«o thelord o^th& Lueo^ in sight of the Christian 
army* 

Don Sebastian again held a oo^n^y wheriM 
#ome were for retreating, ovl4ng to the apparffltt 
fanpbssibility of Ibrdng the passage of the m»k 
but mfihy gave their' v^te for' tl»3 JBght> wbicft 
being most cohHotiant witii the kmg's tasta 
l/gas adjtypted. l!^twlths(tanding i^ objectioiia of 
Mahomet, who clearly saw* that by tkiaf/he oer?: 
tainly could gain/ nothing and might lose erery 
thing, di^positioiii» were therefore made for giting 
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BATTLE Of THE LUCO. (9^ 

blittle' on' the followiilg mprning> the 4th ci 
August* 

V The Christian'^rtoy Was, by the directi<m of 
Aldata, drawn uf in thr^e lines. The first con* 
sisted of the volunteers, having on their right the 
Q^xnmw and Italians, and on their left the Spar 
imriBiiib^ Portuguese regiments con^osed the 
^ecmd emA third lines. The cavalry, to the nmu'* 
ber of fifteen hundred, were divided iuto two corps : 
that of the right was conundnded by the duke of 
Aveiro, having with him Mahomet and Im peo^ 
pie ; while the left corps, in which wa£l the royal 
standard, was under the order of the djftke <^ 
Bavc^os, with whom were the Prior of Cratoa^d 
mai^y other first rate noblemen* The ku% w$» ii| 
the van. 

Muley Moluco likewise disposed hi^ troops in 
tibree lines. In his first were the exp^^ted 
Moors of Andaluzia ; the second was composed of 
die Eldies, or raiegad<^; aiid the third (^ the 
Afiicans of Fez, Morocco^ and Frudante. The 
whole were drawn up in the foim of a cresoebi^ 
having on each flank 10,000 horse, «nd in the 
rear the rest of the cavalry, 

Muley Moluco, although fiointii^ with delnlity^ 
got upon his horse to witness in person the eze^ 
cution of his ord^s, and at eleven o'clodi: opcaoed 

H 2 
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100 DEFEAT, GAPtURE, AUD IPROBABLE 

a fire tnth the whole of his artiBDiery* • TiseChrkni 
tians returned the compliment^ and immediately 
engaged the enemy with the heai and Valour 
whicli might be expected from a young and gal- 
lant nobility^ inspired by the presence of thdr king. 
Don Sebastian^ oh the first onsets received a wound 
in the shoulder blade^ but took no ndtice:of it^^ 
dhd charging through the first line of the enemy^ 
he put the second in disorder* Here Muley Mo* 
luco made a desperate attempt to charge in per^ 
soUj^ and drew his scimitar for the purpose; but 
nature being at lengtib exhausted, he fdl from his 
saddle, and but that his attendants caught. him, 
he would have reached the ground. .Sang^carr 
tied to his litter, he almost immediately expired, 
placing his finger on his lips to signify that it was 
{expedient to keep his death a secret« 

The Christian army w^e now surrounded oh 
all sides* The king had two horses killed -under 
him ; • and fighting by his side were slain Don Al-^ 
fonso de Aguilar^ Don Oonsalvo Chacon and cajh 
tain Aldava, all three CastiBians* His.nugestj 
Was now i^on made prisoner, and stripped of .^ 
his arms; and as those who; took' him began to 
^dispute to whom they should driver him, on6 of 
•their captains observing itxried aloud, *' What! 
after God's granting us such a victory, are you 
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DBATB OF SBBASf IAN* • iOl 

^Jimrrdllinj^ like ifog9 about a pridoner T and im? 
mediately gave the king sq yioleutt a sabpre cut 
over the right eye^ that he felled him fit>m his 
*horse« ' The other Moors, then despairing ^of H 
jransom for his pa*son, put ah end to his life; t 
Such, : according to some, was the end of Don 
£lebastiah4 Others affirm that he was seen alive, 
rafter the time that event is supposed to have takeii 
j>ldee, by Liiis de Brito who was made pri^^^iiep 
^tb the rc^ial standard and carried to . Fez * ; 
jind Don Xuiz de Lima declared that he after-* 
wards saw the kii^ wsilkii^ towards the rivers ai? 
did^also Manoel de jSouza f* ' 
; On the following day, Muley Hiam^t, who^had 
Iteea* proclaimed kiAg of Morocco as soon as the 
Imttle was over, ordered all the prisoners into his 
presence. Amongst these was Don Nuno Mas^ 
careidias the king's servant, who affirmed ibat fai$ 
^nasler was dead and in the manber above dor 
floribed. Some of the captives were then sent to 
gain information on the subject on the £eld %ii 
battle ; and Seb^tiad de Resende, a jservant of 
the king's chamber, jetuiiied with a dead body^ 
which was acknowledged by almost all the pri^ 
soners as. that of their late king* It was th^Ji 

* Mendon^a. De Meza, Joumada d'Africa. 
t Faria e Souza. 
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conv^d bjr order of Hamet to Alcufeaqtttvir^ fttiH 
^^ited in the house of a Jew *. 

PIuSp IL of Spain forming an allktnce sooa 
after with Muley I^met, this sapposed body of 
Don Sebastian was given Up to Um and conveyed 
to Ceuta. From th^ce it was taken to Poitu- 
gal^ and deposited amongst the remidns of Im 
fiNrefathers in the convent of Belem; where, as 
Well as at Madrid, his funeral obseqtdes were per^ 
formed. Thus ended Don Sebastian, in l^ie twenty- 
fifth year of his age, and twenty-^third of his reign^ 
a victim to the inordinate love of glory. 

Some say that Sebastia£r de Resende declared 
that the body above mentioned was the king's^ in 
nrder to facilitate his mi^esty's escape. The &et 
is, that the Prior of.Crato, who was taken pri* 
soner, always afifected to c^eak of flie dealli ^ 
I his master in very ambiguous torms; and we are 
asmired that, during the reign of the cardinaUdng 
D<m Henrique2» his successor, Don Sebastian came 
to Algarve^ and ]Bent a wdl known person to an* 
nounee his alridval to his uncle. But tih» priiMse's 
ambition stifled in him any latent affection for hit 
nephew, so far as to induce him to smj^ress moi^ 
carefully the promulgation of tlus news. 

* Mendon^a. 
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CREDULITY OF THE SEBASTIAKISTAS. 103 

Every thing connected with the reign of Don 
Sebastian is extraordinary : but it is much more 
so that there should still be many persons^ in other 
respects very sensible, who believe that he will yet 
appear again to ascend the throne of Portugal ; 
and many there are who, in defence of this beUef, 
would undergo martyrdom. This sect or party, 
whichever you please, are called Sebastianistas ; 
and although they have not printed any thing on 
the subject, they have nevertheless written num- 
berless papers, in which the most incredible efforts 
are made to give a colouring of plausibility to 
their absurd opinions. Lord Tyrawley is said to 
have exclaimed respecting the Portuguese, '^ What 
can be expected of a nation, one half of which- is 
looking out for the Messiah, and the other half, 
for Don Sebastian who has been dead for two 
centuries T 
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CHAPTER VI. 



RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



CHURCH AND M0KA8TBET OF ST* J0a6 DE DEOS— 
EXHIBITION OF SAINTS ON THE DAT OF ALL SOVLS«— 

PALACE OF JANELLAS VERDES CONTENT AND CHURCH 

OF O CORACaA DE JESUS— -GRANDEUR AND MAGNIFICENCE 

V 

of these edifices — description of them— hospital 
of the british factory — english burtino-ground 
and chapel — monastery of st. dominoos at bem« 
pica — its splendid endowments'— sepulchre of the 
heroy don john de castro — his epitaph— some ac- 
count of his exploits and character— his early 
life^-his viceroyalty in india — heroic defence of 
dio^don john pawns his whiskers — his letter to 
the people of ooa— -his notable piety— -discovery 
of the miraculous cross of meliapor— drawing of 

it sent to don sebastian close of don john' de 

Castro's career— dying speech of the hero. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



Returning from the digression in the last chapter, 
I shall now resume my remarks .upon the public 
edifices of Lisbon. Immediately under Buenos 
Ayres hill, and in the main street, is the church 
and monastery of S. Joa8 de Deos. I never shoidd 
have noticed this building, but for the extraor^- 
nary exhibition here held on the days of All Saints 
'and All Souls. Nothing can be more dismal thah 
the city of Lisbon on those days : the bells of all 
the churches resound with thd most lugubrious 
Itnells, which seem to diffuse melancholy through 
fevery bosom. One of these days, being tJie annr- 
Versary of the awful visitation of 1755, does not 
in a ismaQ measure associate ideas of the most 
painful nature, bringing to the imagination the 
dreadi^l scene of havock and general wreck, wKch 
worked the desolation of this great city. 

In honour of all our fellow-Creatures who have 
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108 EXHIBITION OP SAINTS. 

passed before us "that bourn from wbence no 
traveller returns/ and for the repose ci thdr 
souls, a day in the year is set ap*t, whic^n Por- 
tugal is spent in saying and hearing masses. In 
England we call it AU Souk" 4«y ; in Portugal 
^' OS defimctos" or day of the defunct. But by a 
strange contradiction^ whilst praying ftar their rer 
pose^ the friars of S. Joad de Deos disturb the 
remains of a great number, and ranging them 
along the walls of a vault with branches of laurel 
betwixt them, exUbit their mouldering carcases a^ 
incorruptible saints to the gaase of all the curious. 
Such a sight is not calculated to .render the sen- 
sations of the day more cheerful. Amongst these 
Bfeoitol remains^ are seen those of one of theQindes 
d'Obidoai who has been an inmate of this dreary 
abode upwards of one hundred and fifty years. 
His body^ which is stuck upright against the waD, 
is distinguished from the others by his high sta- 
ture. He must certainly have been a very tall 
man, for when I last saw his remains in this plape^ 
he out to]^d his fellow lodgers^ although his feet 
and tibiffi were gone. When the two days are 
past, these holy, and^i as it is pretended, incor- 
ruptible relics, are gathered together, and thrown 
into the charnel house until the following year. 
It does not belong to me to pass sentence upon 
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'7ALACB OF JANELLAS VERDBS. 109[ 

siicli a, <m$tom; but I leave every one to ji;^%€h 
for himself how far. an aKhibition of the kind is 
eonri^;ent with decency. How the descendants 
of the 'count d'Obidos can suffer the trunk from 
which they sprung to be thus annually exhumedj, 
to gratify the gaze of grave hunters and the cupi* 
dity of monks, is an enigma oaly to be. accounted 
for by the supposition, that the latter have per-^ 
suaded them that he is a sadnt in heaven and that 
they know from himself that he approves^ of it. 
. Close to this convent, is the palace of JaneUats 
Yerdes or green windows, which for some years 
was occupied by our ambassador. Sir Charley 
Stuart, Opposite to it b a very handsome foun^ 
tain, with a great number of spouts coming.througl^ 
sculptured dolphins and surmounted with a fine 
statue t)f Venus, hold^g a pair of cooing doves, 
and having by her side the god of love. Thisi 
group is not unfrequently mistaken by the lower 
orders erf Portuguese for the Virgin Mary, with 
the infant Jesus amusing himself with a bow and 
arrow;, and the doves they take for a couple of 
spiritus sancti. . 

. In a country so eminently Catholic as PortugaJl^ 
the objects which principally arrest attention are 
the immense number of churches and monasteries ; 
but to go iDver them all and attempt a separate 
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ntf GONVENT/AXD CHURCH OF -O CCXBAGAd D^ JESUS. 

ibd dettiiled desdriptidn o^ eacli wdttid be a& ^nd*- 
less^ and after all, in a great measure, an uninte-- 
festmg office. I shafl therefore, whilst on fMs' 
tepie, only mentibn those peculiarities for wlu(^ 
a fewof fliem are dfetingidshed; 
"■ Theneit convent, bmlt by the late queen, is the 
most hoWe piece of arcMtecture which has been 
tindei^aken since the earthquake. No pdtry bricks 
enter-into the composition of this superb fabric ; the 
whole being built of Mafra marMe. It has an area 
m front, of great wid«i, made of large flat mar- 
ble, which is ascended by two flights of six or 
eight steps each. The lower steps are protected 
from the injuries which might result from the 
wheels of carriages, by marble posts of a very 
handsome shape. 

' The front entrance of the church is by five 
curiously wrought ponderous iron doors, which lead 
into a vestibule extending the whole length of the 
building, on one sidet aid on the other, as well 
as in the inside of the vestibule, are beautifrd mar« 
ble colossa! statues of saints. Those on the out-" 
side measure at least twelve feet in height. The 
whole of the front elevation is in good taste, al- 
though it has an ^pearance of intricacy, the 
number of statues which every where decorate it 
being very great. The centre ornament represents 
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tteiiieaiH; of otir Sa^ri^ur: (tntotrned With t^iui) 
ttota which emiEinates a ^ory^ wil^ the rays &IH% 
tipoa numberless adckring angels. The v^per pari 
<>f the^edifice terminates in two fine square steeple 
and a very majestic dome^ mu6h o£ the :^aipe de^ 
smption as that of Si. Faults in Ldodon^ which it 
ioight be; thought had serrod as a m0del ihr it; 
Near th^ ;top,of thii( dome^ are two si^pi^h and 
i|)aGious balconies ; 'one in thp interior wMdi looSs 
down iiito the chiirch^J and the other oiitiide; 
vdiiph commands a view beyond description maf 
jestic. 

'• Such is the height of thiii building iqi itself^ md 
tibat of its Bite above the level of the sea^ that 
it i$ se^n frdoa ah immense distance^ and served ai 
nne of the principal stations in the trigphbmeirioal 
survey, ci the province of Estremadura by colonels 
Fraaciz^i^ l^iara and Falque. The shape of the 
aisles is that of a cross* Iti th^^ high parts of th^ 
kiteridr are the gTafrngs three deep, provided with 
projecting pikes> ike whole deeply gUt^ behind 
whi^h <he nund place Ihemselves (invisible to the, 
l^otigtegation) during the service to chaunt the 
responses^ The intervals of these golden barriers 
which separate from society mi&tiy who migitt be 
tisefiil members ot it^ are filled up with richly 
framed paintings. The numbei: of alt^^rs are tmo 
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priiicqial and about twelre (at least) smallm dneri : 
of the fermer the one represents the last supper, 
and the other the day of general accounts Both 
these are the work of Pedro Alexandrim^ w arti9t 
of very great merit. 

. The convait of nuns adjoins the churck on the 
north ade» It ia a very extensive bnildihg and 
has a large piece of ground belonging to it for 
the use of the nuns^ which is surrounded by a 
wall between thirty and forty feet high poscu-^ 
pined at the top with broken glass bottles, to 
scare off the amorously disposed ; an unnecessary 
precaution, since all the nuna of this order are 
very antiquated virg^s. The bd&y of tUa estar 
blishment has the best assortment of bells perbapa 
in the kingdom ; their numbers and notes being 
such as enable the ringers to execute any tune« 
The favourite mrs that are invariably played, ou 
great festivals are the " Minuete Afaiidangado'' 
ti/andangoni»ed minuet, or else the vulgar ditty 
of Piriquito baylar na6 ^ei. I l^ve the reader to 
judge how far these tunes a^re in acpordanpe witb 
the awful name of the building, and that to which 
it was solemnly dedicated '' o coracao de Jesus,** 
the heart of Jesus. , 

Near this place stands the hospital of the Bri* 
tish factory, easily recognized even at a distance 
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BN6L1SH BURYING GROUJf D ANP CHAPEL. 1 1 3 

from thd neatness of its structure^ from the Eng^ 
lish destnliness . seen in every thing about it> and 
from the high and mournful row of cypress trees 
in ibe prdtestant burying ground which adjoins it* 
To tiie latter place a|>iece of land has lately been 
annexed^ tibe old burying ground being already 
completely full. 

In the centre ^ the new acquisition^ has been 
built a protestant chapel : a place of pure worship 
so loi^^needed by our countrymen in Lisboh^ who 
unjdl this point was carried ware obliged to attend 
divine service, in the house of the British ambassa* 
dor, wherever that might chance to be. Permis- 
sion was granted by the king for the erection of 
this little temple (called by the. natives /' o syna-^ 
gogjo dos Ingl&ss»') but not without certain re^ 
strktions; among which there wel*e, that it should 
have nothiiig like a steeple or tower that could 
distinguish it. essentially from private buildings^ 
edsA that the serviee should not be peiformed with 
music, to avoid giving cause of scandal to the 
neighbourhood. 

The fa(^tory hospital tvas built at the-espence 
f>f Qei'ard de Visme Esq.^ as was likewise the 
budding in which the dead are deposited previous 
to interment* Nothing can be more calculated to 
inspire serious thoughts than the perfect tranquil- 
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iity and mournful sifeiioe^ which flecm to mga 
amidgt these mansions of the dead. Many of £he 
tomhs, with i(riiich:tha oId:.baiying..':^pnNinfd[' is 
ffled^ are of beautifal architecture and very ap^ 
propriately ^msdEUcaited. Amongist tbe tnosfc -re- 
maiicable are those ctfprini^'WUdedcV wliaiiclied 
of a cholick as a judgment on him for doAiiGSiig 
monks; and young Mr* Giuldehnestxe, who isi ^d 
to have barteied his life at Tangier for a Idas. 

Dutfeig ihe time tliat Jnnot^ was master.iof Xhk 
hm, Ab fSBU^ry hdq»itdl was the place of amr 
finemeni finf the principal British naddenta wiio 
h^not left the country. 

The street m which the above bu]id^lgii sitUf^ 
at6d; l^ids to Bern Fica> where tible|» it a monas;- 
t^)^ of Dominican friars^ oelebitttted asconlaiQuig 
th6 reanains of the foonous Bo^ John, da^^istrbi 
fourth viceroy of India • ; whd^ to rem iii^ey Jb» 
cariying oil the waar agabst his MiUisiihii^ i9»0* 
tnieii^ was' obliged to pawn his trhiniiers; 'lUi 
nobleman having been jui^y esteeftied ^db-^dM 
most renowned heroes that Portugai ever j^ro^ 
dbced^ ^' description (tf the pltfce wh^re his ti&iea 
repose may not be a^ogetib^ uninWrestiiigi I 
say repose, for I never heard that the cuiitom ob^ 
Iserved at S. Joa6 de Deoft of exposing tiie bones 

* In the reign of Jphn III, of Portugal. 
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of smnts onee a yeGEr> ever enrtwdin: tli&si mo&as- 
tory* 

Tke ioioretd^oi 8; Dotomgoa of Boa Fksa ii^ 
about a joDDfe's diiri;ance fitom tfaer eity of Lislioii^ 
aad takes ite name from a ne^Iibonring tiUfl^. 
13ie groaiid about it ^aafonnerly ifie properly of 
Ae Ungsl Off Pdrtiigal^ wfio Ire^iiehted it latidi^ 
owing to its' dookiQS9> and '^used to retire' to iher 
eoimtrf 'boiise vi^ath tfaey here had, in order to 
engioy^ite aaiiiseiAents' of t2ie dmee. King Dim 
Jdn L, ^ in gratkude to God fer ^tlie iiitey vie^" 
todea graiited to his' arms, did jamonqgst other 
actbn^ of grace 'make donation of tln^ 'prc^ieity 
wi£ all itfif fiqppurtenaacegy coiu&ting of arable 
land, vmirpardtf^ orangmes &c; to ihe ord^r of S^ 
Domingos on the 2d May l^d^ for the foWidii^ 
oltUa JC&M&B^'' whieh not mifyom&i itsbngin Sut 
also ita aiqfmentation to royalty. Do^ Joioiil^ 
endowed it with another cttftate knomi % tlfii» 
nwne of Qmnta d^^ IQiaSji. wit|ipu|; jpipoawg wy 
o^i^^om OK the gift eal<5uSated iii the 'feast 
degree'tb'diimhisK lillerafitjf. ll ^Qi|it^l];)^,aii 
mdksft 9Smt. to ^uimeri^ the ^li£ferent ewi&m^ 
ments and benefits of many kingis to this i^taMisfi-^ 
^ent. Bui I cannot omit ' mentioning QJfie> wluc^ 
was presented by queen^Catiherme ; this was no less 
than a goodf siaed.fragmei^ of the fme ftr<^ J 
I 2 
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'Here iKen repdse the ashes of Doit John de 
Castro bf immortal memory^ in a sepulchre of re? 
ligious grandeur, situated in a chapel built ex- 
prefisly for him and hi» fitmily, laid coBcmmnicating^ 
witk the principal cloister of tb» convent *by a 
door, orer which is seen the escutcbeoa. of *tiie 
foirefath^s' o£ Ca^ro^. - The d^el is of the Done 
order; built of i^oHshed marble ; and the* paremcait 
is also composed <^ a similar ^material' of rariQiift 
colotirs* There are six arched recesses separated 
by clusters of shafb. rXbe isacraria' in/gilded 
sculpture containn^ the Holy Sacrmnent, is odn^ 
tinuidfy: illuminated with two silver , lata^^ and 
aJiove :it is a painting (d the Lord's Supper* : The 
ceilmg.of the chapel is variously opitoi^ted with 
i^orkrixk the'tastd of those ffimesu -•. r • 

Ik the .first arched recess <^n. the right wereder 
posited the bones bf this hero' with the foUwraig, 
^tapb which itiU. remains. ^ 

" ^<. ;rQAFKES 2>£ CASTRO XK» PRO REIIOIONE IK tJTRAQ. MAtT- 
KIXAKU StlPRNDns FACTI8/NAVATA BTftENYR OPB&A 93tlim-. 
TANO BXLLO ; HARI RXTBRO' FEZiICIBUS ARMIS PEIfETRATO S 
BEBEILATIS IKTER EUPHRATEM, ET INDUM NATIONIBUS : G£- 
BROSnSO. RSeS, PERSIS, TtRCia UNO PRJELK) PVSIS; SEHTATO 
DIO, JU(0. SEIPUB. &£DDISO» J>ORMXr IN HAOKTIM ; J>IS1^ JiQS 
SIBI» 8ED DEO TRII7HPHAT0R ; PUBLICIS LACRYMIS COMPOSITUSy 
PUBLICO SVMPTir PB« PAUPERTATE FUNERATU8. OBI^T OCTAVO 
I9« ^VNU. AKKO I646. JBTATb 48. ' 

In the opposite recess lies his son Don Alvno 
de Castro, and next to him Donna Anna de At- 
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tayde his mfe. In eacti of the Temaining retsetees 
isan elephant of polished black marble^, support^ 
ing on his hack an urn of the same material^ abo 
highly polished but- Tariegated. As many persons 
inay be unacquainted ivith the history of Don 
John de Castro, and as there are some curious cir^- 
-cHmstances connected with his Jife, I hope that a 
few words on the subject will not be found alto- 
gether devoid of interest. I am, moifeover, in- 
duced to give the following Iwrief account of the 
, hero, as affording a characteristic specimen of the 
qualities of the Portuguese men of the olden tim^ 
and enabling the reader to form some com^arisoiit 
li^weeh them ai]d their descendants of our days, , 
- i He was. of most noble.^mcestry, bei% descond-f 
^.in.the xHrect line from the Conde de Arrayolo% 
£K8tyCtastable of Portugal, and brother tothe in-^ 
teresih^g and unfortunate Donna Ines de, Castro;^ 
the' murdisred wife of. Don Pedro o crueL Don 
Jdbi began his military author at Tangier, where 
he gave no mean proofs of superior courage ^qid 
skill. Recalled from thence, he went to India 
with Don Garcia de Noronha. . He made a voy- 
tg» io the Red Se$, an account of which, with a 
vexy interesting de^ription of the coasts &p., was 
written by him aud proved of the greatest service 
to* navigators* He returned to Portugal, fromr 
whecice j, ^fter a short interval of repose, he ^t off 
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to follow the standard of the EoSperor (^tl0 V^ 
to Tunts^ where Im name (u^^iiir!^ additional 
lustre. He was shortily after thi^ wat out, as ^o* 
iremor and viceroy to India. Here he distin- 
guished himself as a great warrior, a most deirout 
Christian, a geographer,^ historian, and Idgislatdr. 

As a warnor it woufd ta&e. volumes to enume* 
rate his feats, and I ^hall confine myself therefinre 
to instancing one only, ^hidi hy Itself would sttf- 
fice td establish any man's repiitation : I mdan tiie 
well known ai\d gallant defence of Dio against the 
Mahbmetand, dufing which his son DonPernahdo 
was slain ; and after which, seeing that the go* 
vemmerit funds were so low timt it would soon 
be a difficult tjbiiig to carry 4m the warwith desir- 
able vigour, he betook himself to borrow mobe^ 
of the merchants and other inhabitants of G^a. 
For dus purpose he addressed to them a letter, ci 
which the following is a faithful translation. Ei^ 
closed in it were his whiskers, whidi he cut off aiid 
sent as gages for the re^imbursement of the auflos 
soHdted. 

** Senhores^ magistrates, judges, and people 
of t)ie very noble and ever loyaf city of Goa I 
Some days pai^t I wrote to you l>y Sunad Alvares 
dtizen of your city, the news of our victory granted 
me by our Lord against the captains of the Idng 
of Cambaya ; and I was elilent in the letter, about 
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1ii0 greai troubles a6dL diffioiiltjtes in v&ich we 'v^ 
wma, in, order that your joy aud pleasiire i^ the 
victory rinight be altogether unalloyjed. ,But now 
it becdmes im to dissimulate no longer^ and to 
gine you an account of niy difficulties and solicit 
youv asMtaiM^e^ in order to r^edy the important 
cares. which I hare cm my hands. For I have th6r 
Wfdls of Dio in the most dilapidated state, not .a 
spBXL of which can Lapply to any i^e ; so that not 
only jrt. will be necessary this summer, to rebuild 
them ^tirely^ biit with such art aiid dispositions 
as shall make the king of Cambaya lose all h^pe 
of eter reducing tbia place. Beiges this, I have 
another. subject of trouble, equal or superior tor 
the first, which is the want of means to pay my 
Lascars, who begin to be importunate ; and I find^ 
m^lf contmuaUy obliged to r^>eat promises of 
immediate payment, without which they would all 
to a man abandon me and leave the garrinon, to 
the great danger of our Indian possessions. For 
i^ king of Cfiinbayaj with, the remains of his 
anay, is.at Suna at two lei^es from thk, recdiv- 
mg daily reio&rcemesito of cavalry. and infantry 
Had sbewKSi^ every deposition to renew, the attack. 
Fot ib&se reaacns I am obliged to solicit of you 
certain nuns of money for the king's Bervice^ as 
becoming your honors and loyalty, and .accordu^ 
to your aiuafiBt custom and great virtue of always 
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Mdsting his ixugesty in urgebt necesnty Vke gooi 
and loyal vassals; and for the great love witir 
whic^ my very entrails yearn towards yon^ I ask 
the loan of 20,000 pardaos ; which I promise as a 
kni^ht> and make oath to you by the Holy Evan* 
gelists, to repay to you be&re the expiration of o 
twelvemonth, even though I should be surrounded 
by greater difficulties than the present* I gave 
orders to exhume the body of my son Don Fer- 
nando, killed by the Moors whilst fighting for 
God and for the king our lord, in order to send 
you his bones as a surety* But his body was 
deemed in an unfit state to be for the pfresent re^ 
moved ; and tiius having nothing left in tiiis world/ 
neither gold, silver, nor any property, estcq^ting 
the beard on my face, I send it you by Diego 
Bx>driguess de Azevedo to remain with you as a 
gage, &c* * • ♦ » # * 
** Dio 294 Nrovrnker, 1546."^ 

The remaining part of the letter being witiiout 
much interest, I have omitted. It is unneoes-* 
sary to add, that the money was not only 
granted but given. The whiskers were returned 
with the handsomest com][Jiments imaginable : 
may be, by reason of their not being an article of 
commerce. These precious relics are still pp^ 
served in Goa by the inquisitor general : bavinjf 
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* 

l)een onginaUy defivered over to the person Who 
^SkA that situation at the time. 

Don John de Castro having invarialUy in all 
Ibe battles he fought^ invoked the name of St; 
Hiomas^ the apostle of India ; his historian at^ 
tributes his victories to the especial auspices of 
that powerful patron * ; who also to gratify the 
migular veneration of Don John for the sign of 
the cross, inspired him to discover that marvellous 
aoss at M ^apor on the Coromandel coast, whkh 
was buried almost in the same place as the holy body 
of the saint. Such indeed was Don John's excessive 
veneration for crosses, that wherever he happened 
to espy one in his way, were it made only of sticks 
or stones, he always descended from his carriage, 
palanquin, horse or donkey, and prostrated him-* 
self before it Therefore, as his historian thinks, 
it IS not wonderful that this revelation should have 
been made to him, since the gifts of heaven are 
not a matter of mere accident. 

From the time of its being ascertained that 
withm ihe city or ruins of Meliapor, then called 
Calamina, were contained the remams of the holy 
apostle S. Thomas, the kings, Don Manuel and 
Don John burned with pious seal to renew the 
Work of conversion in the east, which the saint had 
f<mnerly begun ; and to do this more effectually, 

♦ Liv. 2. No. 56. 
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jibe erection of a ^dmr^ was eommttnc^ <»n i1k 
spot supposed to be thfit <^ the $mi^i viMrAellt, 
in dig^m^ fpr the fQuHidatiooi.of the buil^MS^ a. 
qross was. foimd sculptuifed on a marble 'slab^ fodir 
spa^s in height by tib^eee in breadth^spoMed nil 
oyer with, djrpps of . apparently tee^ttt blood. 
This cross wafs in.shiipe dmilar to that, worn by 
the knights i4Am; and on the bottom part of 
the ston^ were Bom^ smaller crosses.of ,ibe .sanie 
^gur^^ also, spjrinkled. over with blood.. Over the 
top of the larger cross was > dove; af)d the ith^ 
wa^ endrded with some fmcient ^diaractets^ which 
no one could decypher. Many. wisi0 m^A were 
sent for who were una]ble to d^tenniDie the ni§a|i^ 
ing of thp. letters ; but. some lime, aflterwards a 
learned Qramin^ ,h§pp^iipg to, c^Hpe. fpom.litiirr 
sdnga, gjave. them the following si^^ , ^ . 

" ThirtfT years after tl^e appearance o^ tl^S 
Christum law in the wprldj on th^ 31M Peeeinbtf 
died the apostle S. Thomps at. Melk^r^ whrare 
tfaeie was knowledge of Godj chatiige of laWi ind 
destructian of the devil. This Gqd tauf^jt Pti^i^ 
apostlesi and one of them came to Mej&tpor^ whe<^ 
he ^amtxmtei a temple i and t)ie king of Midabax:» 
Cofoman^el^ and Pandi^ and oth^s of vmri^tug^.oAr 
tioqs and sects^ subjected themselves vdnat^y 
to the law of S« Thomas. The timo cftme when 
the saint died by the hands of a Bramin^ and with 



Digitized by 



Google 



QRAWtfO OF IT 8fSN« TO t>ON HEBA^TUN. 



123 



Us blood iMde this ccoss." Tl^ annexed is a copy 
of tiie drawing of this miracidous cross^ brought 
from India to Thn Sebastiim in 1562. Having 
been wzougbt on the marble slab by S« Thomas 
a^ apostle himself^ it may a&rd a fl|>edmen cxf 
the saint's ta^t for drawiiig. 
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\ The SSBoawery of tUa cross eneowraged tiMt 
irbrkmen to such a degree, that the oimrch was» 
90<m finished; and the wonderfiil slab formed' Ae 
prmdpal altar piece. But ^hat new morvds ware 
IB store for the inhaUtants of this dtyl On the 
18th December^ the day of the ^* expectacad da 
Senhora*" whilst the priest was officiating in the 
celebration of mass^ the cross covered itself with a 
copious perspiration^ distilling upon liie altar many 
and large drops* The priest stopped short in the 
midst of the ceremony ;. but he had no sooner 
wiped off these drops with the altar linen^ than 
thdb: place was instantly supplied by a plentiful 
distillation of blood in the presence of a very nu* 
merous congregation. This was followed by a 
changing of colour in the cross from its original 
one of alabaster to a paler tint ; it next became 
alternately jet blacky and blue ; and it was then 
surrounded by a resplendent glory that lasted 
during the whole service, at the tertnination of 
which it resumed its natural colour ! ! 

After a life resplendent with glorious achieve- 
ments, too numerous to find a place in this limited 
work, 

^ Don John de Castro, leUs worn out with years 
than vsrith the tojljf'of continual warfare, fell seri- 
ously ill, anjj^his malady soon shewing indications 

^' 
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btfgreaA^&Bxi^r, he hastened to unburtihea himself 
ef aiia eares of thd Indian gav^rom&A, the msL^ 
moment of which he entrusted to the Bishop o^ 
GoB^ Don Joa6 de Albucpierque^ Don Diego de 
Ahneyda Freire^ Doctw Franciseo Toscano chaa?* 
ecdlor of irtote; Sebasiia6 Lopez Lobatto hia 
auditor general/ &c. BeisSdes those, he eaUeuL^ 
tog^er all the other king^s officers^ :aiid madeilio 
ftUowklg speech t6 thenu ^ I am not asha^nedj^^ 
Senhores^ to tell you that to the viceroy, of Indiii 
are: wanting the common neces^ries and donve- 
peiicea' indispensable to one labouring, under &$ 
severe an iUness :r-those> in sbcxrt^ wUch the pdoiy 
est 8ol£er finds/in the hospital*, rcam^-ti^ the 
east to Beirve and not to trade ; to yourselves y}OU[ 
know thiU; I desired to pawn the bones. (tf,niy> 
8<m, and .that I did pawn the hairs, of my beards, 
because^. as sesQurity^ I had.no tapestries or service^ 
ef plate to ^ve. This vexy 4ay this house ha»^ 
been destitute' of wherewith to buy a fowl to; 
mal^ me some broth.; and fw this reason^ ti^t ii^ 
ali;iny.expeditk>ns thi^ soldiers were sponer pro*? 
Wded from the purse of the governor than from, 
tibat ;of their king« It is therefore not surprising; 
tiiat a father of so many sons should now be poor* 
I beg of you, that as long as this illness piay lastj^^ 
you will asmgn to, me from ;the royal treasury a 
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sufficteocjr foff.my Imiieliold apMMft and 
baro sabmkmee: Tlda said, he ashed fi^ ^ 
piafer-book, and tsak it vKoaot hj ike Hofy Ei«n- 
gijittte iiiat kd did oct owe flte ro^^al propfl^y one 
nigle erasade^ neitlier "had hei ever - r^dh^ ifab 
smallest tn£Eb fram Chnsiiaa, Jew> M(Mr/or 4B£bfH 
tSi^ mde]^ any plea irhaiftoevef dinringp the whole 
oTUb career >;.8iid'^fiiat hiat poverty' wiaa wogrwt 
that he did not possess eron wherewithal to piit* 
chased another matCreas. 

^' As seen as the vioecoy fdt his'end approadi, 
he G(»mnutied. with Padie S. Fnmdsco Xarier, 
seeking for so douhtfiol a royage^ so svure a pilot; 
who was to him daring l&e remainder of Ins Hlness 
both nurse^ intereedsOT, and director. Havinlg:' x^ 
ceived the i^tfal sacraments^ he lendeced up hii 
soul to God on the mh June tS48^ in tiie fdrty- 
eighth yew of Hs^ age* ' AH tbe ridiea whicb he 
accumulated in Ai^ ware hi^^ gloviaus iieedsk' In 
his desk were &und a i&ciplittej,'^ wiih the ^pear--' 
ahce of having been much vmA, and the whiaUora 
wHeh he had pawned. I£s remains were depb^ 
sated for a l^e in the convent of S. Francisco'at 
Goa. Some years affctsrwards they' were IbrougUi 
over ta Europe, ahcl were received with xi^veDndi 
and pious applause. He was cdnveyed upon 1M 
shoulders of finir of his grandsons to the oonv^t 
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of S. Poimngos of Lblxm, where for many days 
most sumptuous obsequies were made. From 
thence they were again translated to the convent 
of S. Domingos at Bem Fica where (as has been 
mentioned) his grandson the inquisitor general 
Don Francisco de Castro built him a suitable cha- 
pel and sepulchre, which in every respect equals 
a royal one, and is second to none in magnifi- 
cence." 
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CHAPTER VIL 



RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS OF LISBON, 



CHURCH OF S. KOQUE — CATHEDRAL CHURCH OP 9, 

ANTONIO VERACIOUS LEGENDS OF THAT SAINT — HIS 

PRODIGIOUS REPUTATION AT THIS DAY — CURIOUS TREAT- 
MENT WHICH THE SAINT SOMETIMES RECEIVES — CON« 
VENT OF N. SA. DA GRA^A — BLASPHEMOUS LEGENDS 
ATTACHED TO IT — PROCESSION OF THE PA9OS DA GRA9A 

PENITENTS WHO ACCOMPANY IT ENTERTAINMENTS 

USUAX AFTER ITS PASSAGE — COPOS d'aGUA PROCESSION 

OF THE CORPO DE DEOS ITS MAGNIFICENCE — FIGURE 

AND EQUIPAGE OF 8. GEORGE — THE SAINT A BRIG A* 
DIER IN THE PORTUGUESE SERVICE— -PROCESSION OF S, 
ANTONIO — NUMEROUS IMAGES OF SAINTS WHICH ATTEND 

IT 8. FRANCISCO DE PAULA AND HIS STIGMATA -^ 

ANOTHER GOODLY LEGEND OF S. ANTONIO — PROCES* 
SIGN OF S. BENTO — REMARKABLE FOR THE PANTO- 
MIMIC EXHIBITION OF THE STORY OF ABRAHAM AND 

ISAAC PR0CISSa6 do DESACATO TE.RfOy OK EVENING 

HYMN TO THE VIRGIN IN THE STREETS FINE VOCAL 

MUSIC PROCESSION OF OUR LADY OF PAINS BUR- 
LESQUE RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS : — THAT OF THE OBSE* 
QUIES OF BACALHAO (OR SALT FISH) AFTER LENT, AND 
ANOTHER OF THE ARTISANS AT MICHAELMAS — CURIOUS 
SPIRIT SHEWN IN THESE MUMMERIES. 

K 
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CHAPTER VII. 



REJ^IGIOUS PROCESSIONS OF LISBON. 

In all Lisboh, the church which is most visited by 
strangers is that of S. Roque^ less from any pecu- 
liar attraction in its general .structure, than from 
the beautifril workmanship of one of the altar 
pieces, which is in mossuc, representing the saint 
to whom the edifice. is dedicated. Unless this 
piece of exceeding ingenuity and taste be closely 
examined, it would be difficult to imagine it to be 
any thing but a superb painting in oils. 

. The artist wa3 an obscure self-taught individual 
of the most modest and unassuming nature, who 
in any other country would have been dragged 
into notice in spite of his reluctance ; but who in 
Portugal was fiilly indulged in his taste for obscu- 
rity. He possessed a secret. of preparing and 
dying certain kinds of wood for the purpose of 
mosaic work, which no one could prevail upon 
him to reveal. He shewed me at his house near 
Boa Morte several smaller pictures of exquisite 

k2 
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workmanship. He stated his intention of impart- 
ing his manner of working to his son ere he died ; 
but like many who procrastinate, he was called 
away too suddenly to admit of gratifying hiswish^ 
and the world is likely to continue in ignorance of 
a very desirable acquisition to the arts. 

In the cathedral church of S. Antonio, called S. 
Antonio da Se€, you are shewn the same identicul 
crow which^ many hundred years ago, conducted a 
vessel into the port of Lisbon after the loss of iU^ 
rudder in a storm. This wonderful crow was 
frpm that time added to the city anna;, or rathear 
the arms were from that occasion formed of ^ 
vessel in fuU sail, with a crow on the end of the 
bpwsprit,.and another on the. stern. These Urda 
were deputed ]}j S, ^tonig, to the aid of the 
distressed mariners, who had invoiced his . iiame. 
The. devil, it is well known,. had a particular &4cy 
for tempting this saint; and used to set about it 
}n all kinds of ways. Upon one occasion, having; 
followed S. Antonio up into the belfiy, the sawt 
to rid hipself of 3Wcb con^pany, began to desceiid 
the stoqie flight of steps ; but the devil stiU con- 
tinuing to pursue hiin> he tnmed suddenly ronnd^ 
and describing with his thumb the sign of the 
cross upon the marble wall, his Satanic majesty 
evaporated in a trice. As if tp commemorate the 
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events the saint's thumB made a' deep impressioh 
in the marble/ and' the trutK of the story cannot 
be ' doubted; for Ihe very texture of the thumb skin 
is still discernible.. ..'. J.., 

Biit of the feats of so celebrated a saint as S* 
Antonio of Padua> this was far from being the 
most considerable^ aS will appear from the foflow- 
fag- legend which- 1 take at hazard out of many 
httndreds.---S. Antonio was born ia Lisbon ; but 
having, beea educated at Padua/ }ie was always 
knbwn'byi;he latter name* Whilst at Padua, it 
happeiiidrthat his father was ai^rested at L^bon; 
atidr^K^cused.of the murder of a certain individual^ 
an' 'acqti]aiiitanc3e: of his. . Presumptive/; evidence 
was so. much against him> that the court of justice 
after a ^hort'deliberatiDn^e bmg.a poor man^ 
and tl^exiefore unable to br^ak through the cob- 
wdts^of the law; as great flies do in ev^ry coun- 
try,) condemned him to suffer death as guilty of 
the crime laid to his charge. But S. Antonio, 
knowing as afl saints know, ev^ery:' thing that 
passes: in every corner of the globe> and ill bro<^-» 
inghis fatheifs exaltation ad patibulum, made a 
sudden spring (he had been tiaught ^jypanastics at 
Pidua): which brought him in one mmut^ and 
sevto secQikb into the iprcisentfe ; of the astonished 
justiees. Here, Ja^fter lecturing th?m a little pn 
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134 HIS PRODIGIOUS JREPOTATION AT THIS DAY. 

their unjust precipitation^ hd sunstaoxKAktq'^xk 
presence tibe soul of the murdered mun and or* 
dered him to name his murdeiner ; vrhen^ what 
words shall express their dismay and surprise ai 
his pointing to one of the sages upon the judges' 
bench. A smell of sulphur began to pertade tiie 
hall of justice; the air was darkened with a tlnek 
mysterious cloud; the rolling of thunder was 
heard augmenting by degrees imtil^ acquiring im 
awful loudness> it burst with tremendmis violence 
over the petrified assembly; and^ finally^ when the 
idr cleared away^ not a vestige was to be seen 
dther of S. Antonio^ his &ther^ or Hie guflty 
judge. It was said and belkved thbt ihe devfl 
had siyik with his prey through the wide yawning 
ground ; and' that by means of another gymnastic 
spring the saint resumed his studies at Padua; 
from whence his absence had been so short tiiat 
his preceptor had scarcely remarked it. 

Envy and detraction are but feeble opponents 
to real meritj,^ and this was S. Anthony's case^ for 
his reputation blazed forth in Portugal to such a 
degree — after he was dead-— that^ to this di^^ a 
clay image of him is seen in every sjpirit tavern 
and in every grocer's shop in Portugal: in the 
former^ owing to his well Imown attachment to 
good liquor ; andin the latter, because the mode 
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«f ptutsrmg $g« ind^iilmcfids is attribntoA to Im 
mventive genius. The fiestaval of S. Antonio u( 
Iccf^ id 'pt^stty amcE ^ 6»xLe niaimer fis^ tliat of 
S« John, by tiiorburnmg of miemy bonfires on the 
e^'anki lii^ i^ttii^ ctf of groat qiimtitfes^ of :firo» 
iBTcttlb^ btitllii^fbnnisrs^ has 1^ <liff<»i«nce in 
Uirfinrw, &dt the faoys in tfv^'sl^eet A«Qt UiU^ 
a^wfo^hhh ttid plotter to d^otb et^ify di^atttre 
wfeio^g^^ by, for money to be employed, th&jr say, 
in defraying the expences of l3i^; wasc tapen bunit 
atMiriiriiie. 

AJtboagh S* Maeario is recogi^^ as the Pot* 
taguwo Hymen, and known by the name of S. 
Macafio <$tisameu[tehr6 (mttmiigd makdr); it very 
fijaqumtfy oe^ibrs that yotmgirometi in partidiiiaif 
pMAt S. Aato&lo in theser mattiears. He is thexe<^ 
fofo cbttulted, and if tinngs weai^ a; pbrosptrraisr 
ai^eefc. Ins image is honored tnth a quantity ci 
tapem^i btt if tUif eontarary be tbs dsuse, He' be^ 
comes liable to the grossest possiUe indigldti^, 
and I fia^e even known hite ^ongid intp places 
where his atualiixi must have been any thing buti^ 
^easanti It id not with loVesi^ mai&ens al6no 
tbat^ S. Antonio has often to rifSentr of hiis too 
extensit^ reputMion; for maimers, who have 
pcayed to l&n in Vain for propitio^ b^eezeSj; at^ 
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length JkMe patieiK:^ luid'fli^^lsftefiSg^ 
mart. *...,:•.'. . . .;• ■. v; 

; Hie crnvmskioi N* S*. 4a Gr9$a hmt. the c^^lef 
of S*Qwtgo is liwt whidi is most^freigiieiited 
durii^ Ihe Le^t festivals^ for two reas^n^: &^ 
loieoimse the ceremcwe^ are* lliere mote ^pl^^^^i^j 
perfonned^ and the ijtars more rid^y .adiod^itd. 
tlHP aiiy wh^e else ; «ipid secqniUy^ rbteanse .the. 
Portii^esd heliev^this^'Qwyent t€t possess tbe jxttf$t 
sai$fed of a}l trea^ure^. 

In explaining the particulars of this .beli#C S 
scarcely kiV)W hew to av^ dibcki^g 4he- g^ 
feeling md. piety of the true ChristifijQ ; but.>the 
foUowitigfstdry is nece8sa]^.to CK^iose cm^iQC the 
most audadous^istpostui^ of .the Romish cshuxdb^ 
and to elucidate the ext<mt of Pattu|^Uie;3e supr- 
slailoiraQd credulity. ^ The convwt' of ^tb^ Gr«fa. 
of which I haveju^tspokc^i and i^t otS: B^p^> 
faaYecheen for a seiies of yetifs til isistteaoii t|ii^.£^l- 
lawij^ sulject. / „ 

r It happened^ ohe atdrmy n^ht^ tiiat a beggar 
knocked at the gate >of the conv^t of S* Hope 
and craved the hoi^ita^ty oMts Midatqs^ ho&.iSnr 
food and Jodgii^. The fytj&t Was • alfi^rded hm* 
but. the latter was refus^ ; so that beipg^o^Uged 
to seek a lodgingvelsewhc^re^ he. directed hid s|ips 
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^tothe.coAvent of N. S« da Gra9a^ where^thefiriars. 
.received him without the least hesitation and gave 
. Mm a cell for the night. The following, morning, 
as the beggar did not. make his appearance, some 
of the friars went to the cell to inquire after him ; 
when, instead of a beggar, they found a figure as 
Id^rge as life of our Saviour carrying the cross to: 
JSioimt Calvary and bending under. its weight: — 
the figure, in short, which is in universal venera- 
tion among the Portuguese, 9S " O , Senhor dos 
Pafos da.Ora^a" (Our Lord of the passage to 
Grace). Now it being firmly believed that this 
j&gure is our hord himself in fleskand blood, and 
that he thus g^ve himself to the friars of Gra^a: 
ta reward their hospitality, those of S. Roque 
claim a right to it also, on the ground of the beg- 
gar haioi^ first knocked at their door, and havmg. 
wceived food at their hands. 
^ Thia then k the cause of the litigation; and as 
i<^does not seem soon likely to end, it has been 
settled that, in , the meanwhile, the Senhor dos, 
pai^s ihall pay one annual visit to the monastery 
a£S. Roque during Lent, and return on that day 
H^.to the convent of Qra^a* Many are the 
marvellous stories which all who go to see the 
figure i^e tpld by the holy man who shews it 
He relates, amongst, other things, thatanunbe- 
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Ikriag Jei^ess, after liearing much jsaid on tlam 
subject^ had 'deiermined to convince her infbim* 
ants to demonstration by her teeth (if tbor ere^ 
dulous foUy; Assuming, therefore, the garb bfa 
Christian woman, ^she knelt before the figure, aiid 
i^proai^ing her lips as if to kiss its foot, she in* 
flicted on it a tremendous bite. But the blood 
immediately fi^irted forth into her eyes and ldfaid«- 
ed her ; and this prodigy had sudi an eflfeet upon 
her mind, that she forthwitili embraced the Chris- 
tian religion. The print of the teeth, kid the 
blood which they drew, are still viisiUe on thefbot 
of the figure, the wound refiimig to heal in ordet 
to fiarnish a proof to others incline^' to disb^efl ' 
The annual yiiits to S« Roque aboyementioned: 
aca nmde on Ihe last Briday but one during^Lent; 
and the return homie is on Good Fridagr. One 
both these occasions, the prinoipal persons in the 
state w£dk on either ode of the statue as pall 
bearers. When the king is in the capital, he » 
the chief beafer« During his absence I have se^ 
all the members of the regency, the secretary of 
state, the master general of the ordnance &c*, tK 
the places of honor. But what in tins processioir 
is most worthy the attention of protestant strwi^ 
gers, is the groupe of persons who dressed itt 
horse clefts crawl on tbeir hands and kne<» 
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. COPOS D*AOUA. 139 

under the image through mud and mixe^ all tiie 
distance betwixt these two convents. 

Tins is the highest effort of penitence and vo- 
luntary, humiliation ; and it is generaliy performed 
by those peccant spirits, in tibe fidalgo world, who 
are anxious to wipe away past sins, Ihiat they miay 
acquire the privilege of renewing them afresh. I 
have seen a marchioness and a countess perform<i> 
ing tins tour de promenade on Iheir baie'bones^ 
and flogging or pretending to flog theiusdtves vriih 
the disciplines tied round their wlust at every 
pause which the statue made during its progress. 
Adetachment of mfantey and a military band 
dose lihe procession; the windows of the streets 
thrcmgh whidi it. passes aire crowded tei thete 
occasions vrith company : and it is no small annual 
expence to a tenant of one of these houses. For 
ao great is -the eagerness c£ both sexes to wit- 
ness the procession of tibe Senbor dos Passos^ tibat 
they invite themselves to their friends' houses^ 
some weeks before hand; and it is evident that 
aifi;er the sight is over, some refreshments must be 
set before the company. 

' These consist of what the Portuguese call cope 
d'agna, whidi, literally translated, signifies oidy a 
glass of water ; but whidi in reality is composed * 
of trays pyramidicaUy piled up vifith the richest 
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kinds of sweetmeate. Amongst these are distio* 
guished the tronxas d'ovos^ made cMefiy ciiSik 
yolks of eggs and white sugar. I am ignorant of 
the other ingredients/but this I know^ diat nothing 
can be more delicious than these copos d'agua 
taken altogether. To wash down die afweefe* 
meats^ the most choiice liqueurs are served round: 
they are chiefly such as. France and Itaiy affiardt 
so that an enteftainmeht of this kn^dTor a coi^pfe 
of dozen of persons cannot well cost less than 
from fifteen to twenty pouiids. 

The proces^oh of the S^ihbr do& Passbs is onlj 
ranarkable for tlie imUge of our Saviour abdve- 
mentioned/ and for the penance performed under 
k. But the processdons of the Corpo de Dm 
(the Corpus Christi) and of S. Antonio are in* 
£nitely more showy. 

The finrmer^ which happens usually about mid- 
mmmer, cauises a great sensation for two monAs 
at least previous to the appointed day. WindoFWs 
iare hired before hand at an extravagant ptice^ and 
persons of respectability residing in tfaie Ro^io or 
in Gold or Silver street cannot shew a gredber 
mark of attention aiid favor to thmr frieiids, 
ihan by iiiviting them to t place in their balconies. 
All the latter^ as well as the windows of all Hie 
streets through whidi the processdon is to pass^ 
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are hmig with crimson tapestry and gold firmge> 
gi'vitig to the houses the most splendid appear^ 
mkce. The streets are also deeply sfarewed mih 
t^d, as it is usual for his majesty and. the royal 
pidnces to walk with the procession as paQ bearers 
to our Lord's body, 

L The procession generally issues at about eleven 
0'clock in the morning from the church near the 
Inqtdsition in the Roi^iio* First of all are seen 
some very rich bann^s of different convents, fol-* 
lowed by all the monks belonging to each of them; 
thmi ..comes the figure of S. George, on a real 
horse firomthe royal stables, led by the ksng'd 
servants: ia fiill royal, livery, and. very mudi re- 
aembling the.knave of dubs. The sainfs dress k 
rery like that in which fraiicis L of France ia 
lisuaUy represented; and his. velvet hat, adorned 
.with .white ostrich feathers, is studded all ovar 
with £amonds of a prodigious value. These are 
the property of the duke de Cadaval *, who lends 
them for the occasion, and who I believe does not' 
find that they multiply in number for having passed 
through the fingers of the monks. ■ / 

, I Bdiind the saint comes his page, also ridily 
dressed, and mounted on one of the royal stud ; 

* Of a branch of the Montmorency famUy. 
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Qod Jha is fi^owed agmn by Hie «rm6ur liewer of 
ihei^quoiis 8aint> dressed in ocmplete armaor 
of a.nciore than common si^e; so that to per&om 
fliis character the priests are obl^d toerxiploj. 
like jtmr&st gallego they can find. Then fellow 
all the knights of the diiBTerent orderd> dressed in 
Aeir robes^ and walking in douUe file widi white 
staves in their; haads* These are succeeded by 
some led horses gorgeously caparisoned. T^n 
como^ a band <tf miisic^ such as Ivas in use in S« 
aeofge^s time^ the principal instoument bdbg a 
kettle, darum* The dresses of the musicbns^ .and 
tlie noise Iwlideh- they make, are alike ridiculous in 
the extreme. 7 Afiber these and a few mbiaB.eccle^ 
wasticdl p^kaiagei^, is earned the pretended ibody 
ef ouor: i&viour, hod mA on a bier, covered over 
irkh a ve;ry rich pall, itnd screened by a. cfuuopy^ 
tibe pdles jof which are bdme.by the most distini^ 
guished men nf the state : his majesty walidng by 
the: side on the right, and the heir apparent oq the 
left &C. . . ' 

. .Tb^ rear, as in other processions, is brought up 
by a considerable detachment of troops and cme 
03?. more bands of music. The whole of the Ra^io 
£[qua)re and the prindpal streets are lined with 
troops, who, as well as the people, kneel as the 
body passes In front of them. After making the 
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iisBfd toni:;^ the .procdsi^ii t etuirns to the efaarch 
from whence it set.ofl^ with; the. exception of SaiM 
George^ who^ being a l»ig^er in the is^rvice goes 
(previQus :to^ rettuming to Ibis quarters) accom^ 
panied byilhiis page. and armour bearer^ to the 
castle for the purpose of receiving his year'« pay. 
His.arrival ihere is announced by the £ring of a 
gun ^letting off of a roi^et. After completing 
hisjsrnmd, he also returns to take his stittion in 
&e duirch. 

Formerly^ when ladi^ wore iheir hair turned 
up l&e prodigious towers of powder and ppma- 
tum, in imitation of the Caffire beauties with thdr 
pyramids of suet and brick dust, the coiffeurs 
Wtre in such r^uest previoite to the Go]|>us 
CIdstI pro^^^io^^ th^t many ladies^ nay most 
ladiesj were cwipeUed to begin to submit to. 4^&^ 
long op^ation at an, early hour on the eve, and to 
pass the night on a chair for fear of discomposing 
^belr uniKitural adjustment. Tlu§; processipii 
l>eii3g. invariably in th^ heat (A summei*, much itH 
convenience results to every one present, as both 
4ctor9 and specjtators aire compelled to remain ijLn<^ 
QQvered. The monks above aU suffer a great deal 
from the burning rays of the sun on their shaven 
crowns ; and these they are seen ocdasionaUy to 
shade with the rolls of vocal music which some of 
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tliemeany; while the kdghts sometimes t\amf 
tiie taSL of iheir robes over their heads. 

On the eve of S. Antohio'E day^ numberless taf 
faacrrels and fire works ak'e burnt in every quartei! 
of the dty ; augmenting the already insbfiferaldd 
heat of the atmosphere^ as this festival likewise 
happens in summer. The procession of tins &• 
vorite siiint and especial patron t>f Porfcugal is 
enriched by f}ie attendance of almort every saint 
in the city. Here are seen Nossas Senhorasi'of'afl 
sorts> sizes^ colours^ and dresses : every paridh try- 
ing to out do its neighbour in the quantity of tin^' 
sel and tawdry &iery in which they are dedced 
out. 

'Here attend all the brotherhoods of all thd 
parishes^ ^and the monks of every convent ih ttie 
city. The images/ which amount to uj^wards'bf a 
hundred^ oflfer a great varie^ as may be eiiipposed. 
S(»ne of the stands ate composed of groups ; for 
instance^ a crucifix with the Marys at the foot 
of it ; ' and another with S. Francisco de Paiila 
kneeling before it^ and a red thread or twine 
issuing from all the wounds of our Saviour^ and 
fixed at the other end, in corresponding parts of 
the saint's person, who holds his arms extended. 

This, which is represented in the plate, is de- 
scriptive of what is said to have happened to that 
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tB&A^ WhSk lie was once in the imdst of tEe most 
fervent devotion and pr^ng to bear a part of 
Christ's pains^ the heavens iai^e described as having 
guddehly opened^ The^ Saviour appeared still 
nailed to the cross r and bjr excess of sympathy; 
tlie holy S. Froticis felt his hands, feet, aiid side> 
pierced through with cruel wounds from blood/ 
which sfArted from those of his master^ 
. The images of S. Antonio which appear iil hij 
pfooesnon are very numerous and varied> bulmost 
of them represent him carrying the infant Jeauist 
seated oi^ a book which he holds on the palm of 
bis hand; the signification of which is this. S.Ah«» 
tonio is described as bemg a very handsome young: 
saint, of manners so agreeable and gay^ that the- 
infant Jesur on many oecasipns shewed marks of 
particular favor towards him ; and in the cascr 
here represented deigned to interfere in his studies;^ 
in a manner of Which S. Antonio ^ver after wasr 
exceedingly proud«^ / : : ) ^ 

V The legend relates that the lifter Was t>ne day: 
pori% over dome v^ abstruse subject in a* 
vcdume of theology/ and after much trouble atklj 
9tudy was abcmt x^oming to a qondlu^ve decisioiv 
W the doubtful question^ when suddenly the in«r 
fant Jesus appeared in a tlcfad and seated; himself^ 
down on the page, p^t&ug S, Atitony's face with-r 
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Tm Uttle :hand3. Tfak depriving tlie mM M « 
Secret, which S- Antony'ft ptrofoiiad wisdom WA? 
about to imravel^ is supposed to be iixfeiid^d as^ § 
hiat to all ChristiaQS> to accord an implicit and 
biunble belief in the mysteries of our (i^ligkai^ 
without losing and wasting time in metaphysical 



The procession of S. Behto happens during 
Leht^' and it not being a very remarkable one, I 
should have said nothing about it, but tbat, is^ 
the coiirse of its passage through the streets, a 
fiurce Is performed, v^hich distinguishes it from all: 
others. This farce is as foUowsl A group of 
men in penitents' hoods Very smiilai* to dcminoa 
precede a stand, on which are seen three m^ fe« 
presenting Abraham, Isaac, and the Angel : a 
Wooden ratn on one side completes the groups 
At every pause made for the resting of 4he stand 
bearers (who are occasionally relieved) IsiEtac H^ 
down on the altar; Abraham lilts up his arm td 
strike; ai^ the Angd at the same moi^ent jerks 
it back -by means of a pieqe of tape, of whj^h ho 
holds one end while theother is.tied to Abraham^s 
Wrist. Tln^ is done in vsuch a manner, ^thai 
very devout spectators can scalrcely refrain froM 
^e most boisterous mirth* The Angel generally 
ttries to give sd violent a jerl? as alpiost to upset 
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poor Abraham ; and but that they choose for the 
latter character a poor goo^atured fellow^ one 
mig^ expect to see these aiigelic practical jokes 
aQ8wered:by a good box. on th^ ear, -., 

The penitents who precede and those: who icSi^ 
low the above group, flog themselyes occasionally 
with the dicii^nes, ha% in doing S0 the^. genKirally 
contrive to hurt themsdLvesr much^ leas^ than th^ 
bystanders, whom tihey fait now and then asif:by 
acddent with the knotted end of 'their rdpe./:Th» 
they. dp with more impunity owing to tlmconceal- 
mrat of their faces, in their purjde tWQ-holf4 
dominqs. 

Su^ch then are the principal annual procession^ 
to be seen in Lisbon. In 1815 a procession of an 
imusual natistre was ordered by the iear^^alrp^rit 
arch; and being. intended as an:.expia^ci^yoP«ie for 
several crimes which had^b^eA eonmiitt^ ^jbov^ 
saerHq^ous monst^s. in the. northern, provinces^ it 
waa Qalled a Procissad do desaeato. The patri<- 
ardijt it appewsl; ( had learnt , that rolpiberi^ had 
broken into seme isolated chapels in; the province 
of Tras oa montes ; and that^ being dis^^inted at 
findbig that: the holy vessels were of pewter (^ 
vihtt ones had been carried away during the war) 
they had been exasperated lo 'OHnmit ev^ kind 
of indignity which the most obscene^ imiigii^tio^ 

..; L 2. , 
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could devise' even to thei Holy ch^ce itself, itt; 
which was a consecrated wafer. Fearful lest the 
nafion should be visited by some signal judgment 
for these atrocities, the patriarch ^^emed it expe^ 
£ent io make the above procession, which every 
body was expected to attend barefoot. 
' The cortege was certainly a very numerous <mej 
but only one image appeared in it, and that was 
t^I^^6ssa Senhora whose church had been insultedi, 
and' ta whom the nation thus madei an ^^ amende 
Eoniorable*'* The patriarch's desire of appeasing^ 
'heetven, went still &rther : he revived the custom 
of the Ter^o, which consists of a gathering of the 
inhabitants of each street^ at evening twilight' or 
rather when the Ave Maria bell tolls,' which is A 
little sibr sunnset. Here they sing the Terjfo, Ofr 
hynto to the virgin, in front of an image niched 
Ir the wall of some house with a lighted lai^thom 
suspended in front of it. Those of the inhabitatits 
whose houses are adjacent to these images, con^ 
tent themselves with coming to their windows and 
chiming in with the rest. In 5ome streets the 
singing is really beautiful (in that of the Esperani^a 
for. instance) Where there assemble a number of 
Very fine and truly musical bass voices, owing io 
the neighbourhood of a chafaris or fountain, at 
^hich the gallegos leave their Imrrels at those 
' moments to join in thelgeneral chaunt. 
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v/There is anoiheir ceremony ddled fhe -Terfor 
trKicliis a species' of mmor processiohy haTing for^: 
its , object the coUectiDg of money Tor the .diurcfi.' 
^ certain number : of- the brotherhood (frmjahr 
dade *) meet in the vestry at about eight o'clock 
at night and Sally from thence through tho; streets: 
of their parish dressed in a religious costume^ and; 
singing the liymn of Nossa Senhora das Dores :-^> 
bur^ Lady of pains or su£ferings« Onef man bears: 
a standard^ suspended like a square sail; on whicbi 
is painted the figure of Nossa Senhora with "no 
kss: than seven swords stickii^g in her? bbspW-^ 
Emblems of the. wounds her heart recdved atthe 
treutcaefnt of her soil. . On each side of the standard 
bearer^ is another man bearii^ a )anth(5^ ajt the 
^hd of.a pole ; while seyeral others^ provided with 
baskets and each carrying a lighted ai^chote (torch)^ 
nin frbin window to window to ,receiv(9 what may 
tje thrown from Ihem. ; / 

The silence which, nt this hour of the Jiight^ 

<. ' ' ' ' . " • '. . - 

. * Irmaiidade--^r brotherhood — ^from -^/wjia^— brother.. X 
certain number of respectable tradesmen in, each parish com- 
pose this body : they transact vestry business in rotation^ and 
Accompany. the Tergo, as well as the host' when it is-cairiec}: 
out to the dying, 

. The Irmandade da Misericordia have as their particular 
duty the burial of the poor: they are exceedingly and most 
nnJQstly despised/ . . ., . / r 
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IM BtmtEsauE religious PROCESSIOHC* 

ttsjuially ireignR tbron^bout the city (particuIaiMy 
in ivin£er)> wbea ^turbed by the ^ging of t&^ 
Tenpo of a J S* daer Dores, producesr an effect Itigu-*' 
brionsly diss^eeaUej £ut. topeisons xetatimg 
borne by themselves and oh foat^Jtbfis6 procesaibii» 
affi)rd a t^pe^es of security; and the nmheroua 
toTdhes which are at these titmes in movement m 
all diteeiions, havef not inifire<|iientiy defeated the 
meditated blovr of tbe assassin at the moment of 
Im emerging from Ms hiding place; ^^ 

' A ceremony not less important than those of 
whidi I have spoken, and one which is well 
WOTtliy the attention of travellers^ is the fimend 
j^rocesinon of BacaHiao (salt fish) on the 1^ d^y of 
Lent;! if^re a number of grotes^tie perspnagca 
appear^ afr if to Carryakng a corpse fw intermebt; 
and this semblanoe of a dead bodj^ persomfbes the 
Quaresmii (Lent), and its emblem salt fisbi the 
chief aliment of most classes during the forty 
diays of «elf*denrkl. One of the cortege, ridicu- 
lously dressed, reads at the comers of the streets, 
the last will and testament of Senhor Baealhao; 
^d to g^ve this buffoonery an appearance of gra- 
vity, a few soldiers of the police cavalry eiscoft the 
procession. 

But I must not omit to notice some other mock 
religious processions which are still more strange. 
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.-^ BURLSSOOB RECIGIOTJS PROCESSIONS. IM 

PbftQgiiesd laHoiureti^ of eveiry description bdgin: 
on Ladynday to aijby, throu^^out the summer^ 
£fab right of indiilgiiig in the sesta or mericj^an 
abp^ £rom one o'clock until three p. nL. This 
hteMg a comfort to which they attach great value> 
they have a ,feast oii that day at the chapel of 
Nosi^a Senhora dos Prazeres> our lady of epjoy^ 
ments ; which is situated near Fonte Santa on the 
north-'west side of the city. At Michaeloxas the 
right of sesta ends, and they celebrate its termi- 
nation by a mock ^neral procession, arranged 
pretty much upon the same order of march which 
is observed .when the sacrament goes to visit the 
sick. 

In front, are three men ; the centre one carry- 
ing a mortar board suspended to a pole like a 
banner, while the others, carry emchadas (large 
hoes) upright, in imitation of lanthorns. An old 
tin water-pot serves for the bellman's use: and 
the incense^bearers carry mud baskets suspended 
by three or four strings. In these they put a few 
Hghted coals; and throwing something upon them 
to create a smoke, they swing the baskets to and 
fro as if they were censers. The trowels, pick 
axes, mallets, &c. all are made to represent some- 
thing connected with church ceremonies ; and the 
dress of this brotherhood consists of a common 
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\5^ CURIpys 3PIRIT SHBITN IN THESE MUMMERIES* 

9iick ya^ a hole at the'.bottom for.the impd to 
pf^ tfarpugh^ and one on c^ aide for the flnn& > 
<: Thus the msmt. catiioHc people in the world 
9imse themselves in burksqiiing holy things l¥^dlf 
we herf^ttps, with «U the profeneness wlucb lliiey: 
uttribute tons, so shrink from regard^^i with 
lerity, ihat the viery exposure of these muim»enea[ 
is endured with reluctance; and dismissed : with 
ritpidity. . v : 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



PORTUGUESE EQUIPAGES. 
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DRIVERS EQUIPAGES OF THE NOBILITY— -CARRIAGE 
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FODDERING ANIMALS IN PORTUGAL — CRUEL CUSTOM OF 
OBLIGING THEM TO SLEEP STANDING — PECULIAR DIS- 
EASE INCIDENT TO ANIMALS IN THIS CLIMATE — STABLE 
RETINUE OF A FIDALGO — NUMEROUS RUFFIANS HAR- 
BOURED IN NOBLE RESIDENCES^— SHAMELESS IMMUNITY 

FROM JVSTICE — INSTANCE OF THE EFFECTS OF THIS 

HOPEFUL EDUCATION OF YOUNG FIDALOOS LAQUAIOS 

AND STABLE-BOYS THEIR COMPANIONS — THEIR EQUES* 
TRIAN 7EATS — COSTUME OF A PORTUGUESE NOBLE DANDY 
— TASTE OF THE PORTUGUESE NOBLES FOR THE FINE 

ARTS ANECDOTE — NOBLE PRIVILEGE OF APOSENTADO- 

RIA — DESCRIPTION AND ENORMITY OF THE ABUSE— KING 
PEDRO THE CRUEL — HIS RIGOROUS IMPARTIALITY — HIS 

STRANGE ADMINISTRATION OF RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE 

NUMEROUS HOUSEHOLD OF THE FIDALGOB — ^THEIR MEAN 

ECONOMY THEIR PRIDE — PEDIGREE OF THE HOUSE OF 

BA COSTA^PORTUGUESE TITLES AND MODES OF ADDRESS^. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



PORTUGUESE EQUIPAGES. 



In the History of Portugal/ vol. L p. 12, pnhf 
fished in Lisbon in 1787/ may be mhA (he'conf 
fefision that ^' Nothing whidi we Bee in othfer 
countries^ eonld equal the state of debaaement iti 
which, in Fodj^al, the seiences aiid usefol arta 
were pltniged previous to the last refbrm of 1772*'* 
That iiii|MM»ients were meditated at the pet 
nod ateire mentioned is possible, but they no 
where appear to have been operated ; and in fao^ 
thing is this more apparent than in ihe object lii 
the plate now before }Mk It is a correct sketch <^ 
a Lisbon vehicle — chaise, hiackitey coach, or what 
you will — for no other equipages aire to be seen ; 
with the exception of a very few glass coaches lib* 
longing to some Ekiglish residents, and the clumsily 
built and old fashioned coiurt carriages, heavy ad 
porters' drays and gaudy as gilded ginger-bread> 
which, during the king's absence at Rio, used; 
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156 DIGRESSION ON FLIES. 

together with some servants and saUed liveries, to 
be let out for christenings to any one who chose 
to pay the expenses entailed by such borrowed 
tinsel. : 

The segS or hackney coach is drawn by mules 
or horses, sometimes by one of each. The con« 
struction of the vehicle is so wretchedly imagined, 
that it is not impervious to rain or dust, having 
nothing but the leather curtain in front to protect 
you frdm either,/ Thiis curtain is left open in 'find 
weather; although you then get covered with fliesf 
who, being disturbed at your approach, rise in 
thick clouds frdin the street dunghills, and out o£ 
revenge crowd in upon you, bringing with, theur 
small remnan£s of tliat on which they have been 
feeding. In some streets, where the undeanliness 
is greafer than ^Isewhere^ the bodies of-the hofse^ 
and the wheels of the vehide are literally covered 
by the disturbed swarms of these disgusting ia^ 
'sects ; and the buzrihg noise which fills the mr i& 
dlmpst ^uffident to drown conversation. 
^ It is impossible, even in the houses, to get rid 
of this^ intolerable nuisance. At table, if you' let 
' fell your knife, such are the dustering crowds of 
them, that yoii will kill at least from twenty tCF 
|;hirty "without counting the wounded, who lumping 
^way in all directions creep most likely Ijit^ your 
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plate and thU£i complete your nausea. Huhdredii 
■are |lie expedients that have been tried to eS^^i 
•n riddance of them* Some place^ as is done ii) 
*£ngland> plates of poison near the windows j 
otlierff tie bird*limed strings across the top of thc^ 
room for them to stick to at roosting hourisri 
Bunchesi of cut paper are liung up in the rooms 
on which they attach themselves at nighty anct 
being Hien set. fire to suddenly, myriads are de-^ 
stroyed al a blow. ' > 

: But all these are ineffectual remedies, and nd 
other alternative remains for a stranger than ia 
resign himself to the evil, and quietly swallow ad 
many of th©tn per diem as the natives, wht) beingf 
accustomed to it, do not^ f^el the inconvenience^ 
In the street, it is of urgent necessity to keep 
oiie's.mouth shut; and if speech becpmes neces- 
sary, let it at least be articulated without tinclos*^ 
ing the teeth. The mpsquitos are also^— but I 
have already made too long a digression about 
flies, and must therefore return to my subject. 
• When a sege is wanted, it is adviseaUe to ac-* 
quaint its proprietor with your wishes the day be^ 
for6 ; otherwise you are likely .to wait until eleveii 
or twelve o clods: bdfore you see it arrive at your 
dobc; so §low are they, when •unprepared, to put 
theii: hcgtses fo. . For^haira day, the price h from 
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158 EQUIPAGES OF THE NOBILITT« 

sixteen testoons to two milreis ; but if you keep 
}t (or if the postilion can drawl his time out) faei- 
youd cme b'eloc^p. m. you are ccanpelled .to pay 
for die whde day which is from three inil# to jfaur 
saUrets brides three or four shillings to. the dmisn 
It is seldom or ever that^any of these latter fellows 
are conunonly dyil> being in all liisboti^ the most 
insolent people you meet with. I heard one of 
them^ who, on bemg dismissed, by a Portuguese 
colonel^ was not satisfied with. his gorjetta^ and 
observed that the colonel was obliged to stoop on 
entering the door on account of the length c£ his 
chaco aod feather, exclaim, in the hearing of the 
ladies ^^ Ta6 grandes. as tem^ q n»& Ihe cabem 
pela porta." Anglice^ '^ His antlers are too large 
to gfet in at the door.** 

ThiB only difference observable betwe^i the 
common seges and those of the fidalgos consists 
h. this, that the arreios (harness) and leather cur* 
tains of the latter are perhaps a little blacker 
than those of the former, although . either wfll 
cover with smut the hands of anyone who at- 
tempts to buckle them. I say smut, Ipecausethe 
name of blacking would he nnsapplied to that 
with which ikey dean or rather dirt those parts 
of their equipages. No Mr.. Warren, nfritfa^his 
real japan, is known ia this gr^de cidad^ a littb 
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MODE OF FODDERING CATWR IN PORTU(!fA.L. l^ 

:viaegar mixed mth. lamp "black or cliiipiey .1^)^ 
'being regarded as a aufficieitt suli$titiit@ for }4ft 
>^ liquid lustre;" although iJa^e abQVie.spttri<^ys ic^ 
toticm of it is dignified mth the naipe ofGi^siif, 

ingleza (Engjish blacking). .' . ^ t. : 

The mules belonging to the seges of the fidflj;- 
f^ are also generally speaking in better order 
than those of the common hackneys ; biit they 
rarely approach in excellence of breed ta th^i^^ 
mb^h a^e termed of the Ba^a d'Alter^ and ar^ 
almost exclusively reserved for the use of the,3X)yal 
fionily^ As &r ^. mules can be caQed bRndspme^ 
these certainly are pre-eminent over auy in esjbsftr 
^nce; and. they are equalled by no cotfeer bre^^ 
either in pleekness of skin^ height, oi st^iytre^-z^ 
dexterity and proneness to kick eym ^t those 
iwhose sole time is devoted to the ca^$ of them. 
€kich is the imto ward nature of these i^bby sub- 

ititute^ for the nobler horse. . , 

^ tn the^ months of February an<l Mar^i^h^ it is 
usual in Portugal to give goreen. forage to mules 
and horses : this <;onsists of. barley t^^ly full 
grown ^nd is^ as may be. imagined^ expensive 
enough particularly in cases where a* small ri^tipii 
ef grain per diem m aikio allowed th^m*: It is i|t 
thisk season of the year, and by tn<g^ns^of :|his 
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460 CRUfiL CUSTOM. 

ifei£aieikt, t^t they acquire a beaui^fiil sleekness 
tod embonpoint, bdth of which begin to disappear 
towards the end of autumn, when, the sticking of 
Ihe skin to the ribs woiddbe more idsible but for 
the rough hide with wUch nature provides them 
tm the a^i^oach of winter. With~ the exception ' 
of the^ green forage months, the cattle in Portugal 
teed on straw, there being no hay in the coimtry 
owing to the burnt np state of all pasture ajt 30 
^arly a period as the end of April or b^^inning of 
May. ; 

' A custom here exists which is exceedingly re*- 
"voiting to the feelings of an Englishman, and for 
which, aj3 no good reason is alleged by the natives^ 
we must reproach the laziness of tiie lacquaios and 
culpable ccmniyance of their masters. I meaa 
that cruel custom of never allowing their animala 
■to lie down when inclined to sleep or rest ;— a com? 
fort so well provided for in our stables, $nd; obe 
Would imagine, so indispensable for the well-being 
of the cattle. No beds are therefore m^e for 
them of straw or of anything else ; and wheth^ 
this is practised £rom a view to econotny, or merely 
to sate the trouble of curry^ombing a soiled hi4(^ 
t will not pretend to determine. But tins Ikno>v 
that the cruel' custom does exist, tod that in order 
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>^ STABLE RETINUE 0^ A Fi0AlQO. W 

to prevent their lying diowli to sleep, their) h^}teF^ 
are shortened to ahout the length of ten or twdv^ 
inches every xiight. 

Indian corn is as frequently given fe) the cattle 
as barley ; and a small kind of bean aJso. IXwiiig 
the months of dry forage, it frequently: hiip{)(^3 
that the roof of the wrimal s mouth becpmies so 
enlarged as to project beyond the level of the 
teeth. In these cases it is scarified, with a, pen- 
Jcnife or even a nail in various, directions, $o as 
to ^produce a copious discharge of blood ; and the 
mouth is then washed two or three times a^day, 
with a rag tied round a stick, dipped in a mixture 
of vinegar, pounded onions, and salt.. ^Until this 
remedy is, applied, th§ animal is unable .to'chew 
his food.' I have invariably observed that leephgj 
attach themselves much more readily to the moutK 
of animals thus affected than to others, when 
drinking* The fountidns in Portiigal ) abound wii^ 
this useful reptile ; and it would . seem that thia 
circumstance is a provision made by nature to give 
relief to the mouths of animals so diseased. 
. The retainers in the families of the Portuguese 
fidalgos are very numerous, sometimes amounting 
to fifty or sixty. Many hang about the staWes, 
whose abode there is altogether unknown to th4 
family ; but their object in thi» passing for ser- 

M 
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l&t NUMEROUS RUFFIAKS HARBOtlRED. . 

vonts or stable boys is to enjoy tbe protedticm 
wiich appertains by right to all the dependantii 
of a fidalgo. One of the chief privileges^ indeed, 
of a Portuguese nobleman is the inyiolabilif^ of 
his meanest out-houses> in cases where «uly ci these 
fuffiqns (Should take refuge therein to elude the 
grasp of justice after the commission of murder. 

The numberless laquaios and ruffiaito seen bask^ 
ing in the sun at the stable doors, and in the 
court, out-houses &c. of a £dalgo, may be re^ 
garded as instruments of his revenge on the 
nierert occasions. Unfortunately th^e axe but 
too many sad instances on recwd of the truth 
of this; and every one who has resided for any 
length of time in Lisbon> particularly previous 
to the war, must have witnessed cat heard of 
hundreds of atrocities of this nature. It used 
(not half a century ago) to be quite a &vor^ 
amusement at night for the young noblemen to 
sally forth at the head of a band of their cut- 
throat lacqueys, called by them valentods, and to 
way-lay, maim, rob, or assassinate in the most 
cowardly manner my one who might h^ve in- 
curred their displeasure. 

. A Belgian gentleman, oa <k)ming from'the/opera 
in 1S0(V was puv^ued by a gang of these heroes ; 
but screening himsdf suddenly in a part of the 
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H0P$9l^L m>&^TmN OF YOUNG FIDALGOS. 163 

«c& neast Idi^po^ eating hoiise> they pass^ &ei 
place of hifi ccrnc^dmisAt* Failing in their attempt 
fo catch Mm, Ikey tvere bitteriy upbraM<^ anil 
abiid^d by o^e of Hie party; and he he^d thq 
iA^ answer^ ^ It is not our fanit if he escaped'; 
your ExceUeficy must have seen that we annexe 
eiose upon his heels: but he has disappeared 
Nossa Senhora ktaow^ wh^e,** - 

About tihte titte hei% liUuded to, and in most 
ffl^ies of Kldalgos #v^en in our tin^s, ^he young 
fieit % Seen di My loun^ng about wiifa these 
^or^ess winches in ti^e stabies, iossing lig 
jg^erfif wkii ^^En in 4&e court-yar4, {liaying at 
hnsaa"^ gslmd at ear^s^) ya^k them o^: the flights 
0f ^^p^, a^ iearolkg tQ anioke a^ars'in a hnow^ 
in^.s^le, ^th a^hip in the other Jiandp and itfafi 
hot/ ^Ih ^ ti^ 1titB?mmi cocked up on one 
^d.' ^Tjfis, instead of literary pprsui^s; or in fi^ 
ei'exij %alculatied to^ imprOT^a the mind, is . tb(siK>- 
giibm%,andm m^y^as^ thefitidtdhmg, of 'afidd<^ 
go's educ^on. -Oli6 4hi% ham^iek (I istust lax^ 
fcrget to say) is naveir omitted; lyid that is eques- 
trian instriiction; Thd y^ung nobSlty i|$ual|yja6- 
tehd a ri(£ng house, if ^t na»ie may he giveoi' to 
a place in which they are taught to ait as uprlgiit 
as a poker, ndt CNfi a saddle but in> a b^, which 
^omes'up as high neai»Iy lis; th$ dbdomen in ;£ronl^ 

m2 
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164 TASTE OF THE MRTDOtrBSa 1K>ELES 

and to a cprrespoi&ding keight bqluo^^ fEH|i|iiigj^, 
receptacle. for seat and thigha^.CHit pf> wJtuphit 13 
impossible to be tbrown. Yet even when securely 
packed intiiese wopdeaeas^, the pi:owest_^y^ 
Hers of Portugal never dare to attraipt ,the jmigbjl^. 
hazard of a leap. 

I have endeavouredy a$ weU as ]t}ie siase of^tjie 
drawing will permit^ to delineate tlp^ j^^dle-bo:^^ 
which^ as in uniyersal ^se throughout P^rtiigal^ 
belcmgs equaUy to the fidalgo and the poptiUi^Q* 
The jack boots^ too, worn by the ppsttfUpn vi.tbe 
plate are in general re<}ttest t and> as i&Ued by tkp 
embryo fidalgos^ come (when standings) yhalf way 
up their thighs. Theaie, with a high cpckfd }^ 
or moon raker, and a long straight whip, conq[))i^ 
in their estimation the costiume of a kno^irhig |^. 
lant. ^Such being the leading points in title eda-^ 
cation of a young fidalgo, it will n^t surprise any 
one to be told that, with the esicc^tion ^f ^jfl^ pf 
the order who are dis&oguislied for the highest 4^ 
gree of mental acquirements and ^npjoye^ja di- 
plomacy at foreign courts, the great mass of them 
ai^ plunged in brutal ignorance. Of their jtaste 
for, and knowledge of the delineating &st^} shall 
just give a sample. 

A foreign officer of rmk, and of, considerable 
merit as a landscape puinter,^ had an^ij^dhupoself 
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by<imiking a b(^utiful coliec&iii of vkvrici the 
m^st picturesque parts of Cintra. Hiimdreds of 
persons of the highest rask solicited permisnon 'to 
s(efe tiiese productions; and were^ inth die polite^ 
n^ chaittcteristic of this amiable and dislihgiashed 
o^oeir^ readily admitted.^ This ho wev^ becomihg 
etery day more trdublasx>me^ and hreakittg in 
upon his valuable time; he received them at last 
^en peintre** MrrAout dHuscontinuing his occupation. 
On (Aie occasion, a fidalgo of the very first water 
drove up to his door^ and being ushered intp his 
room all covered widi 9tiffs, exiuressed his desire 
to be indulged as others had been. The oflSoer 
pimited out to hitn a great portfolio, and begged 
that itis'E^cellen^ would arrange the drawings 
accoi^dmg ' to his own taste along the ch«drs, re? 
gretting that the state of the piece at whidi hd 
was engaged at the moment would not adinit of 
fais qui^ng it to aifsist ham; without endangering 
<3ie BpoiSing of his work.' The great man betook 
faiiBsdIf to placing the land^^mpes in a row, against 
the liglit, and almoit all cf them upside down : 
tken retraiking a few paces and bringing his glass 
to his eye, he exclaimed with great pathos, ^' Que 
b^os imapas.^ — ^"^ Whait beautiful maps f evidratly 
taking the douds for atrouUed ocean, abd tl^ 
hoi!fi»ii*fer the sea boast 
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166 PRIVIliBaS. or APQSWTAOORIA. 

tejegr^ & tkit of ;A{MddnlficU)ria, as^^^ mi *pa«M;Vi9i 
The fermear kilpKfis :4liafe if A^ «ifee' la JiWpg^^. 

flse: light ttf piksdive JStpmH^tft^^rari^ t^ nmjr: tm 
Ipaottt of it/jfi»fis.^^ imd fidtot^liigblis 

pIaQe.iaii]rt)f ;their ii»9^ 6f e^^ 

penb^m wfcoiA ttey: plefts^, - TIA piiyB^*, *o 9 

t»li;ididod|ge :s/Qi(l«€!h feyai^g^ithartj^e prftt> 

^^ paaed^ Aposentiad^m^^iEeE^l^ ^j^9lHfdsa$]dr to 

piiySqipe nor the odbr> Js:«il|6d; M wery ^BSbm&Bi 
te[lpfe'1!tonfedo«tt)fi*)oi»w ) : /; , .; . 

. > If a^^Fortii^teaer detects i^^ in tlie nctnd 

k^yiiH^;iii»iiedkte defi33i u^tm/lx)fh.th6.4lf€aftd^ 
|HHnd^4 .4^ tmde ipvty. hc^ neither; ariteodli&iadci 
aifidalgo^ mqiT adedEeiobii^aidoiv to^feairdii cskUet ^ 
adiirni ;i^ 'iig^ «imM[ he puilM^Me ^ 
ms&dei(%/.: [ •: ..•. .^ .1 .•;/ '.■>-.:'.•. . ; .. ,fn :-■ ' ■: 
\ rHdber i(li!^eiit ;j»;tlu».:fa^ t)l Justin 

fifisn tJmt of wMdi ' we read Jte ^nractiaed byi iiflie 
king Don Pedro ; who, instead of beitg^^rooBtaed 
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^^ The evneV ctagb^ |;d liaveWn tem»i % 
just ; for owing to the summary manner in wjiieii 
be fimijled erimo,^. m^ bis tot^l 4i«i?^«r4;f9?;the 
fairih or q[iiali^y of tlie p^ndei^, C9f^ r/equiri^ 
eiE^ital pmus^unait; Imnone i^t last ^it^i^e^Bg^y 
Mxei^-^cdmmemg proof that lenity if i^ m^^ 
i^bspecta mistaken .meni^^ 

I?ie dBoillowing ifa^ts are. meirtioned by a P^rtjar 
guese historian^ and appear so nmch m pmnl to 
ibe' present casei^ tibatljea^not refrain fri^an ^^ng 
then im ihe ^uthor^B own : MDords. ^' A fsertam 
jecsdesiasfio >txiinspbrted with chsder, killed a maran 
%lio>ihad:faeeiiihe.dD|ect: of it. The king piCh 
teaiided igmaranoe i>f the crimen and waited qme^y 
iaolis«biQe]i¥hat; would 1^ dime in this, case by the 
-^^gy^ ^Uttv)£bat faac^ Qonsid^riBHl that the.muih 
derar^had lieea ppmidied iufficbnBy hy his sua* 
yenrion fionu th^ je&ercise of; his :iauftctiQns during 
a ^^eaar; Thk .tetaJ^m of the cdecmsed w^e e&- 
oee^ngly^censed at.sDd^Uba piiHiaiiintot ; and 
the Ifihg^^^iseerit : ozsders ito >the;inas(on'a MXi to 
•liU'4(fa« m^i^ddra: of ius iiddier. He did so ; aitd 
thijeosnseqimc^' of iit wte . condenuied to ideath; 
't>i^ itiien A&eiisehtence y^ brqughi to the 1m^ 
fiM^qHgnmtnorCii'he iMsiked what trade Ihe youAg nMtHi 
iirad of, and being aliaweoed that lus was a iii^<Hi> 
' Then/ said the king, ' I condemn him to.aNt^ip 
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• 

from Working at Us tirade Uk, Ae spam of one^ 
year/*^ • . 

He afterwards pumKhed 'with deafb aH oi^iUi 
erimto comiiiitted by eode^astics ; and on ibs^ 
pefitkfiiinig him to submit' their eouis to th^ 
eup^riw judge (the Grand i*aiiia of the triple 
crown), he very quietly answered, thai faa wqidd 
neontenr himself with sendmg them before /£ejr 
<ahd Ms Superior Judge, meaniog God. 

His majesty had a procurass burnt, .for givmg 

tip a young girl to admiral Lan^ot^ Be9anha 

^and condemned the adiooliral to be beheaded. And 

-bedau4e a porter, who had bfben sent with ainntift- 

cation to a fidalgo, complained to tl^ vjkiiig^ that 

the litter had struek him and had.phidked^his 

bea»d; his majesty, iunang rcmnd to)the pq^GfCgi- 

diMT of ti[ie court who was prenen^ ^eo^loimed 

.^' Help me Ldusen^^o* Gonsakes^ for: a mail has 

irtrudk me on the hice and pisieked. my beard)'* 

iupon which the fidalgo ^as lahen u^ and be- 

hesKkedr Such was in. diort.tfae; iid9ie4^bpi^ aiid 

tttrpacrtialiiy in the malmcor <>f thi&iklng's admittttf- 

tratiim of justice, duct, at his deaths he iwaa sordy 

iiMdented % hb peopdk, wbo deelanid thafe they 

fteyet had befiire seai, and nfavec : iagma: fsspactod 

to witness, such' ten' ytans* a» those of the mgii.fif 

Pott Pedro. ^ . . , . ; 
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't'O return to modern fiialgos, and thdr t^se^ 
kolds — ^At the mention of such sounding nutnbeis 
as Slty or sixty domestics^ an uninformed person 
might conjecture that the expence incurred m the 
ittaintenance of so numerous a suite m«M he tre-^ 
mendbus ; hut this k fat from being t&e case^ 
"The major domo (mdr domo) and mojp dwc^^ 
together with one or two aias (female attendants) 
^at of what «>mes £rom the fldalgo^staBle ; wMdi^ 
by the bye, has rarely any thing else on it, but 
vacca com arros/or galinha com arros*, foMowed 
by s^mie 6lives and sweetmeats: in the melon 
season, ihis fruit being always thejfSr#l di$h on 
the tabte, cut tip in stieesi^ All <3ie rest 6f tilie 
retintie have a ration served out to each by the 
mofo dac^i^a (butler) conisistitig bf bread, rice dr 
fdjdes, (dried kidney beaais) and a smaB mealsuDe 
tf! dite oil* Few have aiiy pecuniary Eitipetid; 
^Hf^tfae exception of the 6>otineii, Wti6 having 
some' sort of livefry-jack^t^nd pigi^l; sdrknbier trp 
ixOiindti^ carriage, aiM nilike &de£^ al'ei^ ofie 
who loo^' sui^rised at the shs^bliit^esB « ot iimt 
^uipmetafc' '^"'^ - '•' -^ '•• •" .'\^^^'■ -..'-U '.j; 
- TheP^rtugu^e h^le families httire ttie^me 

t»j?tarros^^apUlau,Wfbiriitioii£dmirioel: . »: 
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rtdiQidoite prid^ in de^qinQg their pedigr^ Urom 
tb^ simt remote anilqftiitjrj, wluch in icmr <iWi9 
GQQiitf y Idngimmy di^ftinguidbeg the em-disant ds*- 
d0endant£f &om liewellyn. The house <if d$t Cefita 
i»bo^v)eia»^ indisputably <^ most andr9i9l;» Nn>g 
de^^iidiQd in ^eet Hi&e from Donna £t;a daCwta^ 
Qiiirvujyversri gfundmothw: Ere, acw»4iiig to 
]P<H?tttg^e$e h6rald$^ hsrnng taken the aboipe iiam? 
fiTQtif ihe €imtfi(irt;ajDiee4)lh^^ 
' (^ta 07 i$ide»' 

The tnode t€ adi^eaiiing the d^fer^irt mr^ ^ 
petrous ib l^ortisg^l km db&ervaoce (^lE^ti^id 
iiicefyt ftr tioiJtog k ;Mo^ ealy to fi>r^gii^9p 
ithaii'to«ii^e ^ipailErti^es, iv^eh ^ w>nld; di»w 4oi!m 
4k9 ^edcm^ikable h{|;^red:of ihe 0&«4edi«^^ 
iariegpi T'O ji fiimpte njochsaiic, yon way saAj^ 
#ddfg»s. lb Yfk^£i» Mer6§:; J4it it ^care $^11 isoc# 
jlgijeeftfele^to^j^ if i^peaMog iw^tibe tWrd pers|» 
f oti i«|fl4) &/ Seiihw <tho . iseahoa^)- To, a J^fffW 
4^ fTtf Mata iati^da (i3^ i»ole» Pp 140 ^bi9 j^Ypa^mes^^ 
^(3^«JM9ria:i$ Mi&|)^»ia))ik^ Vo*ia f(e«bop^a ii# 

strictly speakings although this tide i^ ;a4drd9|Sie4 

it belongs from the rank of baron down to that of 
colon^s of r^ment^^ wjio neyertheless can only 
exact it from the^indiidduals^ of itheir owa jregir 
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ments^ and even that by courtesy. The title of 
Excellency, although lavished at Oporto and in 
the northern provinces on every shop keepeis^ 
family, is a little more sparingly given in the 
metropolis, where it is addressed wholly and solely 
to those who have a right to it ; i. e. to counts, 
viscounts, and from those titles upwards. 

The attributes of the kings of Portugal are, 
although known to most people, well worth re- 
cording here, since I am speaking of titles. What 
can be more imposiag than ^^ Don such a one. By 
the grace of God king of Portugal and the Al- 
garves, on this and on that side of the sea. In 
Africa, Lord of Guinea, and of the conquest, navi- 
gal&on, and commerce of Ethiopia, Arabia, Persia 
and Brazil.'' 
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CHAPTER IX, 



THE PORTUGUESE COUHT, 



At the court of Don John VL on the days called 
Beijatnad (kiss hand)> his majesty sits On his 
throne at the upper end of an oblong saloon; 
having on his left hand her majesty the queen, 
also seated on a throne. On her left are seen 
standing up in a row, according to seniority, the 
princes ^and princesses of the blood ; at a little 
distance from the latter, and ranged along the 
wall trt right angles with them, are placed the 
la£es of honor, having on their left the camaris- 
taiS &c. At each extremity of the side opposite to 
that of the throne, is a door opening into the 
saloon, where the nobles are dlowed to assemble 
previous to admission; and beyond which is an- 
other called Sala dos Tudescos. This rdom is ap- 
propriated for officers of the army, ** homems de 
gravata iavada,"* and in short for all the rabble: 
for tins monarchy worthy to be called the father 
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176 DATS OF THE BEIJAMAO OR KISSING OF HANDS. 

of his people, -admits into his presence the meanest 
of his subjects and listens to their supplications. 

The inner doors, that is, those communicating^ 
from the nobles' room to that of the throne, are 
each guarded by two chamberlains (camaristas) 
from whom every one experiences that civility of 
treatment, which distinguishes men of polished 
nanners and good breeding. But at the door 
which opens mto the '^ sala dos tudescos" stands 
a brute of a halber^r, who, if he sees amongst 
the foremost of the candidates for admission, any 
officer pf the army, even crippled in the service, 
invariably pushes him back to make way for some 
corpulent friar, adding, '' Stand back senhor offi- 
cial ; enter if you please, most reverend father.** 

The signal being g^ven for the opening of the 
r(^al saloon, the court band of music, in thar 
very rich antique costume, begin to play ; and the 
whole scene assumes an imposing appearance. 
The nobles file into the throne room, one after 
the other at a slow pace, and when at a few steps 
from the throne jnake a profound inclination, 
then advance, kneel, and kiss the hand of the 
sovereign, who extends it to all his subjects with a 
look truly paternal. This being done, they per-r 
form the same homage precisely towards her 
majesty and each of the royal family. They then 
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file out in the same order ihrofugh the other doo^ 
at the same end of the room idience they entered. 

In proportion as the nobles* room becomes 
emptied> the tudescos are admitted into it to take 
thdr turn; and this ceremony lasts sometimes 
from eleven o'clock aj/l. to six p.m./ to tb» great 
&tigue of the pinces and' princesses who are 
standing all tiie time; The eldest of the former^ 
the present emperor of Brazil^ is as fine a young 
man as can be seen ; with a handsome facey manly 
stature^ and a commanding look, bordering per- 
haps a little upon severity; but which sits well oa 
a prince; The princesses are very handsome, and 
of a beautiful complexion, notwithstanding thdr 
long residence in the Brazils. 

Besides these days of Beijamao, his inajesty is 
always very accessible to any one in his realms ; 
and dearly does h^ pay for his paternal tjonde^ 
scen^on. I have calculated that the average 
number of frivolous, worthless,- and undeserving 
petitioners, who pester his in^esty every day of 
his life, is no less than one hundred and fifty ; of 
whom two thirds, notwithstanding their profession 
of renouncing the pomp and vanities of the world, 
are fiiars craving situations of lucre. One of 
these holy men told me candidly that he had, at 
the moment he was speaking, no less than four 

N 
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Slifl^ent petitidds insinle his habit to yttatat, aft 
drcumstances might ofFer a favorable oppottu- 
iiity; all of them having fer object to dbtain the 
Irenis of some chapel iii reward for pretended sei!^ 
vices to the state. It is trtie tlxati during the war, 
he had quitted his ccinveht for the ihore mire*^ 
Istraihed life of a soldier, and had alwdy^ s^wn 
hihisdf foremost in irevengihg th6 grSefi of his 
boniitry — wherever a scene of rapine offered itsetf. 
But at the close of the War, he, saintlike, took to 
the more profitable avbcalion of confessii!kg devout 
ladies and pi'oviding dying men with passports and 
feffls of exchange for St. Peter, receiving in returh 
the property which they must leave behind, but 
which had better been bequeathed to their chil- 
dren- and widows. 

Even French and Italian opera dancers ap- 
peared in the ranks of supplicants, demanding 
pemddns for the signal service of having shaken 
iheir limbs in sight of royalty; and by a strange 
pe^eirsenesS of thlngS, these baref&ced mounte- 
batiks Were dften knt)wn to succeed, when uiia^- 
suming merit remained, ''for want of protainence 
and just relief," unrewarded. 

t have seen individuals sollcitiiig* the Foro 
(i*dnk, privileges, antf immunitres of nobility,) 
gtOUhdihg their prelensiotis On the circumstance 
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<»f Us msgesty hamg, whan prince r^erit, somo 
Hdrty jesM before^ odndesee&cbd to a%ht at 
tlidir father's quinta (country house) and partake 
ei ire&esfatnentg : — and th^ succeeddl ; for such 
IB the custom of the country and the right ao 
qaired, when the sovereign condescends to alight 
and eat at the house of asuhject. 

Such iras the advantage taken of his majesty's 
imequiilled goodness of heart, that the vety ave- 
nues and corridors leading to the royal chapel 
weMatfiH times thirdngsd wkh pe^tioners of every 
desec^oiu In this ;dace also, a scene often, nay 
every evening, presented itself of a nature fouly 
ii£eulous« I allude to the expedients resorted to 
fey wrtain well dressed beggars (iox the w^ p&- 
tiijaner is net suffidendy descriptive) who knc^w* 
ing Hiat ins majesty is eseeedingly devout, endesr 
VumteA to insinuate themselves intoHs good graces 
h^ ^e most barefaced muimnery. Remainixi^ 
pt^ostifate during the whi^ ceremony of mass, with 
their l^s fii;;ed upon the flag stones ci the ehapel, 
tff eictitidii^ their arms ^' en crucifie" and ko^ 
ing their eyes fixed upon some saint during the 
whtfle service; they thus, hoped to ai;tract the 
king^s att^tidn, and rend^ faim propitious to their 
pi^pdlftertdus pra;^ers. 

The music of the royal chapel is exquisitely 
N 2 
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180 EXQUISITE MUSIC OF THE ROYAL CHAPEI.* 

beaixtiiiii;^<^^ ^ir being composed of l^e Kest 
castr^ti to be ioMid in Italy, trho during mass 
play and edng the most delightjful and choicest 
pieces of anwc in use on the stage. The salaries 
of these m&a are so prodigiously exorbitant, that 
i s^all not mention them lest I should be disbe- 
liered. Besides the profits accruing io them from 
their employment as choristers, they amass great 
property by hiring themselves out to sing atevM.- 

I never attended a soiree at IKo without seeing' 
ittit one or two of these castrati. Their app^ur*^ 
aftice is truly disgusting ; thdur compleadou is;iiiealy. 
and perfectly colourless; their hair lank, their 
eyes sunken, and their chin beardless. In conver- 
sation their tones are squeaking, their whole gait 
announces effeminacy, and flieir figures are re- 
markable for narrowness of shoulders, width of lap, 
and an extraordinary development of length in the 
^mur and tibia ; so much so that when sitting 
down their kneies are nearly in a lev^l with fteir 
chin. It is a curious fact that this great and un- 
natural development of the lower extremities k 
observable in the capon. The dress of these men 
when in the choir of the chapel is purple silk. I 
must not forget to add that most of them use ftn 
artificial complexion. 
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PATRIARCH OF LISBON. 181 

The patriarch of Lisbon is the king's first chap 
lain : he is a cardinal de jure, and takes prece^ 
dence of all the bishops and archbishops in Portu^ 
gal. His palace stands near Junqucdra, about 
half way between Alcantara bridge and Belem, 
and resembles very much an old country chateau 
in France, having very steep roofe and a square 
tower at each angle. Between the two towers 
which form the front of the centre, there is a spa* 
icious balcony lined round to about the height of 
twelve feet with lazulejos (a species of white vaiv 
lushed brick) ornamented with representations of 
mythological subjects. . Few men can be - foiind 
.who will accept of the situation of cardinal par 
triarch, owing to the restraint which it imposes ; 
■for whoever holds it is compelled to abstain from 
^frequenting parties, or any other places of ceprear 
tidn. His duties are very arduous, and beyond 
belief .laborious : for they consist in hearing mass 
jevery momuig at his own chapel; and when he 
rides in his carriage through the Lisbon streets^ it 
■is always with the two forefingers of his right 
ihand erect, with which he bestows his crucial be-, 
nediction on the kneeling rabble. Add to aU this, 
4:liat he undergoes the painful necesfsity of pockefe- 
ting a revenue of about £35,000 per annum. 
The carriage of the patriarch is precisely simi- 
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lar to those belon^ng to the courts ^t U^ed with 
papal purple ; of vrhidh ovioiir are also Ms liVe^ 
ries. But it is in the honBeei wU(^ draw Im oar* 
riage, that thcire exists so marked a disHnctios^ 
Aat by tiaem he may be recogmsed at least a 
BiBe off. The horses or muks which tSse countr}; 
produces will^ it seems^ suffice tp transpinrt royalty 
wherever it may please to go ; but to mo¥e the 
dignity and stiuke of a cardinal^ somethiDg minre 
imposing is neceisary. A set of horses called 
Urcos were therefore brought from Hollaud fw 
the use of this grand lama oi Lisbon. .Their 
colour is a darkish cream^ and their stature and 
fihftpe we precisely diose of the dray horses of 
fiOiidoii. 

The pfttiiai3ch who died in 1818 had been a 
long lame unable to move about the metroppH^ : 
the conaequepoe was that his successor found tijie 
idbabitants ratiier unused to the bene^ctory cere- 
mony; and as he drove up to th« palace of the 
inquifittion one day, where the meeting of iSie go- 
iremoiss *^ of the kingdom was held, the officer of 
4he guard there statumed, proceeded wilh opened 
.lai&B to pay the compliment due to sndx rank, 
Imtsi the holy caidimd Izfbd his two fingers to 

'^ The patciaipch «paft one 4>f Aoise dunag ibe Jdng^ adbsence. 
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bestow his blessing on the soldiers. The officer 
then mistook this for a refiisal of military honors^ 
and dismissed his troops accordingly. This so 
incensed the Lama^ that he caused the officer to 
be summoned before him^ and gave him a severe 
reprimand for what was nothing but a mistake. 
A few days afterwards^ on his return from the 
above meetings and passing in front of the marine 
arsenal^ the guards to shew its devotion^ turned 
out with surprismg rapidity; and the drummer 
beat^ it seems^ three more deafening ruffies> than 
the Urcos had ever been used to hear in Holland. 
For they darted off with such ungovernable vio- 
lence that the carriage was upset^ the coachman 
thrown off his box^ and killed^ and but for N. S. 
da Penha de Frauj^a^ who worked a miracle upon 
the occasion, the patriarch would have been killed 
himself, instead of only receiving numberless se* 
vere contusions. He ever after officially dispensed 
vnth military compliments, salutes, and ruffles; 
and had a little painting of the miracle stuck up 
in his chapel. Perhaps the poor coachman's widow 
might complain, that her husband had been ex- 
cluded by Nossa Senhora from his share in the 
miraculous preservation. 
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CHAPTER X. 



PORTUGUESE MANNERS, FEMALE DRESS, &c. 



DRESS OF THE LOWER ORDERS OF WOMEN — THEIR FINE 
HAIR^-WANT OF CLEANLINESS— HABITS OF SECLUSION 
OF ALL CLASSES OF FEMALES— MODE OF CARRYING ON 
AMATORY CORRESPONDENCE GOING TO MASS COQUET- 
TISH ADJUSTMENT OF DRESS GRACEFUL STEP— FINE 

EYES OF THE PORTUGUESE WOMEN — CONDUCT OF BOTH 
SEXES AT MASS — AMOROUS SUSCEPTIBILITY OF THE POR- 
TUGUESE—LOVE AFFAIRS — INEFFECTUAL VIGILANCE OP 
PARENTS — CUSTOM OF IMMURING DAUGHTERS IN CON- 
VENTS—CURIOUS LAW IN FAVOR OF LOVERS — A LOVE 
TALE — FATE OF THE PARTIES — STREET COSTUMES OF FE- 
MALES — THE UNIVERSAL CAPOTE — ITS CONVENIENT CO- 
VERING — ANECDOTE OF THE CAPOTE— RODA, OR FOUND- 
LING HOSPITAL-7-INFANTICIDE — A STORY FROM PORTU- 
GUESE LIFE. 
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CHAPTER X. 



PORTUGU^E MANNERS, FEMALE DRESS, i»c. 



The dress of the lower QX^^^t^ of feog^s in Poih 
tug^^ when Bi*^or8, 19 not mat^riftUy 4iffi^i:ent 
from that oi the same id93s of wopieQ m Epg^sQ^i 
with this exc^(m^ thut ih^ PcHtagve«« Vf^f» 119 
ciqps^ but merely 9 pieo« jpf ^)a^ #lwiid or y«)x^ 
to aasiflt the comb m ewfimog ihelr JwuDeiv^ 
quantity ^ 1^^ whii^h is abnpst idwuys of » J«^ 
bhdc Qoloiir, This tjbey ujhi^ wtie |tbo!$| pppop 
a mouthy not so much for t^e purpoae 9f cQ^Mng 
it» as to d^troy a pwt of the enmds irf f$0ril^ 
lest perhapfi tl^tr head^ diipuld o^herwwe be «fim^ 
4iff tbeir $hould«»i. Instead of pomatwOt <&<»y 
use ^ye oil^ w which ih^y ahsft^tdy soi^ their 
hair ; mmy^ how^yeri trea^ themfKil^Eis oc«(isiOiBr 
dlywHh a ]il;tte clarified hog^s ]^ 
hanha de Cheko. 

Nothiiitg would be more calculated to put a 
Portuguese wmxan iutp a pafi^oi^^ thau to tell her 
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188 DRESS OF THE LOWER ORDERS OF FEMALES. 

that her hair contained the unwelcome visitors 
above alluded to; although at the moment you 
might perceive them galloping about in all direc- 
tions on her forehead, v Indeed, when knitting, ' 
the Portuguese women may be seen scratching 
their heads eternally with the long needles used 
intliework. Nevertheless, as if to attract atten- 
tion to that particular part of their persons, they 
almost always ornament their hair with a pink, j 
ivhick is their favorite flower, i 

^ During the heat of immmer, most of them wear 
410 cohering on the bosom, which is consequently 
exposed to view; but as this is the habit of the 
scKmhtry, it attracts no observation. Perhaps the 
Migih of this custom may m some measure be afcf 
4ribttted, not merely to the heat of the climate, 
4>ut to a certain consciousness of the supmority 
^f&tm m this particulsu:*, which certainly distin- 
guished 4he Fo^uguese females. They are by 
^Hatiite {I speak of the Lisbon women) exceedingly 
indolent^— ^a defect which is not a little encou^ 
raged by their custom of seldom 0t ever stirring 
0ut €f tiieir house6> exc^t on oceasioiis of great 
4Rtom^t| or on'Sundays and eaints* days/ for tlie 
purpose of going to mass. Affairs immediately 
3xmn^ct^' witii their household seldom compel 
ihemiago bto the atredt f as almost every tiling 
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of whidi they stand iii need is hacked about: dft> 
the doors ; such as fish^ vegetables; fruity &e^ 

Women of other countries^ unaccuiitoinedtosaefar 
habits of seclusion as those wlueh Portuguese idil^as 
of decency compel their females to observe, wotild 
but ill brook this confinement. But tdth them ifr 
is d matter of taste as wdl a& habit; thek fOikf 
pleasure consisting in looking dut of tibeir wm-t 
dows almost all day long, tb observe every thing 
which takes place in the streets or at their neigbr 
bours\ and to converse with the latter, verbaUy^ 
if sufficiently near, or by means of their hands aii4 
fingers, if beyond the reach of the voice* ' Com 
versations of many hours' length are dometimeil 
kept up in this way ; certain positions oi the fin* 
gers standing for well understood syllables or 
words. 

Thus, with the aid of expressive gestures^ two 
inaeeessible persons are enabled to communicate 
with all the .facility of a written correspondence ; 
and with this superior advantage, that they enjoy 
the pleasure of seeing each other and interchang- 
ing- thoughts, without suspence or delay. Love 
being the pursuit which, almost to the exclusion 
of every other, engrosses the mind of tiie Portu- 
guese people, it may readily be conceived that 1^ 
digito-telegraphic intercourse is made the vehicle 
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Iff MUKMy deelirattoils, whkh the natUoial ooitom 
of femi4e iSMlnsioii rtttders it 4 difficult enterpiiM 
to convey in any other manner^ 

Whan these JMBnales aally forth to ohuirch^ 
Iheir dfeM aasittnes qiito a diflbraftt appearcnce 
from thmr in-4oor costume^ No peopfe m Ae 
#eirld an a0 ^articiikuiy neat about the &6t af they 
are} tl^lr iM;oeking» are always dP the yiAatamam 
ef anoWi «nd tteir shoetr^ made of i^ and not 
nnfrequentily oniametxted with embrmdery and 
upmglen, are of t«rry good workttiaiiship* Tkfff 
ifMr over their dress a cldtli ci^te> and over 
ih&t heads a musAin handkerdttrf^ both adjusted 
in an arti^ and <*o<]fnettbh matiiier. 

I%te3 eqaipped> and improving^ die e£^t of th^ 
liftcMtiing costume by the graeeftil mot^eiiftent wkft 
which lliey deliberately pick out their way over 
ft dirty paV€flQient> they never M> ii native has 
been in the least ptopitious to ihern^ to oreate an 
interest which wt>nien of oUier eouittries would 
be ttmch longer in winning. However life^ ge^ 
ncmi beauty of features a Portuguese yoong wo*- 
man may be able to boasts slie is sw e to make 
tonqttests at first mgfat^ mowing to a ringle attrac^ 
iSon wUch she invariably possesses ;*-'a pair of ^he 
most lovely eyes tn tiie world» dither Uack as the 
slee^ or of a cle^r thesnut> er of a deep hatd hue^ 
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dndetetMof^xpretisitniattdktdligMcd. SwSi 
are ihe soul speaking features which Hie Modfildl 
bdtd defighted to cdebrate^ and wtis WoUt td c^m- 
pare to the eyes of tke g^zelte^ The lotj^ dttk 
eyelash and the finely arched eyebrow are lik^wtM 
the distinguishing mArkB df a Ptftuguese ftoev 

At churchy the female paft ^ the cotlgfigitliaii 
Ml atid ktttel oii th&t pdMioft ^ thi$ gTDittid vdbidk 
hAs H Wooden floot eletttMd A few fai^M ubof b 
tlte broad flag stoneis. Hird tiMy Mtdr int6 eoft^ 
verisatfon with whomever of theif own sex hiq[i^h 
tb be h^r theiii, with all tibie ftlTab^ty of a long 
acquaintance; and this it tisudlfy eofifintieil, if 
they meet again in the street^ by mutual maim 
ttttd incHnatibnS ot the hedd^ WitbdiUt entaifiiig the 
tiM^s^tyof a ddsei- a^qtiftbtaiioei The ^oatenm- 
ticm during the mass is Moi^y €Kf n Aathieid ftalvre; 
tod th^ Objects of it> ai^ v^^f ^e duster d( 
young bucks who^ ranged along thd ^elitire of th^ 
tfhtdrch^ gaze imptidehtiy on ite WtitteA testead of 
tittendihg to the serVide- Ittdefed v«y ftw iftft- 
vidu^b of either sex, getaer&Hy sj^^iakii^, fire W&c 
observed to pay strict attcJnfioii to any oti^r ]^ 
tif thfe ceremony, than that of thfe etel^«liai of the 
lio^t. Then, Certanly, «w mA b& WidlOiit'ttfr- 
teption, incUne tiieir h^ids titid bodi») ^nd stiike 
theil' bteasts, the deV6nt tjatelttittiltlg, in a Um 
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yoke, '' 'tis Illy fiiulV 'tis my fault, 'tis my very, 
grfeat fault;' 

But those youtliis;, whom good fortune or great- 
frringemeut and foresight have placed near their 
mistf eiSdesy take advantage of that convenient pos- 
ture and gentle murmur td wlasper; m their witt- 
ing ears the passionate protestations of their love ; 
for in the whcde course qi the week, perhaps^ ea 
£iLv6urable to Opportunity might not again be 
found. Florian most justly observes of the Por- 
tugueiie " lis semblent n^s pour Famour : c^est la 
grande affaire' de leur Vie: les plus grands sa- • 
erifiees he eoutent rien des qu'il, s'agit de cette 
passion/' 

Whiit I have said of the\ habits of seclusion 
amongst the lower orders of the fair sex, is in a 
much greatefr degree applicable to those in higher 
^e. Love is therefore in its origin seldom of any 
other kind than that which the sight of the indi- 
vidual has inspired, and rarely the effect of a 
growmg halHt, firomf free communication; The 
cases of the latter nature happen only amongst 
relations^ such as cousins, uncles and nieces, aunts 
and nephews, &c. for hone of these degrees of re- 
lationship are held in Portugal as objections to an 
intermarriage, provided the money exacted for a 
papal dispensation can be afforded by the parties. 
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As love at first sight is most general^ it is astot 
nishing to what excesses it will carry individuals, 
who have never exchanged any thing but glances* 
It is right, however, to observe, that the Portu* 
guese have been in this respect, as if designedly, 
repaid by nature for. the inconveniences which the 
extreme watchfulness of parents entails upon lovers; 
no people being so remarkably gifted with the exn 
pressive language of the eyes.^ No sooner does a 
&ther discover in any way that his daughter's af- 
fections are rivetted on some object, than, if he 
disapproves of the alliance, he puts her forthwith 
inta a Recolhimento *. But if the lover's inten- 
tions be strictly honorable, the rank pf the parties 
equal, and that any objection on the part of the 
parenta appears only a matter of caprice, then 
there is a law which, if had recourse to in tirne^ 
(that is, before the. father confines the lady in a 
Recolhimento) is highly favorable to. the lovers. 
The swain has only to make an application to. a 
certain tribunal, describing how the matter stands, 
and declaring that his object is marriage. The 
officers of justice then go with due solemnity to 

* Recolhimento: — a place of religious seclusion. Indivi-^ 
duals forced into a Recolhimento, or entering voluntarily, do 
not, as a matter of course, take the veil. There is, however^ 
a body of regular nuns belonging to every house of the kind. 
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<2ie lady's house^ and demanding her of bar fatyr 
(who dares not resbt the law) convey her to the 
house of some parent or respectable fnend> there 
to remam unmolested until the necessary arrange- 
ments shall be made for her union with her &r 
Tored lover. This is what the Portuguese term 
f ^ estar em depozito/' to be in deposit. In this 
rituation, tha yoimg lady may receive the visits 
both of her father and lover^ provided it be in the 
presence of other persons. But visits from the 
parents are rare occurrences^ as they most fre- 
quently^ when these extremities have been resorted 
to^ utterly discard their children : although pater* 
nal affection, here, as in every other country, {»ro- 
duces in nine cases out of ten a ifinal reconciliation. 
In eases however where the father has tak&i 
time by the forelock, it is difficult to sumM»nst 
the obstacles by which he is enabled to carry 
his point And if an elopement has been perpe* 
trated or even attempted^ the law then is so much 
in favor of parental authority, that its rigour to- 
wards the lovers is extreme. About the year 
1811 or 12, two persons of a civil department of 
the British army fell in love with two sisters, the 
daughters of a nian, in whom much authority was 
vested, near Villa franca. As the stores, with 
which these persons were entrusted, were in part 
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• 

magazined in a spacious gtoond fiooor of the bufld* 
ing inhabited by the ladies, they contrived with 
lovers* ingenuity to Aiake an aperture in the ceil-' 
ing for their more easy communication. Unfortu-^ 
Irately, however, the suspicions of the father were 
eisdted; and he broke upon their sweet converse 
<me evenii^. Oile of the gentlemen was skilful 
enough to get clear oflf with the object of his af- 
fections ; and sailing immediately for England he 
thus eluded the fate which awaited his companion* 
The latter had not proceeded far on his flight be- 
iinre he was overtaken; his lady was wrested from 
Mm, and thrown mto a convent; and he himself 
Was confined in the fimoeiro, or common jail, 
from whence he was by particular ^avor transfi^-^ 
^fei smne time a^erwards ta the castle of S. George. 
Numberless were the intercessions made to induce 
the! father to relent> but aU were fruitless. It is 
sidd that our ambassador interceded in ^be young 
man^s favor' to obtain his release ; but that the fa- 
ther^ fearing it would be effected, declared that he 
would appeal to the general Cortes of the nation 
to prevent it : — so determmed was he to glut his 
revenge to the utmost limits of the law. At the 
end of six or seven years, this obdurate Mid vin- 
dfctive wretch died, and the charm being dispelled, 
the gentlepian obtained his release. 

o2 
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Tfaestreet equipoiebt of femalea of &€$ lower 
orders^ called by them ^' Capa e lenfo/* is so very 
becomings that in the winter season it is not jJOk* 
frequently adopted by young ladies ; and as the 
weather is seldom sufficiently cold to render fires 
necessary, the only expedient which they adopt 
for keei»ng themselves warm is that of wearing, 
the ^ capote in doors. All classes of women are 
therefore provided with this article of dress^ whfr* 
ther they wear it in public or not. 

Whenever a young Jady is indisposed^, you see Jber 
with her capote on ; and they who are habitually in 
bad. health seldom go without it. In fact this 
doak is a covering for all things : with it wrapped 
round them they might be en cbemise withoutjte^ 
being discemable ; and in spite of the Argus. like 
jHrecautions of vigilant parents, many a little &ux 
pa9 Js Qommitted> the consequences of which, arc? 
yeiled;from observation by the happy invmitipiiof 
the capote, the lady protestii^, (and with reason) 
that she is indisiposed, until the critical moment is. 
passed. 

I have in former pages endeavoured toill^^|;rate 
my. subject by some anecdote or other in support 
of my assertions. I shall therefore do the same 
in the present case. A lady, an acquaintmce of 
mine, residing on a first floor, observed that a 
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yoiing lady who^ with her par^nts^ inhabited the 
i^econd floor of the same house^ had been for seve- 
ral months complainings sometimes^of one iailmeht^ 
sometimes of another ; and. was/ it is needless to 
say, wrapped lip constantly in her capote* After 
a certain lapse of time, she came down stairs to 
myfriend ; and throwing her arms rouiid her neck; 
sobbed out a confession of her real situation/ im- 
ploring her aids as she imagined that the period 
long dreaded was at length arrived, 
i My friend embarrassed how to act, buf yielding 
at last' to compassion for the unhappy girl> sent 
up a request to her paarents that their daughter 
^ght be allowed to remain with her for a day or 
itwo in order to assist her in some preparations of 
linen &c. for charitable uBes, which she feared shQ 
should: not otherwise be able to fiiiish in time. 
Tias was immediately granted. : A sage woman 
vfbfs i^ent for^ and ^ carrotty headed little fellow 
sooa made his appearance: when the mother e;x* 
dauAed^ '' Oh how like his father! that tall red 
headed Irinh friar my confessor." 
. The pioor bantling was deposited at Ihe Roda 
(fdundliiig hdspittd) and the young lady soon aftejr 
left off her capote, and resumed her dress^ as a 
** Senhoira de Corpo :" an expression, by the way, 
which correspojids with our term of lady, and 
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which is equiv^ytent in rmik to thi^ in %te -other; 
sex, of ** homein de graviato lavada.*' 
, TJhe Roda, above alluded Id, is tlie wigur 
name for an estabUshment palkd ** Hcspitai dm 
Emgeitados"' t)r Fouhdling Hospital. But tfa^ 
Roda is strictfy speaking a «p6ci)ra itf tuni-^lKNiti 
similar to those fixed in the grated 9 nuimerj^ 
for receiving ariides io and 'fro. To the fi»u]id«* 
fing hospital, al-e bip^ght dl the frftits of ilficit 
amours, and silently depo^d in the Rods* l%e 
rpoepta^Ie ihiis humanely pnmded has, in some 
measia^, the effiset of checicing in&ntibide; ab* 
though I have tnyseU^ at three s^efral times m 
Portugal, seen dead iii&nts lying on dimgfailH 
ivhere tfai^ h$d a^^^enfly bemx concealed mA 
had l)een scrate}^ <)Ut by do^ 

One of these instances t)ceoiri% bt a drad 
Itngle bppoi^te to my own l^oulie, I had asi oppor- 
tunity of witnessing every thing connected wiA 
it. A parcel of children were playing on Ite 
heap of rubUsh, and acddentally uncoveried At 
body of a new bom dhild, which had die appear 
ance of having been very recently seei^d there. 
Borne of the neighbouts remembered having, at a 
late hour on the preceding evening, 4$een a man 
and woman in capotes apparently busted with 
somettiing which lay <m the ground* The dnid 
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wan allowed to remaiu on tlie same spot until tho 
arrival of some offieeis of justice ; aiid who Iiav4 
hag: csQuie to the number cf ihree, turned o^vr :tiie 
c]01d ivith their foBt to ascertain if there vfldie any 
marks of vioknce. 

They then comnutted th^ observations to 
paper» had a hole dug on the ^ot by a man vrfao 
acocM^dl^ed tliem, and had the body thrown 
into it : x3to other kind of burial bdng permitted 
to a being,. on whom it y»us not likely that axqt 
monk hed ever described the emblem of salvation. 
For it is a firm iaxtide of be&f among tihie Ronkan 
Cat}i9li/(^> ihat a child who di^s before baptist 
parishes like a dog, without a sool; and even j£he 
nKMst etnl^^ened anaoi^g these people imagme Hat 
the child who thus dies goes into Limboi, a plaee 
of l^ir own creation. 

Ab I becatne acquainted with another cireum^ 
staneej of a naiture fiiiioilar to ^at which I hare 
above related^ regarding the opnveoi^ioe of ca« 
potes^ I shall mention it before I am led into aiiy 
farther digressions. A Portuguese gentleman^ 
Ktqmiaatg €me night to Lisbon from Sacavem^ 
heard^ as he Was passing near a vineyard^ iiie 
jnpans of a female in apparent su£fisriilg. He im- 
mediately proceeded to the spot^ where he found 
a young and apparently lovely female in laboui^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



200 A STORY FROM PORTUGUESE UFB. 

who implbred his assistance^ which he unhesitat^ 
ingly afforded to the best of his power. She 
afterwards conjured lum by every thing that was 
sacred to carry the ' new born to the Roda in &o 
city. To this he also consented. THe darkness 
of the nighty and the care which she had taken to 
conceal her features in the best way possible, pre* 
vented his being able to recognize her positively. 

But his curiosity however was so much exdted, 
that he followed her at a convenient distance xin- 
perceived, and saw her enter a gentleman's quinta 
not hx off. He concluded therefiore that ihe was 
the daughter of the house ; and he was not mis* 
taken. The interest which she had excited, in 
him was so intense^ — ^for his nation are notfasti^- 
o» in these matters, — that for a long time lie 
made that road his favorite ride, in order to enjoy 
die happiness of seeing her at her window^ She 
had not the most distant idea that he was the 
person who had rendered her so essential a ser^ 
vice ; and she therefore concluded that no being 
was acquainted with the shame to which, as it 
afterwards appeared, the villainy of her confessor 
had exposed her. 

The gentleman's addresses were therefore fa- 
vourably received, and she was soon afi;erwards 
united to him. About a twelvemonth after their 
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marriage^ she was about to present him with the 
first pledge of their love ; and every anxious pre- 
paration was made for the event. But her caprices 
were so many and so great that they out-ran 
the tenderest solicitude ; and after having in vain 
endeavoured to satisfy every strange fancy and 
whim with all the devotion which the most indul- 
gent of husbands could evince, he was at last pro- 
voked beyond patience to exclaim that *' she had 
been much less scrupulous when he assisted her 
in the vineyard." This indiscreet and unlucky 
sarcasm at so critical a moment had a fatal effect: 
• — it threw her into violent convulsions under 
which she expired, leaving him long to lament the 
imprudence and rash irritation of a moment. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



SOME PORTUGUESE CUSTOMS. 

At tlie accouchement of Portuguese Women, it iff 
usujal for the persons who are present to be telling 
their beads all the time; whikt some of them 
make promises of various oflPerings to the different 
saints, if they will grant a happy delivery to the 
lady. I was in the house of a firiend of mine, a 
Portuguese field officer, who had married his 
young niece, by virtue of fifty moidores given to 
the usurer of the triple crown. His lady was at 
the moment of my arrival ** en couche;'* and 
Iny friend received me in the drawing room, which 
communicated with her bed room or alcove by a 
glass door. He was in great distress of mind, 
having in vain made every kind of promise to 
Nossa Senhora to procure a happy moment for his 
beloved" wife. 

The situation of this lady was becoming every 
instant more critical, and the doctor entered the 
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parlour shaking his head with looks foreboding 
danger, when an old nurse of the family came for- 
ward and said to the colonel, *' Wherefore should 
we despond ? Have we not next door to us the 
convent of S. Francisco de Paula ? Is it not well 
averred that the truss of that saint is of the most 
precious efficacy in cases like this ? Send for it, 
and I promise you that all wfll go welt.*^' 

A Portuguese young gentleman who was with 
me did not wait to hear the end of this discourse ; 
but set off at the first hint to the convent next 
door, and in a few moments returned with a friar 
bringing with him with due solemnity St. Francis's 
greasy truss, which being laid upon the bed so 
that the lady could see and touch it> she was soou 
after safely delivered. Such was the virtue in the 
^uss, or the powers of the imagination operating, 
aa in prince Hohenlohe's easy mirades ; or such 
were the operatipna of nature, whicjh would have 
been the same if no truss Had been procured. 
This success seemed to excite no sensation of sur- 
prise in my iGriend, or in any one else who was pre- 
sent, it being looked upon as a matter of course. 

The Portuguese females are exceedingly pro- 
lific ; and the numl)er of children in a family is 
usually as great as in our clergymen's domestic 
circles. I knew a lady of quality (the viscountess 
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of R* * S* *) who had, for her diare^ brought into 
the world no less than thhrty-four children ui per*- 
fect health. In families not. noble, the division of 
property on the death of the parents is equal. 
But, with the fidaigos^ the case is much the same 
as in our own country, where ^raperty is entailed^ 
The eldest son, called the margado^ inherits the 
whole ; and alt the others are d^iegiident on him. 
The nature of the Portuguese renders this less 
hard and more supportable than among u&; for 
HO pe<^le are so distingtibhed for firatemal afiec^ 
tioa as they are« Indeed, they dberish to perfec* 
tion every feeling connected with consanguinity^ ' 
A war of socti long duration as the last, and 
the consequent contact with strangers whose ma3ir» 
xwrs and customs are sl^ different, has naturally 
been productive of considerable diange in the Por* 
tuguese customs, and perhaps not much to their 
advantage. But in the old fanulies who adhere 
pertmaciously to ancient usage, and who are deno^ 
ninated even by themselves ^^ pes de boi," bullock's 
feet, fircmi their slow movements even towards im- 
provement, when sons or daughters of any age 
come into a room, however full of cc»npany it may 
be, they walk up in the first place to their father 
and. mother, and kiieeling down receive their bles- 
sing ; after which they hasten to salute the com- 
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p&oiy, who, tax fixnn looking upon, them as fod** 
ishly old-fashioned, highly approve of this demon-* 
stration of filial piety* 

The Portuguese observe many little ctistomsi 
trifling in themselves, but calculated to promote 
a tendency to devotion, and a* continual feeling oi 
gratitude to the Supreme Being. For instance, 
in the morning early, just as day begins to peep^ 
the bells toll three distinct strokes, vrhich in the 
t^nvents are a summons to matins ; and labourers 
on their way to their occupations invariably unr 
cover themselves at this signal (called by them 
'' as Trindades"), make the sign of the cross upon 
their breasts, and then pour forth a brief but ear- 
nest prayer* At midday, the same signal is given; 
and people of all classes in the streets uncover 
themselves, make the sign of the cross, and pray* 
The same custom is observed also at smiseti when 
thanksgivings are offered up for preservatioa 
during the day : this latter knell is termed the 
Ave Marias. However interesting the conversar 
tion in which they may have been engaged, it i$ 
immediately suspended at this invitation to prayer. 

The Portuguese have another custom, the non- 
observance of which, in other countries, carries 
almost with it an appearance of neglect and ,un- 
kindness to a person who has long resided with 



Digitized by 



Google 



, mESStNG ON SNEEZING. 'i 6D9 

thfe Portuguese :— at least i have sometimes beeA 

^foolish enough to feel it so. I m^n the ney^>- 

failing salute elicited by a sneeze. If you chan<^ 

;to siieeze in the jstr^t, whilst pasang .severaLpei:- 

sons deeply engaged in conversation, you cWiU-6b^ 

ierve them all move their .hats to you, acconipiany- 

ing this civiKty mth ** Dominus tecum." ; In a 

room &11 of company, if one person sneezes, aS 

the rest make him a profound inclination, and jcx'- 

-dlaim as above ; or else *' Viva meii Senhor, or minha 

senhora f or not unfrequently to a lady, *' Horejfc 

minha Senhgranestepeito.'' "Prosper fair lidy in 

tMs breast ;'* or " Reverdece minha SefihorflL"' : 

This last is very pretty in Portuguese, but its 
translation into English is impossible vnthoUt 
losing its beauty; and rendered literally it h 
perhaps any thing but a complim^t, as it would 
imply that: the lady is old*-~'^Grow. gi^een again 
my ^hora/* 

I happened to te One day i^ the college of nd- 
feles, at the time when the studies in mat)iemados 
were going on. There were, I suppose, about 
eighty students present, and the professor hap- 
pening to sneeze^ all these gentlemen rose up 
and bowed to him with respectful ^^ vivas.'* ^ If, 
however, the ^sneeze immediately follows a pinch 
of snuff, a difference is made, as no compliment is 

p 
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thsA required ; and to pfevent it^ ctlie snt^f^r 
exclaams, after his first sneeze, ■' Na6 &9a cased, 
he rape."—*' Take no notice of it^ it is snuflf f after 
wUcb he might saeeze his hoie^ off wilSiont bdng 
saluted. 

It is also cnstomarir in IV>rtugaese ccmifmirjr^ if 
a lady iises for any purpose, that all the genilemeh 
rise also, and do not resume their seats untfl she 
^oes; tUsisaliH) observed towards superiors,. er^ 
:iii the best sodeties* In, the levee roeias M3£:nrair 
nister, whenever a gentleman, comes into it» all 
jbhose who happen to bi^. there already rise mid sa- 
lutef\him, wHah he returns, begging tibem to r^ 
st^me their seats ; but when the rank: of tibe person 
who enters is that of a general c^er, it were in 
vaiA to expept. others to sit down, until he sftne- 
tions. thdi]^ doing so by. taking a seat hiiiiself. 
Hece nbo if, in the heat of argttfnent,/oiie of the 
latter personages should in the couifte of bis^ ges- 
tiiQUlatiions tx^6 tli0 movement of i^ismg, the whole 
coo^panyjt as i^puljiod bjf a string, start up Mk^ 
.wisOi • ^''' -■' , 

These are refine^n^ts of politeness unk^iown 
inour dmate ; but to balance their abs^Eice we 
,tetve as proportionate a share of cjeataliness and 
decency, qualities which in some respects are al- 
Jtogether unknown in Lisbon. What would an 
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£%liBh gmtlemast say if his ccmpany indiilgdi 
tloanselves ia expedscxrating all over Im^ oajrpet ; 
yet tjbis isr nevertheless the case in Portn^ues^ 
aoc^ty^ as every sQul who has frequented it in 
Lisbon must have observed wiiK disgust. The 
iflobrs; as may be imagined^ hear testinuxiy c^ tlus 
filthy habit. 

r Tiie habit x)f gsesttkrulating: is also eomB^u to 
(die Bprtugui^Mi, and the most triiial .fifubgecta of 
;9>nva»akioa are always acqo]x^)iiHu^:wttli'art»iis 
^('ihefhesd^ body/ and extrenuties^ so that stiatt* 
gerp on their landing in Lisbon eondude iiE(med|'' 
^tely thal^ t}iey are amongst a mry passi^aiB fmd 
quttirdsomepeople* :TfaePortugu0^3]:^oDemadc^ 
able Iflrewisefor talking exoeedipgly loii3^v:and:aIl 
jo£ them 9i the juune time/ with ah epgftrnass Ju^ 
j^t)^ any thuig knowni in other doiintnes^^ 

Ma|>Qlebn tn fak Russian campaign had .four or 
five regiments 49f Portuguese^ wh^ had been &bq^ 
frotn ihek CGontry % die Freneh ^rmy^c TUese^ 
^ttk the charAet^STiBtie oouragie ;of i^QCtugiieae 
^tvooful, were always am(Higst the iiu^t jettscticm 
.and .bravest of his aarmy ; but finueh was idieir b»W^ 
4>f vQei£»atb^ loudly^ i^hat therpiaee of Hmt bir 
^oqac was^ways to be traaed bjf ihe s^tund of 
^hmt voices at ^any:mil0fi^ dutexMse* Of ilm I 
-have been assured ib^ some nf the />4Siws:Qf(ib0^ 
-.: ''::r ■ ft ■ ■ '.:.:: 
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sift -BEGGARS. / 

corps/ Who declared tliat^ from the distftni^eftf m 
league iii chrcutnference round die' Portugoese 
camp^ they could always find their way «io it, were 
the weather in the least fine» by inarching upon 
the' sound of the voices^ even vwheninany. thou- 
sands of soldiers of oihisr nations were biyouadbed 
in the neighbourhood* 

The Portuguese are exceedii^Iy charitable in a 
innall way. In thd course of the day ihey give to 
:a number of .beggars ; the gift seldom exceeding^ 
-a five Jreis bit, which is rather less than *a haU^ 
penny. 1 if, however, they are not indined torgire 
anything, 4heir manner is exceedingly^ hiixnaoe 
towards the petitioner, and'calctdated to reccmcile 
him tdus^ disappointment, as' they move their 
hatsisaying, ^'Beos ofi^vorece irmadzbho.-' ^'<Tbd 
favour you my brother/ npon which the bcggrar 
replies, ^* Seja pelo amor de Deos."' ^' Be it for 
the love nf God,"' and continues his .way* 
, These/ beggars ara sometimes insolent as well 
as in other countries, and ungrateful .^tlsa I re- 
member giving a trifle to one of those who ane 
always seen at a particular corner of the street, 
exhibiting some wound, sore, or ddK>rmity, and 
making a most lamentable appeal to the compas*- 
4sion of passengers* On receiving my donation he 
put on a very thankful look, saying, '^ Nossa S^a- 
hora pagara,** " Our Lady will repay you ;" but 
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. FORMS OP SALUTATION, U3 

1 bad hajrdly gone tt^o'steps^ when winkiqg to his 
neighbour he added ** not V 

In Pori;ugid people inyannbly salute each otb^ 
if they meet beyond the limits of the city^howey^ 
unacqumnted they may happen to be; and fo- 
reigners are easily recognized in the conni^ by 
their non-observance of this civil custom^ the omis** 
sion of which is regarded as a proof of ill breeds 
ing. Ladies fitting at the windows of their qumtas 
in the country are invariably saluted by every one 
who happens to pass. The peasants always ac- 
company this civility by the benediction ^^ Giiarde 
Deos a vossa merce." ** God preserve you, or 
haxe you in his holy keeping.'* / . 

This last phrase is also the termination of all 
official letters^ the last word varying accor^g to 
the rank of the persoii who is addressed ; and the 
liddition of " muitos annos** (many years) is very 
frequently made* The superscriptions of letters 
are also v^ much in this style ; for instatace, a 
son writing to his. father, who maybe a magistrate 
in a country town, would direct his letter thus : 

lUustrissimo Senhor Manoel Maria Fulano de tal 
muito meo Senhor e Pai 

* , ' digniflsimoJuizde ForadaT31a.de Borba 

a queln D*: Gde muitos annos 
deste seu obed^ filho ^ Bobba 

subd*^* e venerador • 

Jose Maria das Bolas. 
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414 FORMlfe 01? AliDRBSSf ON LfiWERS. 

There U a iet dfle to tte t)egimiSng of i ht^^ 
whieh is seldom or ever ddphrtecl trow^ exo^litig^ 
k be ift an dfficM one. It runs thiib; 

iif^'Sen'ilanoelde'lSduza ' , - 

. . meqain®- esesf- 

GfltimMf^i q' esta iieh&ra a y .S^ d^fra 

piflrfeita aaude em oomptehfo dulfi"" S^ D- F^& 

nliWtojtn*' S"- a cujas p}aj(ii«s ^bcdo^iQ. ^.. . 

; The'^fifei^ traod&tibn of whieh k 

' 8f6stni*Sewr.MLdfeS. . 

{ faopef that ibis may find your Senhbria m Hie 
rajoymentf of perfect health la H^ rcompeny. of die 
most HI*. S**. Donna Fiafia^ very much my S^., to 
jtvhwe^i^^* I prbtest obisdience. &c, 
' In isipeaiong of b deceased father^ ja Porti^ese 
will tlwayi move his hat and add in. a (mrenthesis 
*^ ^e De€^ haja** wh6m God keep. Ill speaking 
of Hie ^gp a siBsrlar mark of reispect is sheim 
thus *' **** Sua MagBstede (a quern Deoa 
giyirde)** "*♦♦* His msgesty (whom God pre- 
serve)'' BBd the hefid is at the same time uneiovered. 
If a Portuguese is under punishment^ or' in any 
way so ciircumstanced as to be compelled to make 
an earnest supplication, he always says, ^^ Seja 

* (Plant as, pedestals.) 
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£0I9DK£SS OF THE WOMEN FOR LAPDOOS, &c 215 

pda^ aEmas de sea pio: e de $ua thai, seja pdas 
cbieo chagas de Chrifito^ Seidior nosso'' '^ Be it for 
the soul's si&e of your fatfaer^nd mother, b$ it for 
the fere wounds 4>f Christ our Lord." 

I^en the Portuguese aieet in the street a per^^ 
soni^^'lhm aequaintanee wkcmi they have not 
3&BR for some time^ they invariably throw tiheit 
arms round him imd Mft h|m off the ground, de^ 
f^hatDg how rejoieed they are to see l^m, and pro<^ 
testing that he has grown fat^ although habeas 
lean as a lizard. 

. Portuguese females of all ranks have a decided 
partiality for lapdogs, mmkeys^ and parrots ; of 
the latter of which great numbers are brought 
from the coasts of Africa and America by their 
traders, and their education is usually begun by 
the sailors during the passage. Some teach them 
imjnroper language ; but the most common words, 
and those which are heard repeated by every par- 
rot, are '* Papagaio real, para Portugal, quem 
passa? he el rei q' vai a ca^a" followed by a 
screech : the signification, if it has any, being 
'* Royal parrot^ for Portugal, who passes ? 'tis the 
king who's going a hunting." In this nonsense 
there assuredly appears nothing either droll or 
witty. 

The Portuguese are not very delicate in their 
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216 CROSSNESS OF THE PORTUGUESE IN CONTERSATIOK. 

mode of describing any indisposition witE wfaidr 
tbey may have been froubIed» I recollect beap^g^ 
a. laf gentleman^ in a room full of the hest coiib- 
pany> excuse himself to the xnistr^ of the house for 
not having' been able to come sooner to payliis 
tefi|)ects» as he had been for many weeks mueh. 
troubled with heinohrroids. I thought I should 
have dropped off my chair with inclination ta 
laugh ; but perceiving that no such effect was visi-* 
Ue on the rest'of the company^ I composed mjrself 
to hear the lady's answer which was to enquir& 
* whether they were internal or extemaT — and 
this with a naivete which was quite amusing^ 
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PORTUGUESE AMUSEMENTS. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



PORTUGUESE AMUSEMENTS, 



Jk thft ^t^DHig sodeties of ^ Ibdalgo^^ the chief 
.<^iniii8eniei>t is gambli&gy which they carry to th^ 
jb^hest .{»tck Their games are principaJDiy Rondt^ 
and Loto^ both of which are so well known that I 
'AsSl merely say ei them that th^ ate pJis^ed to 
exce&s amongst the fidalgos and those noh idii^ 
jsensj wbose purse is their pasi^>ort into ordes 
wh^re thc^ are otherwise deckled as cmh 
^EbimexB. In the soii^6s of the genleel qlassefl^ 
^music a»d danc^ are the usi;ial amuse^nts. 
The former is chiefly vocals accxHnpanied by the 
^mtar> or else the piano^ the harp not beiqg 
:mv^hinuse« 

The airs simg are Italian or Poartugiiese ; bi^ 
th^y woi^d dp best to ccmfine the^ii^lves to. their 
modkAaS;i:whiph are really beaudM and mtt^cma). 
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220 THE GUITAR. 

rather than attempt to sing in a language whkfa, 
with their pronunciation^ becomes the most dis- 
gusting of all sounds* Nothing can be more of- 
fensive to the ear than the Portuguese pronuncia- 
tion of any other tongue than their own. Even 
the Spanish, which in point of fact has so great a 
resemblance with the£rs^ wheii spoken by them 
loses all its majesty. There are Spanish words 
which no Portuguese could ever articulate rightly : 
the word ^^muchacha/* a girl, for instance, they 
braiot pronounce otherwise than mushasha :— 
^ doihiright ti^ason towa^rds a language, which 
CharlecL V. used to say was fit to be spoken to the 
gods.- 

< iThe musicf whii^ the Portuguese play, on their 
^mbe Btrung guitar, consists prh\cipally of waltsses^^ 
daiidun]S,a!id the accoinpaniments of their fnodin^ 
^las^ The waltsses are chiefly of their own compo- 
sition, and are generidly very pretty, and strongly 
4inged with the national languishing expression. 
The landums are more particularly Portuguese 
'&Bn any other music. Their guitar seems made 
for this sort of music. To be well played it is 
^necessary that there should be two^ instruments^ 
one of which plays merely the motivo or themisi, 
.wMch is a^beautiful and^imple species of mrpeg^o. 
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Vede gal's modinba 
"Cruel matdade" 




Subo 4D$ moQtes 
Deseo . aos vales 
L» me perseg>ae 
Ld me ^ai ter 
Milhor Hie fora^ 
Antii tnorrer J ^^^ 



Tenho perdido 
A doce esperanca 
De \er mndanca 
No" mea pad'cor 
Milhor me fora) 



Antes morrer 



3 



Bis 



Meiimo dormindo 
For entre sonhos 
Casos medonhos 
Me vem trazer 
Milhor me fora' 
Antes morrer 



'JBIs 
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CtiARAC*BR OP^TflEfliiODIKHA; " "■ . i&t 

1^!^^ the other improi^isoes the mcxst dd%htftil 
4airs4ipon it. In these^ fall scope is given laflid 
most musiciil and richest imagination posi^ble; 
^d they aire occasionallj aiceomjpanied by the 
voice; in F^ich case it is usual for the words idso 
to be improvisoed, \. ./ : 

This kind of music is always of an amorous^ 
iiflieian(dic3y'Tmture ; to sucK a degree indeed, fhat 
1 have seien it.drawlears^^ on many occasions from 
those hearers^ whose hearts were at all tender^ or 
who found in the word^ of the musician jsonfielhing 
analogous with their own situation* It is. custo** 
mary ihat, in an improvisoed modinha, strictly 
speakings the words as well as the music 3houU 
hegin with a motivo, to Which all the jrest shall 
have reference. To give' a better idea of miy 
meaning, I have given a modinha of the famous 
.Vidigal on the opposite page. . ' ' ; 

.There ipos a time; when. this inan, c6uld' ham 
made a considerable fortune, so great ww' hit 
iai&nt, and 50 much was he sought after by the 
best company ; 1)ut unfortunately, although m 
excellent natural bard, his talents were cour 
£ned to music exclusively, and, as if to balance 
his extraordinary share of this gift,, he was to- 
tally ^ destitute ^of that most necessary of all 
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9m BOKTSHPQ^ T8B PORTUGUESE MOZART. 

^liafities^ (dmmon s^i8a To ivbitorer comi^d^ 
he might be asked^ professkmally, if the most 
{Nrofoimd sileneie did not prevail in tbetoom^ tf 
enjr <ni6 even brea&ed too budfy^ hh baimony 
wonld become disonrd; and ri^g in « yifrient 
pasdon^ he would quit the company, after calfing 
Ihem a&fanites; 

: On one occanon^ a kdy who waa tronbled wsA 
a severe oougfa, and who to enjoy the pleasure of 
fistening to his improvisoeSy had been suppressing 
ft even to her great pain^ at length bhrst forthi 
when Sen'. YidigaU althoiigh he must have been 
awaire of the cause, rose in a paasion,! ^nd beating 
the guitar to atoms on the back of his dhimr, left 
the room, muttering maledictions on her interrupt* 
tion. Such singular behaviour natnraUy led to 
his exclusion from good oompai^; and he was 
at length obliged to Hve by getting iq> concerts 
aecasionally, which wae usuaQy: very well at- 
tended* ; 

The Portuguese piano musie is chiefly that cf 
Bontempo, the Mozart of Portugal* Ahhough 
many (pinions are aitertained as to his composir 
tions, his powers of execution are indisputably 
very great. Marcos Antomo Portugallo has 
composed some very £ne pieces, amongst w^ch 
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THE GAME W FORPfSITS. Sfg 

hid. sinfoniaB of n rilonid ^ Xeiw («n&:ll 
msscte de Mithiidate stand yetj U^ mi^^di^ 
weU plftyeid by a good oicli^i^a^ hwa ia yetffyi$ 

%flM- : ; ; 

In many societies^ parficukrly in fhs pEo^dmJeflSi 
tte Englisli cocmtiy danceir arevstiU in ii|ie:t a^^ 
tliocigh as in our own conntey^ ibey are gxitdiuin} 
discarded ta make room licnr the mote.dtc^^t; 9nd 
less: &t%u]ng quadiilfe. Minncts ;tm itiU wmk 
in iMe, particularly lyitfc antiqimted ihettta: ai<d 
beatax^ TfliD are always aradoud to tAnsfir hioyi.w^^ 
more giBce^ were die solann pac^ oftheir ibnc^ 
than the litnelier motions of qcqr day&. The garotte 
generally Mows tiie minuei. In (Sk fironti^ 
towns nio$t of the young people learn of tfaar Spa»- 
iiisb neighbours the Ix^rp, but they have a^ 
:d0wnnght an ineompatibiEty for perfbnning: it 
properly^ as they have finr speaking Spaiwh. Tl^ 
£<uctugiiesie in tact, ta appear to advanligic^, mH^ 
confine themselves to tibtoir own language^: modc^ 
diances^aiid peculiar manners^ 

The game of foffdts is viery donmsn^ in aoeietie^ 
:of ypung persons (the parents being^ pcdidQEt) and 
4his is usually preceded % solutions of ^etaagmas 
:&c. One ei these I thonght so naKf that^ I cannot 
Jbelp recording xL It was 1his> ^^ Branbo l&, g«^ 
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*2S4 THE CARNIVAL. 

Imha ^ poem*?— ^ingike ** WIute:it is, Tflie hM 
lays it/* imd tlus pomaded exceedingly a young jpw 
tlem^a (of no great vivacity to be sure) to w^mi 
it was proposed and who solved it at last bf . ^' a 
pidr of wliite^pantaloohs.'* 

The tifne of year when amusements are moist 
frequent is that of the Intrudo or €aniival, whidi 
iaitts for about a fortnight before the o6mmenoe« 
iomt of Lent In the h%her dasses of society 
there is, 6a £bese oixasioiis, much gaiety/ daneingp^ 
ibd playing at loundgames ; but with the exc^lm 
of a few masks who chaince to appeajr JuthecQurtiQ 
of the soiree, nothing particular diatihgiushes it a$ 
% season jof carnival. These masks are more cal^ 
tsulated to create glbpm than to e;8;k;ite gaiety ; fi^r 
they stall; awkwardly into the room without evai 
an attempt, however wretched, to support the 
<^haracter which they have assumed; and if any 
4^hildren be present they are isui^ to get puHed^to 
pieces ; for ejuldren it. amst ba observed, instead 
of being sent early and wholesomely to bed as in 
England, are on ihe contrary initiated into com- 
pany at the most tender age> are. taught to puni 
at bank^ to play at rondo, to enter into every eoor 
versation, and to do in every respect as full grown 
{)eople. The xonsequ^ice is thai both girls and 
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BRUTAL ArND UNMEAICTNa JKSTS OF THE RABBLE. ittH 

toys have the most wissen and worn oUt, palei 
meagjre^ vigiI4ike aspects imaginable. 
' Jn cdie middling dasses^ the frolics of the iztmf 
^tbI consist in throwing hair powder ahd water iii 
jjE^ach others' faces^ and over their dothes; and 
pdting the passengers in the streets^ with oranges> 
lemons, eggs, and many other missiles^ ]3eside3 
throwing buckets of water on them. Ladies are 
not infrequently seen hiding behind a balcony or 
window shutter with a huge syringe in their 
hands, watching the approach of a gentleman, 
who may be coming along the street, in order to 
squirt ite contents into his eyes. Many, instead 
of using the latter projectile, provide themselves 
with small bottles made of India rubbpr, havin^.an 
ivory pipe at the end, which, when the bottle is 
squeezed, projects the water contained in it, to a 
great distance. 

Amongst the rabble there is no low beastly 
contrivance left untried in order to vex and plague 
eaqh other ; and this is what they consider as ad- 
mirable sport. A blackguard boy will : be seen 
with a long hdlow cane in his hand, filled with 
hair powder, walking behind some poor peasant 
woman with a basket of fruit on her head, then 
tapping her on the shoulder with one end of the 
cane to. make her look round, and applying his 

Q 
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M9 WASTE OV OBAMOB&. : 

^ufib to the other, he Uovs ite eoBtiant^iittohii 
face and eyes, giving her a most sepulcfapil. lodk 
whidi orcites the men^iment pf erery ixufeibut 
herself*. Other fellows have a stiiflfed gl4ve 
ioaieared over with grease and chinmey black, si 
tike end of a long stick, with which they tickle ihe 
ears of passengers who, if they happen to look 
round, receive from it aslap in the fistce* 

A circumstance which happ^is to almost evesry 
person who dares to walk the streets on the three 
last days of the intrudo, is having a long <mi.pap» 
tdil hooked on to his dress behind, which is no 
tooner done than a cry of *' rabo levrf^— -«^^' he has 
a tail" is set up on all sides and will follow hifii 
every where, until he becomes aware of the cause 
ofit 

• Anpiher common trick is to cut out of a piece 
of old hat the figure of an ass with very long ears^ 
which being rubbed over with wluting »id slap- 
ped upon a man's back, leaves a good and di»* 
tinct asamne impressiim, and never fails to excite a 
hearty laugh at the expense of the bearer. 

At S« Ubes, properly caUed Setubal, <be quaU'- 
tity of oranges scattered about the streets on these 
occasions by being thrown at people, would suffice 
at least, I am convinced, to load five or six vessels 
of two/lmndred tons burthen. None but eye« 
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^tim dtiyou? £»iii m ih« bmtel numiwt afabt^ 

MW £in*9m U ii)fldifr€idi JMidilife wklte of Pfatia* 
|[a^ I majr «i£^ Ba3s>|irdseBAa diiriil^ dto^fe. thieii 

Ibedfacing. ^ ^ 

On Ash Wedneiday; a fiudden ttdlblticHi tak» 
j^Me finmi escesidye iicence^ ib ^usjiasih aa* easH 
^omTO: aiid fi6in]}r6. People, witihi black dressfg 
iiid peidfttnt doT^cost Ibcks^ kra seen: pniwliiig; 
about from one chiprdita another aii^idisttlief^^ 
mehts of llie eve^s deBaiwh^ iidth heap^ of tt^Meb 
ibs streets are oovered^ tlim es^hibiting a Kam of 
BBHigled fidlly fmd bigi^try. But Bdfoise 1 digv^si 
&om the subject a£ Portuguese amps^ttients, I 
iausH speak of ooe which fomu^rly stoQ^ v^ f^o^ 
mm^nt, and whidv 40^^^'^^^^ * Msasat^ disused 
dosing the war^ has beea of late tevrred siiic^ thi 
XQfeuiQa of his vinsg^y froni Rio de J^irp::-^f 
mean the Toiros c»! bull fights. Thes]^ generally 
took place at the eelebration of thb ife9st of some 
saint in the Tidinity of Lisbon. Nossa Senhora 
do BaamehrQ> oa the side of the Tagus &mpediately 
c^posite tbe city, is always hon(»ed mth a sgi^ 
tade of tins niituie on Ihe day of her aniiiverBav|0 
'. J!jm\i)r three days beforjeUand^ a hamher of 

Q 2 
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328 ACCOUNT OF A BEMAaKABLE ONE. 

persons crass the Tagus to get ifie fiesiaeemimnP 
dations which the village can iiffi>rd> and to snfvey 
the biiilding of the circus and other preparatory 
arrangements; The bull fights at this plaee used 
fomteriy to be very weU attended, as the royal 
princes ahnost always honored them vndi' their 
presence; and some have even been koKiwn to 
enter the lists agunst the bulk. Much dexterity 
and a Mr proportion of courage were necessary 
qualifications for a bull-fighter of the olden time ; 
but now a days the chief merit seetns to conisbt 
in tormenting the poor animal, and giving him lis 
little chance as possible of being able to retaliate. 
Their manner of plaguing him consists in throw- 
ing darts at hilm; and these being stuck in his 
flesh and provided mih. a store of squibs and 
crackers, ignited by means of a fusee which iis set 
fire to previous to throwing the' dart, the poS:^: 
beast is so tortured that he b incapable of fdObw- 
ing up his enemies methodically, so that they are 
more easily enabled to avoid him. 

A bull fight took place at the feast of N. S. de 
Barrdro in 1792, the denouement of which made 
it a subject of conversation for some tima A 
negro having, for the first time in his life, witnessed 
one a few days before, undertook to tire out the 
most ferocious bull provious to killing him : the 
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TH5 .CHAMPION A NEGJEIO. . ?29 

pm^moteoyeK ^^dgiog during the whole combat 
that his sole weapon should be a poignard^ to be 
iised qidy at Hm conclusion of the fight. The 
proposal wa9 univers^y derided; and the chal* 
knger . was only aUowed to try his skilly from l3ie 
pleasure which the spectators^ promised themselves 
at the sight of a negro mauled to death in single 
combat with an epfuriated bull. ^ 

On the day appointed^ the black man entered 
the ar^a^ and bowed to the ppeetators^ who re- 
turned his salute with bisses and exeprations. The 
bull was then turned in^ and the negro attracted 
his attention by clapping his hands and bellowing 
m imitation of him. Nothing farther was neces- 
sary to put the animal into a fory, and occasion 
hdm to make several charges at the negrp^ which 
were dexfeously avoided^ and therefore only served 
to aygment his rage. After th\is amusing thq 
spectatprs for B, short time^ the black prepared 
for naore serious business, and receiving the bull's 
duirge full .ctn his chest, twisting his arms at the 
same time.'lc^Und the horns, he turned head over 
heels, . and in the twinkling of an eye was seated 
on the back of the animal, who gallopped and 
pljimged in the most desperate manner. The pub- 
lic feefing, which at fii^st had been so much against 
the negi^Si now changed suddenly in his favor; 
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tod orfes'of ^'yka o nigra'* rent t^ stir 6H M 



c The ImU at bng^tfa bed(d^ 
IM prottiited^ ibftby M^ wetti heof d 16 cfjf 
^haat^,^ fl!t whieh %i^ dr^w Uk p^gftaa^, dUd at 
Me blow'fdOed Ms aUt^fililt to the gf«^d ^ 
leti^dff Mb ba^k^ Th«it did fiid Pdfto]^6 
nobility, with the gdfi^rdlHy itnd^i'^&si6n Whi<ft 
i&s^gfBodti&i tiiem ft^ ^A^ time, shower tiidAey 
doWA into the arenll t6 fec6mpdtts^ the valotat^ 
the negro, few hiUhg observed to throw In less Him 
^ single gold piece, atid miany whole hand!i]II& 
; i%e negro rettiidnecl Dboktog* at the bull, and 
appe^rcsd unconscious df w&atWaii piBts^g aiourid 
Mm. He had on^ h^f^ resfxrig (m bhei ^ Jftie 
hbrtts cf W tsSlQh antdgonis^, Vfb^n the latler^ 
whom eveiry i>ne had ^ug)it dead, iniide a sudden 
lund taat sp^g, Vlddb/ as H aimounb«d his tMHi 
end> cauied also that Of the gallaftt Mgt6| whosd 
tery htixtt was pierced thitough by the hoin whi^ 
he had just been contempliat^g as /4iaiiEi)(d^fii mA 
dep^Ted of iti power of dooig miiM^tfef. 
- A C«fflish ta^or who happ^dd t6 be preaea^ 
trod wiHi thd glory gained by the tiegr^ afid 
fearless of his mela^t^holjr end, «flferfed to ikM tite 
natives on the ^ext day wi^ a specld^le eJF a-nah 
tinreenfirdlyhdyd. He proposed'iraiiiqifiiAin^ ^ 
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A cmxaAU leAuoK and a bull, t 331 

btdl kk' m 'maiiner imiil^tlien iialiieard pf> ahd wai 
therdfinre indulged m his wish to ^diibit He 
entered the areDA provided with a couple nf plaii-> 
tars dp some glutinotid stuff, of ahoi^ it foot id 
diameter, wd being informed that the bull wa0 
about to appe^, he laid himself down on his badt 
immediatdly opposite the entrance, drawing has 
knees up to his chin ; he placed the plaisters ottd 
ell each foot, with the glutinous side outwards. 

In this atitiiide he proposed awaiting ihe ap- 
proach of the enemy, concluding that the latter 
would of course mdlce directly at him, and lliat 
he wnuld th^ be enabled to execute his project 
et applying the two plaisters with his feet tci th<d 
buDV eyes, who, deprived of tibmr use^ wotdd fall 
an easy victim to Mippkh ingenuity. It would 
be impossiUe to describe the roaring, lauglungi; 
and llie cracking of jokes; which shook the whole 
building while this son of the scissors wto " es 
gOfde** awaiting his antagonist, wbo at last rnnde 
his appearance, and seemg so toiusual a right atf 
that wUch was presented to him, Seem^ unde^ 
dded f(^ some moments what line of conduct to 
pursue. At last walking deliberately up to tte 
tailor, he absdhitely seemed i/b have gidlMed \m 
larade, aad some assert that he laughed as heartily 
u any of the spectators; but at length annoyed at 
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2dt BUERICADOS; OR DONKEY tJiWtWL 

the. aiidacity of Hie hero' (who l^ the bjre ktteW 
bof now wUeh way to tiim^ as the hall dSSSt^ iMftfc 
stand fai &oot of hith) Ke tumbled hhn bvar widt 
fa£3 .imout^ and Hpt tatnii^ Uba over and over; 
tilU hehig hear the Spikes of ^ ardia^ he j^tched 
Um in ^mon^ the spectators. A faHurk socii 
al{ this would have entailed great inconrenknce 
upon th6 individual^ had' it hot been product 
tive of so much amusement ; and snip got well 
c^^th a few bhick' bumps about his body and 
the loss of his plaisterlf. 

* Butrioados/or donkey rides^ are favorite diver- 
sipns with all classes of Pbrtugueiie at Lisbon^ al*^ 
tlikiugh I never could find out thirt they were pro- 
difctive oi any feal anlu&^taient. A party bang 
niade up; it is agreed thait the ride shaH either be 
on this or on that side of the river. In either 
case some provide: a part of the eatables^ whilst 
pthars undertake to defray the ies|>ences of sallad; 
breads and wine^. the latter articles being idWays 
more <Jonyeniently procured at the places [proposed 
to be visited^ than transported to them ih Bb warm 
a' (dimate. Orders are then sent to the burro* 
B^n to prepare a hufnber of these beaj^ts, and to 
Kave them ready at sueh a bougie at a q^iiaitt 
hour^ those intended for ladies, to be provided 
with a gffcdeirinli^ (chfdr) strapped on over the 



Digitized by 



Google 



BUERICADOS, OR DONKEY PARTIES. 233 

albarde or pack-saddle. The latter are usually 
covered trith ^ther scarlet or green doth^ and, if 
sat upon sideways, are a very comfortable seat, 
but astride they are far from being so, owing to 
their great breadth across, and the consequent 
distention of the rider's legs. Every burro pro- 
prietor has some little ragged boys, whom he em- 
ploys to accompany and never lose sight of his 
animals. 

The gentlemen of these parties generidly en- 
deavour to' create a laugh at each other's expence 
in order to amuse the ladies; this they do by 
tickling the donkeys under the tail, and making 
them plunge and throw their riders. When par- 
ties of burrinhos are made up for this side of the 
river, they seldom go beyond Lumiar or Loures. 
The former is the usual haunt, as the beautiful 
gardens (quinta) of the marquis of Angeja are 
situated there, and permission is freely granted by 
that nobleman to. the public to amuse themselves 
cm his grounds. This it must be confessed to his 
credit, is carried to an extent somewhat different 
from the selfish argus-like vigilance which even 
scares away the looks, as much as the footstepsf, 
of indiscreet intruders on private grounds in our 
land of liberty. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



PORTUGUESE FUNERALS. 



PROCESSION OP THE HOST TO A DYIKG FERSOKT -— 
JOIKED BT ALL PASSEKOEKS — INTRUSION OP THE RAB* 
BLE INTO THE CHAMBER OP THE DYING — BENEPICENT 
RESULTS EXPECTED PROM THIS — BODIES LAID IN STATE 
— CEREMONY OP INTERMENT — PUNERAL SERVICE — 
CH AUNT OP THE DE PROPUNDIS-*-ITS IMPRESSIVE CHA- 
RACTER -^ INTERMENT OP THE POORER CLASSES — RE* 
VOLTJNG USAGE-^ PERNICIOUS CUSTOM OP BURYING IN 
CHURCHES IN SO HOT A CLIMATE PUNERAL INVITA- 
TION BODIES OP THE POOR EXPOSED TO COLLECT ALMS . 

POB THEIR PUNERAL EXPENCES — CUPIDITY OP THE 
PRIESTS— OPPICE OP THE BROTHERHOOD OP THE MISB- 
RICORDIA — CONTEMPT OP THE PORTUGUESE RABBLE POR 
BURIAL BY CHARITY. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



PORTUGUESE FUNERALS. 

When ahy one in Portugal is so ill tha^t his life ii^ 
con»del-ed in danger^ notic<^ is sent ltd the curate 
of the pari^h^ who repair^ inune^iately to the sick 
person with the holy sacrament which tlie Portur- 
gaese call Nosso Pai (bur Father) owing to thieir 
conviction of th^ real preseifce of God in tlie cot^ 
seerated wafer. Notice beiiig likewise given tto^ 
thie sexton or sacristan^ he rings one of the church 
bells ui a particular manner^ which beii^ healtd 
all over the parish^ those of the brotherhood who 
can possibly quit their occupations^ repair forth*- 
with to the vestry room to meet the icuratie. 

Here the latter puts dh his robes of white da* 
mask^ embroidered witii gold> or eke ornamented 
with gold lace and fringe, and takes in his hand 
the holy chalice containing a consecrated wafer ; 
over which is thrown a silk napkin having on it at 
cross of gold and bound round with gold fringe. 
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238 PROCESSION OF THE HOST TO A SitiNO PERSON. 

The men of llie brotiierbood put on their red 
cloaks ; and each provides himself with that which 
it falls to his lot to carry. 

A bellman marches in fronts rin|;ing occasionally 
to announce* iihe approach of the sacrament. At 
the head of the procession is a silver-cross bearer^ 
supported on either side by lanthom bearers; be- 
hind these comes the cushion and 1)ook bearer ; 
then some of the brotherhood^ carrying long wax 
Upeip, 0i4iM>m&tim« lanthomiik; when Amnii 
19 high; ne^ » ^ pri^VaiNsivMwIi ib flbDAnok 
gown v^ wltfte lace/ 1^ a slepyeli^sd sjpmtegr^ 
carrying 1^6 lee^s^rj, wliich he CQutittu^ swiognig 
backwards an4 fprwards^ tp ptr«ve&t tb^ ^(K^^fimii 
g<»^g out I ^mA taat of nil ^m^ tfa« prie9t'hii»> 
fffff^ 9MtmA under :a:cwopy of wWte dmmdi 
md gold fringe, vWti is ^iw ft* tfee wd trf p<to 
by sif or^bt of 1^9 Irmwdadd lA f^ <^^ 
. As it is a mwrk of d^vQ^ to ^fioi^so^p^j Nodto 
^ i^ tibese visitations, j^^Kbefss of persons^ fplbii 
the proj^ipm, vi»dfej:atipg Av^s Mmm *0r» f^if 
agre^bl^ tune. At tbe appearrace of tbci saqgrar 
moni^ ^ oairiag^s «nd h/»TpH9B ftap; tb^ fMm 
dismouxt and knoel a» th^ pfoc^^ion fm&^ ihtitii 
a^d #x4pepting tb^ noise m^d^ by ^ )^i9St 
«h«(imting fo^lowersy 41 de{^ silence r^^i)fr.tl^«ii^^ 
(mt tlie slwetr ;T1^9 i^j^ft^^^r^grwui: fwr* 
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come dtti:of tiifiir domi^ aild Iknai^ in Ae rtrertp 
whilst the mmatesr ef ihe upp^ stories prottrsto; 
diemselTes in the windows and balconies. When 
Ite sacrament goes dut at imghAj, all the iiiiadlBte 
ants who ha][^MBn to hare a fight in the faousie ilhH 
nnnaite their windows as a maik of devotbn* 
. When the procession amres st the iadi perton^ 
doot^ the canopy and lanthom^ are rested agmisft 
tiie wall, and ev^ one goes into the room, net 
itxceptbig eisen the rabble who, nKve^but^of isaanuH 
^Nyifaan derotibn, hare followed the host^ .Foe 
$uch is>the£r incontestible 4ght ; and thna mt tine 
aofferings of Ihe dy!ngeiposedto.thega» of an 
nncompassionalang mob. It is true that the Por^ 
tu^ese see this^ in a very Afferent point of view 
Iromthat which we t^ke, wivsn we attach ideas at 
decency to dying peaceably and quietly^ Th^. 
dediici isery Bdvantageoas eonsequenpes fcom a 
numarow coUeetion of persons round the sick 
bed ; as they conclude ibat, hoi?eyer scanty t\i0 
prayers of each may be, every littie^aids ; and nd 
one is ^refore exdlttded. . :.r 

The holy wafer being administered and in cases 
beydnd recovery the santos olios (holy pils) be|ngi 
appfied, the patient has then a right tQ&uahlua 
oare^ without farther molestatiosu During. the 
whde off the time tiiet the host is:(»]i cm tiiesa 
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eiaaaAB,:AehSik ofltlw chmeh iram siUdi it ia- 
wed omtiiiiie iingii^ until its nturau , 

. Hortugime &aktais Are jdiflEbiently ooniiiHctodl 
aemcAiBg to die ,w€«ltii:.of : the finniiy of the de- 
emsedy or io the sum which Jhejr nay be disposied 
to £sbii]Be for the intenDaent. As sooa » the 
htodh is jout of the hody, if it he .ihot ^jELmSi$ij 
man^ he Is ioroiiably dressed in foil um&nii^ mik 
8M>rd> sariit andevcsry trappixigxQnaf>l^:;,if,.a 
erin]]8ii^.he is .dressed in the habit.aod,epwl of 
soine otder fdixLorks,^ with.a d|sei{diiie rowad the 
wust, and (sometimes) a rosary in }m dLibped 
hands^ or else a Jittle.crosB. Jf.aiady^ she: is not 
imfreqt^ntly dressed in a nun!s hahit, .or dbe jn :a 
white^habit like a shroud, .every, where ad<mied 
with :artifidal .fiowcgs, tinsel^jibbandSi gsuee^iand 



. The body thtis .equipped is laxd.out in slate in 
a i»om^hung round .with black cloth,.cov)^ed with 
reprefientetionscrf.sciflls^th^ bones, and tears. 
At the h^ and ifeet, are i>laced church candle- 
sticks with wax candles .in them ; and near the 
body is a little silver, or pewter bowl contajiiiing 
holy wat^, which .visitors q[)riiikle with the^mgn 
of the^orbss on the body by^meansof a little Inrush 
which islying in the bowl for the purpose. After 
slKiwing Ihis mark of respect, the visitors proceed 
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GESfiMONY OF IKTBRMENT. ^41 

to the room where the family, seated hfitearfill 
.sorrow, receive their visit of condolence. AH tfcis 
time the rabble of the neighbourhood are going 
up and down the stairs to see the body, it being 
customary not to prevent their doing so. 

At the hour of the night appointed for the ffr- 
lieral, the community of monks, bespoken for the 
occasion, are Keard as they come along th^ street 
chaunting mournfully. Each monk bears a lighted 
taper ; and nothing canbe m(»fe dismid and melan- 
choly than the sensations which their appearance 
creates. They continue to mutter their cantuxad 
(foneral ^ge) as they ascend the staircase ; and 
the^soimd of their feet and voice annoiincefii to the 
looted relatives of the deceased that his remain^ 
aare about to quit them for ever. An overwhelm- 
ing gush of sorrow ensues, in which the assistants 
are o£ten m6re inclined to join than tp o£fer conso- 
iatidns that iKould be even impertinent at such a 
moment. The body is then {daced iti a gay co^ 
loured co£Em> ornamented with angels' heads and 
ot^r devices, together with innumerable white or 
y;eU6w headed nails. 

The Portuguese coffin, is not of the same shape 
as ours, nor adapted to the human form by being 
made smaller at the head and feet than at the 
shoulders : it is of equal breadth in all its length, 

R 
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942 CSAUHT OF THB DB PROFDHDIS. 

;alkd is protided with a lock^andk^y^ b0Hde».ltei]% 
fined on the inflide mth sooie gajwAoux^ i^BL 
It is left open oa its way frbm the house to tte 
chiorchj so that pe<^ £tom their Win^wsi have^a 
fiill view, of it By ihei hdp of llie tDrchc»^4it8Ef 
1fiQflk$ rdtite some Latin prayers aUtiie utAyl . 

B^re the afriyal of the body in the. cbarch, 
there ^ been preyiously pcepared i]r;the soiddte 
of the aisle ai sort of stand covered over with a 
eoisltly pall^ on which the coffin is placed with hqgfe 
candUesticks anranged synnnetrically around it. 
The monks place themselves in two lines one our" 
eaeh side of the coffin ; and the offidatang priert 
in his most costly garmoite (if paid ptopurtioiH 
ably) is stationed at Uie feet or head of the lioiy, 
accordiitg tis the different parts of the Selrncemay 
requite^ with one or two censer bearers. In one 
part of the serviiie he takes holylwater^ which is 
handed to him in a little silver machiniB with luAss 
hi it^ and sprinkles it cruciaUy as he walks round 
the body^ bending th^ kne^ whenever he passes i& 
front of any altar. He also takes the incense aad 
goes through the ceremony, of purifying the hbdf 
with it on all sides ; after which he pr&ys, anil\|||^ 
monks chaunt the responses* 

N6thing can be more impresidve than 
Proftmdis^ chaunted by a numerous commuiiilgp4f 
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moBib : Ikek fiiU and deep to&edvmoesbuiig^ 
withthQ|nxd(mged and swelling notes olthe oxgm^ 
and the ivhgjb s^diemn cadence pealir^. ^I^ilg Jibft 
vanltad oTK^of and long dmwn aisle« TWcohoenj* 
Ixetod blaze pf %]rt;faUing od the peciUiar figm^efsi 
aiih/d mbni^ and tb^ ixtDumfitl pcanp dl: iiha a$^ 
seniUage^ thfi place> the iiccasion, therceremoiljr^ 
att conspire to oferpofwen the n^dr Wik- im^ 
stricken and saddeoied feehnga The isettice bmng 
cflded^ the pxiasts and mcrnks disperse and dif^ 
appear; none l^en iremain but the frieiids pf the 
f^eeeased^ who have been invited tp. the infelment^ 
and who during the service have esach hdd ^ lighted 
w^ tiojxhi These mourners generally remaiii to 
^tn^sst the '* earthing Up? of the grave;: aftei 
havkig^ given their torches to the j^risfcan vfbn 
'^stiagiiidbes them^ ' 

A large flag-stone undel; which Jbsindreds hfiW 
been buried is lifted up^ and soine preo^ng te^ 
nant is ^i^dged to make room fbr a fresh one^ 
The old bones, are removed to the .bone-houses 
Tfa^ coffin IS laid alongside of 13^ gra^re ; the 
sexton fiMs it tvith quick Hnxe; and thei^ sbuttfaig 
it^ he gives tfael^ey in the nearest relat^ present^ 
or to such of the friend^ of the . famfly as may have 
been named to recma it 

r2 
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244 PBRNICIOUS CUStOM Of BURTIKO IK CHURCHES. 

Such id the mode of interment of persons of 
gentility not noble:— the only diflference, in the 
funerals of very rich or noble persons^ consists in 
the body being conveyed in a carriage to the 
churchy and being escorted by many torches, ber 
sides having a greater traiii of monks to chaunt 
the De Profundis. The burial of the poor is^ as 
may be imagined^ attended with none of ihe above 
pomp : they are thrown without coffin into a 
grave, when a basket full jof lime is cast over 
them ; and then to accelerate their decomposition 
or consumption, the sexton — ^such is the revolting 
custom — maules them with a pick axe. 

In Lisbon, owing to the heat of the weatiier, it 
is found nepessary to inter the dead oa the even- 
ing of the day on which they die. This custom 
has been attended with some fearful consequencesi 
as persons who have only been apparentiy dead, 
have often been buried alive. I recoBeet the cirr 
cumstance of an in&nt being buried in the cdme? 
try of N. S. da Lapa, who on being struck on the 
head with a pick-axe emitted a dreadful cry; it 
was how€!ver too late, this blow having terminated 
its suflferings. A few churches have, after the 
manner of N. S. da Lapa's, a covered cemetry $ul« 
joming the church, thus obviating the necessity of 
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coritinually adding td the putrid miasma> with 
which the churches are generally "filled.' The 
greatest number of them however have no such 
convemence ; and the general feeling amongst the 
Portuguese is against it. They prefer the idea of 
being buried in the body of tbe church ; and to 
attain this object for tteir own remauis, are will- 
ing to endure a pestilential odour all their lives. 

The invitations to the funeral are of course sent 
round as expeditiously as possible, immediately 
oh the person's death : tliey are usually of the fol- 
lowing tenor* 




^' Dbti Parte a V : — '— q' foi Deos servido levar da 
' vida preitente O Iir\ Setf . Fulano de tal meo mar 
' rido e Setf . q* devendo ser sepultado hoje 18 do 
^ Ccwrrente pelas 8 horas da noite ; rago a VS* queira 
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246 BODIES OP THE POOH EXPOSED TO COLLECT ALMS, 

^* honrlir de sua preseni^ estes ObBequies, na Pre* 
^'guezia dos Martyres au Lopetto, 

' « A O m^. Sen^ Joaquim Jose 

&c. Sic. &c, ■ ' (S2gnsLture«) 

** I heg leaVe to inform ycfur Senhoiia that God 
^' has been pleased to take from the present Kfe (my 
^^ husband^ father, or brother) whose remains w3l 

^ be interred in thie church of—— parish of" 

*^ at- o'clock at night I therefore req\iert that 

^* you will honor these obsequies with yourpre^. 
** senee. God preserve your Senhoria," — Date, &e. 

When an individual dies of sheer poverty, and 
leaves nothing convertible into su0icient money to 
satisfy the cupidity of his priest^^ he remains un- 
buried until the neighbours, being fairly stunk out, 
make a collection amongst themselves to have him 
taken awa^r. Mmy are seen laid out just in the 
state in which they died, with an earthen bowl 
upon iheir bodies, to receive the ahns of the pe(H 
pie who may chance to pass the way. The same 
is observed towards those, who being drownedj^ 
happen to float on shore : they are dragged to 
the nearest church door, close to Which there is 
generally a l«rge stone slab of Ax feet iiy tibrecj, 
having at its head a cross also of stone inlaM in 
the wall. On this dab the bodies wmwi, witU 
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CUPIDrrY OP THE PRIESTS. 247 

the money thrown into the cup be sii$dent to 
pay the priest 

. At Ike door of er ery church 'or tdiaj^, ax^ in 
masiy other |Jaoes about each parish, aote fixed 
aiin^boxps ; and it is usually .^mderstood fiiat Hie 
mosiey coltedted in than shall not pidy he Applied 
£ar theosayk^ d massesr foa- the ^oiOs cf the de^ 
ceased, hut also tox ceUef in cases of real and e&> 
tseme distress It is, howe^r, I very much fear, 
like all other mopdies whidi happen to &11 ioto tiie 
dUit<9ies of the Ronndi priests, appUed to their 
own private iOnds* 

' I recollect a/podr fidUow tvho was a segeant ml 
in&nt^y.disring the campaigns, but who bemg 
oper anxious to get his c&charge from the service, 
and thinking to do better as a civilian, at lengtib 
pbtakiedit ; and th^, like many qtheb, was soon 
^t a loss ior employmimt, and pkmged into the 
deepest distress; He Imd jau^i!«ttiizBr.a wife, sister, 
and -moliier, to support. 0ndpr these trying dr- 
immstances, gdb g£ his old ol&cers .made sfnft to 
&id him ^oiiidoyment as hk as^iwuensis ; but tiie 
army b^g much in arrears, and the serfeant b&- 
mg persuaded that his <^cer was but iH able to 
contimiesuch assistance, he absented himself under 
•simie pretext for several days. 

The officer sait at last his servant to enquire 
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«48 CONTEMPT OP THE PORTUGUESE RABBLE 

after hhn, when he was found lying in the middle 
of a room totally destitute of furniture^ and neaiiy 
exhausted from sheer want> and his wife; mother^ 
and sister, in situations yery' similar, weeing over 
lum. Assistance was immediately given ; but the 
servant, thinking very prop^ly that the curate cf 
tiiie parish n%ht and ought to contribute in some 
degree to relieve these persons, addressed him on 
the subject. The Levite answered that it was no . 
hmness of his. Notwithstanding every e&fft to 
recover the seijeant, he died of inanition. A se- 
cond application was sent to the curate for the 
purpose of getting him buried. This the priest 
refused to do, until he received the money before* 
hand from the above mentioned officer, as pay^ 
. ment for his trouble. 

Among the poorer orders of the people^ nothing 
is so much dreaded as the circumstance of being 
buried by the misericordta*' . This happens when 
the f»mly are only able to muster up sufficient 
money to' pay the priest, who, .instead of accom- 
panying, the body, goes dhrectly to the cfemetry 
aiid awaits its arrival ; and then contents himself 
with mumbling a few words over it as it is thrown 
in, without a coffin, and often in the. same dress 
in which it died. As the misericordia men pass 
through the streets with the bier on their shoul- 
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FOR BURIAL BY CHABITT. 249 

ders, covered over with a piece of coarse black 
cloth> the lower orders of the people hoot and cry 
after it ^^ miao, miao gatos pingados/ the mean- 
ing of which it would be difiBcult to render in Eng- 
Ibh ; it will however suffice to know that the imi- 
tation of the voice of a cat implies contempt of the 
mode of burial ; although in nine cases out of ten 
it is precisely that which awaits the criers them*- 
selves. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE PORTUGUESE ARMY, &c. 



A FOETUGUESE SOLDIER UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH 

—HUMANE TREATMENT OP THE CONDEMNED ITS ABUSE 

BY THE FRIARS — CEREMONIAL OF EXECUTIONS SCENE 

^ THE KIND SKETCHED ON THE GROUND PORTU- 
GUESE MILITIA — SOLDIERLIKE APPEARANCE OF THESE 

CORPS MILITARY PUNISHMENTS THE PRANXADA, OR 

BLOWS WITH THE FLAT OF THE SABRE — MILITARY SUR- 
GEONS — THEIR FORMER DEGRADATION LOW STATE OF 

THE SURGICAL AND MEDICAL ARTS IN PORTUGAL LAWS 

REGULATING THE PROFESSION INSTANCE OF CHIRUR- 

GICAL IGNORANCE EXCELLENT CHARACTERISTICS OF 

THE PORTUGUESE SOLDIER — RARENESS OF CRIME VI- 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE PORTUGUESE ARMY, Ac. 



Wben a Portuguese soldier is io suffer death hf 
die sentence of a court-martial, he is, immediately 
^|;er the confirmation of th^ sentence, conducted 
to the nearest ori^rio or chapel, for the purpose 
of there passing three days in the tompanyof a 
friar, whose duty it is to shrive him of his sins; 
and '^ smooth his path from earth |o heaven." He 
b howiever permitted during this period io 'glut 
himself, if puch be his tast^ With the choicest 
viands ;, and with these the captain of his com* 
pany is in duty bou)id to supply h|gu 

A custom so much in contradiction with the 
object proposed by seclusion in a plade intended 
for meditationi must have originated in' the glut** 
tony of the pri^t ; and it is usually at his mg* 
gestion that the unhappy ^Iprit makes requisi-^ 
tions in which his own appetite has no share. The 
truth of this is evident from the emaciated state' in 
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254 A MILITARY ElIECUTION 

which the prisoners are invariably found when 
brought out for execution^ and from the contrast 
there offered between their attenuated forms^ and 
the bloated rotunfity of their fenatieal and igno- 
rant consolers. 

At the expiration of 4ike time thus allotted to 
the crimiAal for rfdigmi? preporotiosi the troops 
(if in a fortified town) are usually paraded in the 
ditch; and at the hour appointed by the governor^ 
the laxAedyOfoi of ihe xnisericordim aecotioipaided 
Iry a ooDtani Qum&Qr of friarsy pmoeed tb the pn* 
scm dow: tQ j^eeesw 4^ culfdit* OI%e{)roeesalQii 
tib»|39B9ves £p(rw9Ed tathd ditdi m ^die Mlomi^ 
order. A detachment >Qff the4roop9 on 4^y; the 
boBiier of mercy with ks usuc^ supporters; 4 
Gcawd.0f :&iars» caaons or qu^rtwiarios da 9e§t 
Ae bier vmirijf the Isterment ai tli^ poor; and 
tiiena^ large crddfix turned backwards and eon- 
seqmenify ikcing the sufferer (padej^ente) who fej*- 
lows it closely^ ga^aQg upon ili and imploring its 
merc^,' hotding also a small crucifix in hifl^^(^ed 
haaidB, and supported by his ^hbstly com^rter or 
peii)Pps^ by two priests. The rear is closed by 
another detacKmeirt of troops, who arcfis^flowed 
by 9li the rabble, chaunting an inharmonious 
*^ miserejre.** 

The accompanying plate, whach was sketched 
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AS 'SKSTCHEIBD^ DNI TUB SfOt* 35S 

on lAe^und^ rqpvesento: liid execution cff a dek- 
setter from tiie juttfflety^ in die ditch o£ Ebras t 
and tiie dispositioii of the di&aisiitr groups l^ing 
oc^ii^ w^2l the gsasates^ utteaoitiaii td tnsili^.lhe 
readbr tnll thus see soffidesxtly what happens 
after the atrival. oef vdse' procesinoni m Ihe ditxli^ 
Tfad ardhuory oa liis occasion was. a decent hlolfr^ 
ing ybun^ maai (a me oectimnce) ^vhapaifibittied 
his. part in a manii^ highly cxeditidblevtor.hiscfeah 
ii^ stud calofflaited to iparetfae 8nffeB«ar Baany 
mbiaents of suspense* f^r he T«ry adroitly gam 
the signal^ evidently hefore it was expected^ and 
thiifl abbreii^iatfld. th^ pdoor. feUbw^a.a^iry* 

The trddps> wUdi are aBeen dcailmMi^ paia&d 
With the w^lcs, ass tbe imlitia of AJaai^ da £al; 
who wei?e doki^ garrison ^y at Elvaa; atidthe 
firoig painty wai^ l&ewise fdrmcdied by tibe s«tn^ 
eo^s. iThey were a very fin^ hody oiP meta, paiv 
tleolaily thdr first grena^t oeni|>anyi and ig^ an 
appearance highly tnifitaf y> no^^tanding iM 
e^cumstance of their being islcompletely olo&eid 
at that time^ as may he seen by the squad ordered 
for the firing diltjr, every lAan of whom was 
s^etch^ as correctly as possible dunng the e^o)*^ 
tations &c. of the priest. 

When the execution was over, the priestly part 
of the procession marched off, chauiiting the De 
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Profiibdis ; whaist tte body was-allowed io fie^ 
thep()s£ure in whidhtt fell until the whole ofihe 
troops had marched past it in open order and in 
slim fime^ to enable eveiry man to have a good 
nnew of the consefjiiences of desertion^' the band 
playing a solemn and patiietic anr. But iem 3o6n 
aa the. troops had filed throi:^ the postern^ they 
took ihe roule to their different casemates io the 
air of some popular and Kvely quick-step. Tbb 
corpse was pot into the bier> and then tranqx>rt6d 
iby the brotherhood of mercy to the place of in- 
lienn^t. 

Before I dismiss this subject of military punish- 
isientB, I must obsarve that the practocer of flog- 
ging Wi& the cat d'nine-taik is not in use in the 
P^KTtuguese army. That which stai^b in lieu of 
it i) the Pfafixaida or blbw Inth the flat (^ the 
sword; and this ifi considered less degradii^ than 
tli^ application oi any idstrum^t of 'punidmient> 
not military, to ihe back of a soldier. Forty of 
tia^Be blows i& the miAxinium iUowed to be uiflicted 
at atimCi according to the Regulamento of the 
€<mde liH Lippe> which has ev^r since^ las tune 
eontinued in vigour. Inconsiderable as this may 
appear, compared with the high sounding hun- 
dreds of iBj^es in use in our army, it is infinitely 
more severe ; and when the sentence is carried to 
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its tttmost exient, few are obflierved to recover en* 

lirely from its effects. 

' During the inflictidn of corpored piinisfateeht, 
a surgeon is in attendance^ as is the custom in'our 
anny. Thb class of men, before the organizaticm of 
thcf Portuguese army according to the British sys^ 
tern, w&te exccfedingly despised, and did not ra&k 
as officers. They were^ it is true^ hx most casat 
taken.firom the occupation of barbers, who:(at that 
time) united the practice of pUebotomy, the Kp^ 
plication of leeches, and tooth-drawing, with iHe' 
goodly arts of shaving and hairni^utlsng. They 
were, whilst in their shops, dignified with the tide 
of '* Senhor Doutor ;" but when removed into re* 
gunents they were not so much respected, arid 
tibere still exists in the Regutemento of the Conde 
LaLippe, a paragraph which enacts that ^ cap^ 
tains of companies shall not oblige the surgecHi to^ 
eutr each man's hair oftener than once a m<mth| 
Aor to shave him dtener than once a week.** 

The present race of Esculapians are so tender 
on the subject of these duties of their predecessors, 
that no fee will induce any one of them to per- 
form the office (^ ^'sacca molas,*" or tooth drawer, 
which is held by them in the most sovereign con- 
tempt. Bleeding having also belonged to the 
barber department, is but unwillingly performed 
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ewQ M tbe present moni«it> vtbm iheir dftratiott 
to respectability by a powexsfid and mse Jisttid 
^ngkt ham beea eispected to ha^B abolished such 
prejudices. 

Tbose w)io in dv3 lift eamRcSse the dfioe of sifr*^ 
geons, find whose studies hi^Te b^n confined to 
LUboh alone^ are mostly cs^cesavely ignorlumt. 
Aaaongit the {diyE&cians mo».knowledg<e is to be 
founds/ a&diey have mostly studied in France; 
mreffdieiless an English professional man is mviir 
riably preferred to thpol even by Ihe natives. Tb^ 
phyiucians axe termed Medio6s» ismd their i^ ar^ 
generally gre&t^ the Portuguese being proverbiai 
for th^eir liberality. There ii^ a law wlndh> for the 
pir^te^tiop <tf thjg suigeon and ^eiieiit, makes the 
fee «fth0 firmer three teBtoQi«3 per visit*. This is 
the greatest p^ymenl which litigajtiDn -e&a "pxor 
(Pfxfi; l&ut of cQurigg m Qtie giv^ «q little^, tihe 
'lowest fipe to a s^xg^ofi^ bf&g two cxm9Am urns, 
Wome» of the %>wn o«»ne* bo ooxapoBod ky hm 
to pay 9U)Fe thm two te^^onsn I fan not aware 
of ^ny l^w respoctmg the fee^ of phy^^^ns. 

An instance qf ignorance in a, Portuguese Ofi^ 
rator^ whii^ I witne$i/sed> strucl^ m3 » &re9ily 
that I must relate it. The pii^ent'i <»ise^ i»^as a 
severe and es^tensiye fracture of the sksill^ » part 
of which was fairly b^^n in. The youngest sUh 
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^eat in any other country would liave fcad r^ 
'Coms& to tlie trepan; butr tHis mail contented 
iii&ise&r wif^ criainmiQ^ the hole fcdl of fow, and 
saying ** Na6 he nadst^ na6 he iiada*"'--'^' It is nd- 
thing, it is nothing." 

Daring the late war^ courts mariial wenre seldom 
or eyi^ conrened/ but for the tAsi of deiertem: 
•mmbc^dination or eoWax'dice being altog^ker 
unheard of amongst 9oi<Hersy in Whom a high 
fedting of honor and the coolest brarery mem to 
4>e innate ^udlitids. To the^ charact^i^MiciSf the 
Pdftugues^ soldi€» ^^m the modt tiflequdtled 
«obriety^ fbttitude under thei im^fe^ pdivd^iofis, 
iand a utrong attachment to Md officers. 

The cases of desertion, to "vr Meh I hate ilboye 
alluded/ Were inrliriaily of recruits' Ct ra&er con*- 
scripts, who desert^ frotti the drUl^u^d within 
the first month afler eompul^i^ enlistment, and 
in whoisef rustic hearts the attaehnicM ta rural oe^ 
teii^afions pleaded moi^e forcibly than the bagiiette 
of ^a drill Serjeant. Older soldiars sddom t)^ 
nercfr Id^ ^ir corps ; and the same national feel- 
ing preT^tc^ a siiigle instance being on record of 
^ Portuguese soWBer passing over to the enemy. 
%rek the nnmber of recruits who, from exf rteme 
youfb, clo^rmsh ignorance, and atta<Ament t<) theii* 
^stdral or agricultural pursuits, were convicted rf 

s2 
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260 RELUCTANCE OF THE PEOPLE TO GIVE EVIDENCE. 

the above cnme, was comparatively very inctm^* 
d^rable^ when it is remembered that these were 
periods at which Portugid brought upwards of one 
-hundred 'thousand men into the. field, indudh^ 
her militia. ■ 

The promptitude with which the military kws 
! were carried into execution during the wto^ was 
strongly contrasted vrith the want of vigour^ ex- 
hibited by the civil jpow-er on every occasioD, 
wherein decided and wholesome measures would 
have been attended with the most beneficial rf- 
fects. Every assistance was'afforded* by the former 
to the latter imthority to enable it to cleanse tibe 
country of those swarms of asi^assins, who inlested 
not only her forests and high roads, but even the 
streets of the metropolis :—^birt witixout ejBfect. 

This glaring defect in the enforcemrent of the 
best possible code of laws, may in ^ measure be 
tiraoed to the miserable and inadequate stipend 
allotted to' those to whom thdur execution was 
entrusted. Being compelled to keep up a Stkjle 
of respectability, for which^ all legitimate means 
were absolutely withheld from them> they weie 
naturally exposed to the temptations of bribery. 
Join to this, the difficulty in Portugal of procuring 
evidence sufficient fwr conviction, even of the mo^ 
public and most atrocious crimes r while the fear 
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<^ .revenge operates on one hand^ and on the other 
the full persuasion that any testimony, .however 
false, is meritoriously given, if it have the design 
of saving 'a poor sinner from a painful and de- 
grading end. , 

. V This feeling, in the. lower oHers is carried to 
gueh a pifcch, that the natural exclamation of a 
Portuguese on seeing one man stab another in the 
street (or prick, him as they : simply term it) is 
*' poor fejlbw, he has had the misfortune to kill^a 
man." Every effort is naadeto screen the, assassioi 
from justice; whilst the dead or wounded man, 
far fi^m exciting pity, or reiceiving assistance, will 
][)e/i^unned carefully as a dangerous object; it be- 
ing one of the laws in thes6 cases to consider. a$ 
the murderer, and to. confine as. such, the firsit 
person who h^ been known to touch a dead Jbpdy* 
. , A law made by the late queen-mother, forbidding 
the execution of finales, did not a little ^contribute 
to swell. the annals of crime. An instance of this, 
and of the corrupjtion of those, to whom the subject 
ought naturally to look up for the protection of 
life and property, will be found in the following 
case which took place at Elvas in 1816, during 
;tny residence in that city. A gunner of the artil- 
lery, on his return home at night from labour, 
was seized upon |)y his wife and two dragoons of 
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262 CORftUPT ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAWS. 

the Sd regiment, her paramours, (whom die had 
concealed in the house), lashed to the tahle, and 
hied to death in the throat like a pig, after whkh 
he was thrown upon the dunghill of a house far** 
ther down the street. His two children, who 
were witnesses of the murder of their father, were 
tiireatened with similar treatment if thoy dai^ 
betray the secret. The sdidiers relired to their 
barracks ; but on the opening of the town gates 
next morning, they deserted into Spaing a thitig 
so easy to effect, that the most horrid crimes are 
on both sides of the frcmtier as frequent as the 
commonest occurrences of life* 

The wopian was seised and interrogated t but^ 
as may be supposed, denied any knowledge dP the 
fact The children however, repealed tl^ story 
with all its details ; and from their age their tes- 
timony was fidly admissable^ Tfadr diabolical 
mother wtis condemned to peipetmJ imprison-^ 
ment i but her beauty pleaded so much in her 
behatf, that, after being kept by the O — d*— r 
for some months> he finally gave har^in marriage 
to the gaoler. 

I went to the spot where the murder was conn 
mitted ; and much pains^ were taken by the by* 
standers to persuade me, against the evidence rf 
my own senses, that the blood whidh upon the 
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fiTst indsbn had spurted up agaJiist ilie opposite 
WaB^ hid trickled into the similitude of a '' Senhos 
erucifieado.'' 

Another insttfnde d£ fli^^raiit corruption in thd 
protectors of the law, was exhibited at Lisbdn in 
1 8jU». a gallego Was olisenned at early dawti: to 
place a heavy h6x upon oner of the ^tiays (Caes da 
Foarca) with the evident intention of precipitating 
it into the water 'y bat on perceiving that be was 
deen by some sol£er£(^ who had risen early as well 
M himsel;^ he adbaxulonedhis charge and ran avirayv 
The soldiers, imagining^ the box to xbntain con-' 
trsband gdods, eagerly opened it, and found, in*' 
i^ad of what they espeet^d, a tmrf pretty gbl of 
a^faout seventeen years of age with a rope round 
her neck,, with which she had evidently be^^ 
strangled. Her legs were sawed off at the iips^ 
a»d half s^vm through tber knees, for the greater 
&cilicfcy of padkifi^^ and she was entkely naked 
but wrapped up in. a clean sheet. 

I WW her remains myself and could not help 
admiring the beauty of her features, even changed 
aa they were by the cruel manner of hei^ death t 
and I weU rememb^ that her jet Mack hair onrled 
naturally aQ over her hea4« A sham exarch wasf 
instituted after her diaboUcal mwderers; bn« 
which, l&e every tl^g else of the kind, came to 
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nothing. But it was every where confideiifly as- 
serted that the authors of the crime were wdl 
known— -their names even were whispered — and 
that a hag of 'fiflfcy moidpreshad been quite ai^- 
dent to choke up the. fountain of justice. 

Many soldiers have assured me that the. duty 
upon which th^ .went with most rdbctance was 
^t of assisting the dvil power. It happened 
ahnost invariably that they succeeded in securing 
the objects, of their search ; who^ being soon bought 
off by their associates^ became the most inveterate 
enemies of their captors^ and sought every means 
of satiating their revenge upon them. A villain. of 
this description infested for a long time the road 
between Elvas and Badajos^ committing . every 
kind of atrocity^ and retiring for repose to the 
xnios of a. dismantled windmilL 

The lasi crin\e which he committed was the 
murder of a poor .widow of a fiumer^ virho lived in 
a sequestered cottage^ and winse grey mare this 
hero coveted in order to carry on his prafesdon 
on a more extensive scale.. Some relation of the 
^pman complained to the oorregpidor^ and pointed 
out the hiding place of the ruffian. The colonel 
pf a regiment of cavalry in garrison at Elvas was 
requested to furnish a detachment for the purpose 
9f securing him^ which was es^ecuted in a manneir 
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hi^y cieditable to the seijeant commnn jing the 
lit^te party. . . ^ 

. The tuffian was seized whilst dei^uig in the 
nun; his head resting on a pigndkin full of wine> 
his carbine by his side, as well as his good knife, 
and a bag of dollars; and the grey mare ivas tied 
up in a corner of tibe same .enclosure. . The parly 
boimd his hands behind him and drove Um brfore 
them to the garrison, notwithstanding his teni]^ 
ing offers to induce them to permit his escape ; 
and with the scrupulous exactnesis; which so 
strongly characterizes the Portuguese soldier, they 
deposdted every farthing of the money thu& found 
into the hands of the authorities. The fellpw was 
however soon after liberated; and the dragoon who 
xelated this &ct to me, haying belonged to the 
party, Wjas in daily apprehension of reaping the 
reward of his zeal and integrity from the revenge 
of the rufiian.. 

The ecclesiastics who surrounded the source of 
temporal power in Portugal, directed the stream 
at their will and pleasure, to the sacrifice of justice 
and of every barrier which had. been erected for 
the protection of life and property. In 1800 a 
dissolute young man, residing in the Rua dos Ca? 
pellistas, murdered (mider circumstances of the 
greatest brutality) {he author of his being, who 
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luid refitted to fsuiikb Um ivkb the meRa&of^lnM 
tifying his taste for debajichery. A friend o£ ndMv 
of the jegioBmi^oi Vieora Teltes^ woi dvdeired to 
attend the exscittioh witk Us cxmipany cm 

his vtBL^ to thd i^dt, a m^aienget. met Mn aa^ 
ikounoixig the prmce'sr patdon of ihe oSs/^r^ . it 
aftpeared ihat a persoa iizlei^sted is pceserviiii^ 
Ibr life of the pat;ricide had fbulid the me^Ussr df 
btiyiiig (nd diffic«dt. matter) the ktervefi£ba^o£di0 
anurt con&isdr^ who persuaded the sov^rdgc^ that 
he ought to forgbe, if he hoped hinsscdf fds pardoB 
boreofiber* 

As. I had ctrigiaaQy d^ned Ijxis ohapiec to 
Boiiitary dubjects^ a £eW words relatm to the 
eosAns cf. ki%hthood in Portugal may \uiA bsi 
dtogether irrekvant; particularly as er^y pdr^ 
aon; who has ndxed la Borti^gp^iese company .most; 
hamr met with bahdreds^ of individiials^ sa ^Btaocdd^ 
over with crachats and crosses^ as ta present the 
^ppsarance of ambulatory jewelkrs exhil&ing 
tbrar stofsk ii^ trade* To know theorigin of 4ii68d 
bo%es^ofdistincti<»i nmynot, therefore^ be aft;^ 
gether wiidioat interests 

. The oldest military and rdigio«is ^der nofr itf 
existence in Portiig4 ffi^ that cf Avi^ fvhicbd^ 
riMs its name fnxn a town nx the piovince el 
Alemtejo^ and was institoted by king AMS^sso 
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Heiiriqties in 1147, on his beating the Moovtf at 
Eto» in that year« The decoration of the knighfal 
Is a esosB fleurs-de-lis vert; a«d that of libGr ctnn^ 
mandofs is the same in the centre of a starot 
«achat» The grand crosses wear besides the siari 
a cross i^>on an eidwged scate, pendant fircon « 
broad green wavy ribbon round the neck* 

This order was embodied with that of Cak^ 
trava m Spain in 1213 ; bat has sabsequently be^ 
come independent of it. Officers who have served 
twenty years without blemish are eligible fi» 
ki»gbthood ; but the Ingher degrees are bestowed 
on generals and other great men# This of afi th^ 
fM orders has best preserved its respectabifity^ 
there being no instance of its degradaticsir Sw 
Benedict is the patron ; and when spoken of it Is 
called the order of S. Bento de Aviz* None but 
Catholics can become members. 

The next in rank and in seniority is the order 
of Saint Jago da Espada. D^una, L of Portugal 
mstitutod it, and endowed it with privilegtes^ 
which' have since akoost totaUy disa{^ared. Hie 
institntictti of thb oider was owing ta the king'i^ 
attributing to S. Jago's especial protection a sig^ 
nal victory which he ,biid obtained over t^e Mow» 
in 1310. Their a^gn is a cross of similar slii^ 
to that of Aviz^ but of purple colour, hanging by a 
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tflbboa also purple* The investiture of t}us order 
became of late years so general and proouscuou^^ 
iliat at length no person of respectability tkought 
himself honored by having. it c(mferred on him. 
, I cannot give a better idea of its degradatioia 
than by observing that^ on a particular fes^fal 
being celebrated at the new convent church at 
lisbon^ I saw a sentry pushing back the crowd; 
and upon enquiring why the rabble Were excludr 
ed, was informed that his orders were (in conser 
quence of the numerous attendance of persons rf 
rank who were expected to fill the whole churdi) 
to impede the entry of raggamuffins, men in c»- 
potes> and knights pf S. Jago. Most of the neg^ 
officers .<^ the Brazilian army are decor^cjd with 
the crossiof S. Jagb ; and it is not unusual to.se^ 
a bearer of it accost you in the streets of Lisbon 
soliciting charity with hat in hand. ' * • 

\ The ihird is the order of Christ, which was also 
mstituted by Dennis I. .in 1317, to engage the 
nobility to assist him with .the whole , of their 
means against his Moslem . enemies. Numberlf^ 
are the commanderies and revenues annexed to 
this order ; but it is nevertheless in gr^t debase- 
ment at present, and during the war a few mil 
reas^ven or lent to the crown sufficed to procure 
admission to its knighthood. 
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'In consequence of the impossibility of conferr 
ring on Protestants the honors of kni^thodd in 
orders so emin^ily catholic as the aboye, and the 
"towS'Of which^ on profession, are so o^^dfidteto 
liie doctrines of the protestant church, the sore^ 
reign of Portugal deemed it e:sqpedbent to institutie 
a military order without the obligation of aaa^ 
oaths opposed to the reformisd faith. Accordingly 
he created that of the Tower and Sword. Tfai^ 
<X)lour of this order is blue ; on one fflde of the 
cross is the likeness of the sovereign; and on the 
reverse is a sword passed through a wreath of 
laurel and surmounted by a golden tower. The 
motto is ^^ valor e lealdade.'* This order has fer 
the present been granted to persons of rank only, 
with the exception of a very few individuds the 
wi^ght of whose purse has obtained it for them ; 
and it is'likdy to preserve its resp6ctab|iity> if tJi& 
]|^reeautions taken to secure that end, are.aeted 
upto. 

Since the peace, and about the year 1810, an*- 
other order of knighthood was instittited in honor 
of Our Lady of Conception, whose name it bears ; 
but, although so receiitly created, it i$ already jm-- 
worthy of notice, owiiog to the indiscrimintlte 'man- 
ner in which it has been confen^ed. • ^ 

There was formerly another chivahric institu- 
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tion in Portugal, called the order of Az8(t}ie wing), 
ereated by Don AlfonM Henriqnets* But as no 
reteiuus wece axmexed to it, it very Bo<m dbd a 
natiind death* The kii^ inslitnted it^ frdm har^ 
ing setA a iving^d Mtta in tike . faeorenii Whilst 
Sjgbtififg IhA MooTB at SantaceUL The creatioii 
took place at Alooba^a, where the king r^tnained 
m'mdnth after his victory. The decoration was a 
golden erofiSiy surmonated with a purple mng^ 
The patron saont was S. Micfaael> as the king^ de- 
clared fliat he had recognised the wing and arm 
Us bdkmgmg to that angeL The prelate of the 
order was (as long as it lasted) the prior of .Aico* 
ha^a; and ike principal duty of the members was 
1^ guarding the king's peifson in battle^ 
: Decorationfi and badges of distinction have obo 
bees granted to military men of ell ranks in tiie 
ankiy ; aaad ad great is the thirst fi)r tiiese honors^ 
iiiai these have b^en instewies of men isU^[ing 
that they had fought in no less than ^tyyfaur 
general actions during the last war, in order to 
obtan them ! 

i shfidt terttnna;te my observations upon the 
Pdlrtiignese militiury, by trandatiiig frcni t]s& na*- 
ti<mal history a page or two^ which present a correct 
idea of the state ^forganiaation of the amy hut a 
few years ago. Henee some idea may be feraied 
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«f the^diffioiteies whieh mu^t hare been wefcome 
i^obnng'Ws army to a degree of perfedioii fsmdti 
M It at present enjoys^ and which has made It tsa^ 
peAot to Most^ and equal to any Ibddy^ of &xe cofr- 
tkieti}^ troops. 

'^itm^ Hut aft a long peace 0iicp6eded tl* 1S»- 
tld 5f ivar/ atid the TQ&otLToe^ of ^0^ state \i^6 
exhausted^ the mihtary spirit degeiiemted t0'sik<^ 
a d^gvee^ Chat the yoOng nohUity disdeoned 'seriong 
tpL ^ army. For this reason^ no offi<Jers cottM 
1)0 fexmd in it^ but those whose ignorance and in- 
Hubordii^tJon tended to create abuses imd "the 
tptnl subyercdon of discipline : in shorty the disor- 
der went so §asT, that regiments were officered fiHMn 
amongst the • laequep of illustrious femi^s. It 
WB^ no extraordinary sight to observe ah officer of 
cavaby driving a c^aise^ or a feotman wrth ti6e 
'rai& of captain of infantry, whilst the cdondE pro- 
prietor was snoring in his little cradle, &c. • • 

*^ To correct these abuses it was found necessary 
to call in the aid and experience of a German gene- 
ral, the Count of La Lippe, to whom unlimited 
powers were given during the last war With Spain* 

^' A curious incident, worthy perhaps of notice, 
is recorded as having happened on his arrival. — 
The Count La Lippe on going to dine one day 
with the Conde dos Arcos, a Portuguese general. 
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ob^enred a sahrant of the house, in the umform of 
to officte^ about to wait at table, and recogBmng 
ham to 1)6' a capfam of the Alcantara legiment of 
cavalry^ of whid^ the Conde dcxs Arcos was cotondt, 
he rose immediately fropi his seat, and compdl^ 
the servant to place himself at table between him 
and &e marter of the house, who thus saw Us 
pride hmnbled. ^ 

.. ^^ After this the Count La Lippe, wishing no 
dcmbt to inspire in his officers a' proper military 
feeling, encouraged duelling, declaring ppfenly 
that he would despise and cashier any officer 
who, uifiler pretence of reli^on or of the r^gu- 
latbns, should refuse to giro or receive satisfac-* 
tion when offence had been offered. This anec-' 
dote is more extraordinary than the former one^ 
and perhaps unique of its kind ; and the manner of 
thinking of this general, was^^ Worthy of the age of 
Louis XIII.'' 
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CHAPTER XV. 



PORTUGUESE ARCHITECTURE, FURNITURE, 
.GARDENS, &c. 



CLUMSY CONSTBUCTIOH OF POaTUGUESE HOUSES'— 

THEia irORM-^OARDEHS IKOEKIOUS MODES OF WATER* 

ING THEM — ORNAMENTAL ARCHITECTURE — FRESCOS — 

PALACE OF THE MARQUIS OF LOUl£ — ITS DESTRUCTION 

PORTUGUESE FURNITURE FANTASTIC TILING — STREET 

SAINTS. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



PORTUGUESE ARCHITECTU&E, t^URNltURfi, 
GARDENS, &c. 



To persons accustomed to English architecture, 
the private houses in Portugal have a singularly 
clumsy appearance. The reason of this is easily 
accouiited for. When a Portuguese builds a 
house, it is usually on his own freehold ground : 
^nd as he intends that it shall be of use beyond his 
own term of existence, he gives to the whole of th^ 
edifice a solidity calculated to make it durable, an4 
looks upon beauty and lightness as va'y secondary 
considerations. Since the earthquake of 1755, 
people who undertake to bmld, are restricted by 
law to a particular principle of construction. The 
whole house is run up in wooden frame- work and 
this is clothed with inasonry afterwards, so that 
an earthquake may make it rock considerably, but 

the concussion must be great indeed and of some 

\ ■■ ■ " •■-•.. . . . 

duration to bring it down. 

T 2 
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276 INGENIOUS MODE OF WATERING GARDENS. 

In the houses of persons who keep their carri- 
age, the ground-floor is chiefly taken up by the en- 
trance or porch (very badly paved like the streets), 
the stables, and lacqueys' rooms. The gardens, if 
any, are communicated with directly through the 
porch, or descended into from spadous balconies 
on a level with the first floor, by Alights of stone 
steps. The parapets of these balconies are usually 
ornamented with vases of marble or of porcelain, 
containing the most beautiful species of creepers 
or other flowers. 

The gardens are too symmetrically laid out to 
be pretty, and there are usually many busts and 
l^tatues in different parts of them. When a gar- 
den is large enough to entitle it to the name of 
Quinta, it is usually provided with a Nora for the 
convenience of watering it during the summer 
months when little or no rain falls. These Noras 
are deep wells, with a very simple machinery, by 
means of which the water is brought up in earthen 
pots, fastened to thick bristly ropes, and emptying 
their contents into a wooden trough in proportion 
as they arrive at the top. The wheels are kept 
in motion by an ox or a burro, who is yoked to a 
lever, and keeps walking continually round the 
parapet of the well until the garden is sufficiently 
watered. 
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ORNAMBNTAL ARCHITECTURE. 277 

Gar<tens of this description are mostly takeri 
care of by Genoese or Maltese^ who are exceed* 
kigly dextrous iii conducting the water in all di^ 
Tection£( through their vegetables^ &c. with the. 
emchada or large hoe. It does not speak mucK 
in favor of lisboniah industry, that these foreigners 
should' be allowed to monopolize so interesting a 
branch of employment. The Nora whilst at work, 
makes a jarring creaking noise, precisely like that 
of a bullock cart; and this is not a matter of ac- 
cident, for the natives |are fond of the noise, and^ 
dislike those vehicles which do not produce it 
^ In the Portuguese houses the balconies, the 
walls of the staircases, and those of the apartmen^ts,^ 
to the height of three feet, are wainscotted witb^ 
small square bricks of common earthenware, glazed ? 
white, and painted all over in blue, either with 
arabesques, stag hunts, boar hunts, bird ca^hers^ 
with nets, or fishing scenes. These things are,: 
however, beginning to be omitted in the construe^: 
tioii of modem- houses, as well as the old painted; 
tapestry, which still ornaments the chambers of; 
many ancient mansions. For these are substituted! 
paintings in fresco, which certainly are a £freAt; 
improvement, not only on the score of beauty, but 
likewise^ in cleanUness, as they are not calcubtfed 
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(ns id tliB case wkh tapestry) to harbonif bi^ ; 
filneb, bf the bye^ swarm to »id) a de^ee in. dn 
HM>i^ eisery bouse in LisdbMHi that, if the maiow 
shutters are slommed violently^ a sfacvw^ ef then 
is aeea to Attack themselyes. from erery creak'aad 
eom^ in the ceilings 'vidbdotr shutten^ aiid sst/i^^ 
r. ^ome of ihe palaces of the uoMiitjr ace heaalt-' 
tiStf painted ia fresca That of the mwqpoiai of 
Ixioleat the Gfa^p^^ stood pre-emineaafc ibthi^iew 
sped ; aad the executicHi of it must, oeibunljr hft^ 
been directed by) an artist of consusnniate taste.. 
Amongst the arabesques. mSx whidi one of' ibe 
saIooQ£r was ornamented^ were introdbioed very 
highly finished portraits of aU ihe moat <^lebiate«t 
wariioirs and statesmen that Pwtugal env prih 
disced. I had the mortification of seeing tim 
beautiful palace burnt to the- ground, in: 1S17> 
owing to. tibe negfigence of some la<;q^aey^. Ik 
seemed as if this blow was l^e only one wan&i^ 
to> compbetei the sdBUction of its asmlde ptopwh 
tvessy tbela^ Eug^a de l^oul^ on whaseimisi 
the s^itence pronounced upon her husbaod (whoi 
had fdliowed the FVench army) ted long been 



^ Hie fiimiture of the fid^gpa' palaces: isi luma^ 
rich but very cltuadsy. In mmiy houses bekmgmg 
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to mdmttmatadnm^ $r^ W te S€(di qdsntitie^ of 



ildttl Clii^i9 i»i«tidB fiahMei &k i6t towef putts' of 

mSvar 

•■ Tfi6 ^rriSfftre ^dil^^ hdn msf^ ^kt63t tui tit 
fidBdia^U (tf jK ii^ak^ %6ti^ Mtfif«^ OlseitB^M 

^db«ed te^ai6iP, fitttdfteia 6h td^ fbe IfSbitf tl^ilh 
trt^ T^ftiM i!<^, iliHe AK>'i^ W6tm^ wMf d^fit 
b<tt)!bdo in #ic1b«r #brk, l^e fra«a«r bftiif^ fiKK^ of 
fite^ wdOiift «ff fitft eHo^nM^ bok^ k WU^ Sd^far if 

[it^oi^iiittD^- <» fl^^ at i ItttO^cape. Ttf^ Mi^ 
from whence these- dk&h§ i64v'^ ^(^ ilaDM^il 

BftUghig #<Hfa ifUi Wailtr of aU AfikiStTtl.^ 

^^ac^^flieird tilr^ A<Sie,'^' t^V Wlieli t^ 
#^<l^f is iMastiafi^ 6oYSy tfie dhfy m^tnSs o^ p«su 
eSxiSg HtkrrSm i^l^ illti»g if^^if sf 1»%ek^ ^i<6M 
BUSA^ ii Bghfe^ dotSy, ft^ ik'asi! ]^th!i^ ^ of liJj^hMd 
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gether with the etornal eapote> i» found sull^eni 
to reskt the most rigorous cold^ of wbich ihe 4^ 
fightM climate of Portugal is susceptible. 

The roo& of all the houses in Portugal are tiledi 
and care is taken to paint in bright scarlet tiie 
under; part of those which project^ and to give a 
fantastical shape to the projecting angular tile^ 
This bright colour contrasted with the whiteness 
of the walls, has a very agreeable effect, if we 
orerlook the injury which the latter may be ex<< 
pected to produce on the eyes ; although it do^ 
aot aj^ar to affect those of the Portuguese, who 
have the finest in the world. Some part of the 
exterior of almost every house is omam^ited with 
representations of saints painted in blue, on white 
iazulejos, some of which are even honored wiUi a* 
lanthom. hanging before them. 

The saint most common]^ seen on the walls is^ 
saint Marc^aljWho is supposed to possess consid^-r- 
able influence over conflagrations. He i& always 
represented in the dress of a Inshc^ with a mitre 
on his head, holding up his right hand and pdnt- 
ing upwards, with I^s tv^ first fingers; while in 
the back ground are to be seen some houses on 
fire, a contradictory kind of emblem of his eflicacy. 
The other favorite street saints are Santa-Barbara^ 
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with a tower on her head by way of lught cap, 
and another in her hand ; and S* Sebastian, tied 
to the trunk of a tree, and made use of as a target 
to teach young infidels '' how to shooT arrows. 
The flight into Egypt is also a very conmionstreet 
picture ; and as for souls in purgatory, they are 
to be seen at the comer of every street and lane. 
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CHAPTER XVL 



NEGROES OF LISBON. 



SKETCH OF A OEOUP OF NEGROES BEGGING ALMS 
FOa THE FEAST OF THE BLACK VIRGIN OF ATALAYA — 
BELIEF THAT THE VIRGIN WAS BLACK AND S.ANTO- 
NIO ALSO ^THAT SAINT A CAPTAIN IN THE REGIMENT 

OF LAGOS — APPLICATION OF THE CLERGY FOR THE 
saint's promotion — LANDUN OR NEGRO DANCE — EX- 
TRAVAGANT PASSION OF THE PORTUGUESE FOR THIS 
DANCE — DESCRIPTION OF IT^ AS PERFORMED AMONG THE 

HIGHER ORDERS FESTIVAL OF N. S. D* ATALAYA — 

NEGRO SERMON — ANECDOTE OF NEGRO FRIARS AT RIO 
DE JANEIRO. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



NEGROES OF USBON. 



The I^isbon negroes keep all their diuircli festivals 
with the greatest possible rigour^ and with as much 
burlesque mummery as those whose imitators they 
are. 

The plate before us represents a deputation of 
the brotherhood of Nossa Senhora d' Atalaya, Jin 
the act x^ raising the wind for the feast of that 
saint. One of the troop carries an image of the 
infant Jesus, seated on a chair an4 ornamented 
with tinsel and ribbons. This he tenders to the 
by-passers, who almost invariably kiss its feet, hav* 
ing first taken off their hats, and then drop a cop* 
per donation into ^le bag. The image is often 
handed all over every house in the streets through 
which the troop passes : most individuals, p^ti- 
cularly the females, being anxious to shew tiieir 
pious devotion for the sacred original, in thus 
caressing his infantine similitude. 
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286 BELIEF THAT THE VIRGIN WAS BLACK, 

The reader will observe that the child is of the 
same colour as he who carries it about to cater for 
its mother's feast: — this is easily accounted for. 
The same feelings whidi indiices Europeans to 
attach ideas of superiority and advantage to those 
of their own colour^ operates with negrcfes in favor 
of theirs; so that n6t only cannot they persuade 
themselves that the Deity would condescend to 
assume any earthly form but that of a negro, but 
they also filBy believe that the devil is .of our 
colour/ and they represcoit him accotdingfy. 

The lower orders of Portuguese have pretty 
much a similar feeling regarding the birth pfau^e 
of our tiord* They would be ready to tew any 
individual to pieces who should tell them that 
Jesus wore the earthly semblance of a Jew ; « that 
Bethlehem was not somewhere or other in PortngaL 
So gross and universal^ bixt a short time dnce^ 
was the ignoram^e of all classes that I am not 
quite clear whether, in the days of the Inquiisitioii, 
that tribunal wouM not have pursued with its ut- 
most rigour any one who had dared to attribute 
Jewish extraction to the Saviour of mankind. 

The virgin, in the character of our Lady of 
Atalaya, is painted also black, but for this tbs 
hegroto imagine an excuse in tlM^ bDok of CaB&^ 
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d€S * ; aftd ifcey Wtq ndt singutotf iij thk portrai- 
ture, since mwiy Fr^cb Cfttholite agre^ with 
them, and bdliisve that the Virg^ was by l^irth m 
Et^opian. Ba€ I eaottot dc0Qtmt for their aitKh 
butii% that cohxff to thi$ Ba^dhua of <^ papal 
churdht^^that bon vivaiit and patron of joUy fel* 
Idwa, saint Antonip de Liaboa; who bosi^e^ bdiig 
a thordugfa bred Portuguese, Is stiU moreo^w 
borne upon the staff .cf the i^onal tamfi 
however incredible the absurdity may appear, acf ti 
captain in the 8nd or I^agciB r^ment cf inlantry^ 
The thirst for accimiulation of riches, ifiribich so 
(Strongly characterises eyery departJbent of the 
Roman cathdiq church, induced the clergy of I4H 
gos to petition government not long smce to prc^ 
^lote S. Antonio to the rank of field ti&ier, vi 
order that the revenue of his ^^apdl might be 
Augmented by this increase of pay« But tibe go- 
vernment had too many live sinneri» to support tn 
have any thing to spare for dead saints i. and Mt* 
withstanding the important servicea alleged ta 
have been rendered to the state by the Stod regh 
ment under the patronage and heav<33ly influeiie!? 
of S. Antonio, the pbtitbn wa& rejected* 

* Nigra sum sed formosa, §lia Jemsatein &c. See 10 tb^ 
Vulgate. Cant. Canticorum Cap. I. v. 5. • 
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"Po proceed with our plate^ the big drum and 
fidcHe attract the attention of the house's inmates, 
wh& hasten ta the verandas and windowi^ to re- 
gale themselves with, a sight of the lasdvioua and 
even {rtmtic Landun^ danced by a negro and ne- 
gresa, whose very gestures and looks would to 
more delicate people serve only to create theut-. 
most sensations of disgust; but the Portuguese 
are themselves so fond of this dance, under certain 
decent modificationsf, that they never fail to ccm-. 
template it with pleasure, even when carried to 
^tremes by its original inventors. 
^ As this dance was originally a negro cme, I 
trust I may not be considered as guilty of a very 
culpable digression ii^ before, returning to the sub- 
ject of the plate, I take the opportunity of saying 
a few words about it. 

The Landun was formerly danced in the. best 
societies of Lisbon by persons of both sexes ; but 
now it is seldom performed in the higher circles^ 
except by two females, one of whom repres^its. a 
male partner. . It consists of grace&l cadences, 
ihe steps being generally the same throughout, 
and the chief beauty of the whole depending less 
upon the movements of the feet, than on the 
graceful elegance and expressive attitudes of the 
arms and body. 
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'i '^e pBi^ pl^dtig tUemadlVea nt o^sHeffiifad* 
of a room, and tite geiiiiemaa holding a ?wbitd 
lnuidkdrcbie^ tbey adyaiice toiya^ds:^ackt><^eir!vlith 
measured steps and jwooing^mien^ asaditjielad}^ a^K 
pears disposed tic> sympatlube with her admirer. BuM 
at the tobinent when he imagiiies hep feyorable to 
his suit, she turns away from him : with'ii samle of 
ckmtempt and, astonishment at his pr^umptioil;> 
he likewise turns jaway^ but with fetf other feefc; 
iti^; the handkerqhief ; now finds its ! way to hi^ 
By^^i Qpd mth dipa{4)ointniejkt in eyery featurei 
he measures back his^ steps, looking oeca^ionalljr 
belnnd him as if td excite compassion.; .[ v 

His reiterated solicitations make har at lengHS 
jela^ in her severity aifd appear pleiasedat his^ al?? 
tentiona; which he no sooner perceives thm;h$ 
tijeate htr irtth disdain., $he in her turn becamosi 
the : suppliant, ' and ^ tec^iveii £i:om him the same 
hWdk|3rchidf, a.tplfian of gtief, which. ^ uses with 
iJiie most fasqifta^g 'gmo§f^ti€^9. : Tht^ 'pantcH 
miniic Representation of a loVersoene ends in'tyi 
Iftd/s thifowing the hahdkewlaef ovcir the neck of 
h^, partner, as. an emjblem of her iQonquest an4 
their mutual reconidUation and, uuicHi. Whei^ 
t}^ Is well dai(>ced; it ney^r fails to elicit the most 
lihundaringHapplaftses. Wftat I have jua* endea^[ 
ymlr^ to: describe is the • Uiid^m ;of the betjt^j 

u 
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enkrt; tet^vdieA Attoed liqrilie cami^ it l^fiur 
from bting dthar gf aoefbi w decMt 
: llie Gomimm people in Portiigal are 80. fond ^ 
iStxe laaDdim^ ihiit even at an adtaiiced age Ibeyes* 
perience a strong sensation of deUgfat (A liearti^ 
the measure pla^ioed ^n the guitar. I iSkaM ikb^4» 
farget hairing «nee seen amumBr)r*llke'old Woman 
of eighty yeii^s of age rbe from; the floor wUdi 
she was scruUbing, on hearing a harber strike xsp^ 
the tnne^ and begin to accompany the fdr with 
contorti(^is, to which age had left nd other disi^ 
tacter than' unmingled disgust 

I have been assured that both negroes and 
Porttiguese have been known to dance thelmelves 
. into a state of phrenzy and even into leonvulsioius. 
1 have myself often seen a; negfo> for want d 
some one to dance with,* lay a stick tipoQ the 
ground^ and subslitating it in his iniagination fer 
a reed partner^ 4ance himself out <^ breath. We 
cease however -to be astonished that the sons, of 
A£dca should be so fond of this exerdse^ wh^ we 
are assured by a creditable travdSer that, i^om 
the moment &e sun haiS^ set, the whole 6f that vast 
eontinentis one s6ene of dancing. 

In the national thea^e ci Rua dos Condes ibe 
hmdm ia frequently introduced in after-pieces; 
and on these occasions ^tke house is always best 
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k mnuSLf danced hfB hequey and a 'Bombfc^ 
who^ although they confine themselves ta reif 
Isw 'g^stafoss, add theB: ifhole perfefnnnc^ 
not perinqos: laat mm :ihm t&a <a thtee auni^es^ 
Iiai^ n^eitiielefls^ S5 ttxii(^ the ast of douveying 
ftj^ftiiieaace in the: nbi^est lobks • and inoyemeiitf; 
i&it tihe peIforBlaMe^ i$ apj^iofeS mtfa^ yi>ciferoiiA 
^* was" aiid ^^btavos.** : / 
'^ But to tetcvn to my su%et: ivhen theda/s 
eontnbutioQs have beim ddemed sufficient^ the 
dingy aoUeckos^ veiy naluiridly^^ ^pfy the well 
kffio^ivii teisLt g£>^ being worthy of their Inre/* and 
ad^oiir^ io ikhe. neareii^ tavem UX: rardissie at the 
exp^ESse of <^ eiedidous. Tite man. who carries 
the image leads, the ym^ anil ext^njding it before 
biih at ann% lepgth^ as he enierd ther ta^ni dodf^ 
n^w iails to ^pdaim '^ Q^em vai a diantd p^a.'- 
AngUee, ^' ^* who entersi first i^ys ;the pij^r." 

The festiTalcf ]Ro(»aSenhofa^d^\A)tala^^ 
at hex <^hapdl near the village oi AMea Oalle^ 
Oii^ the seutibem bkiks of tibteTs^giis^ immediately 
of^osite the^' eity of Lislxm ; and on that day 
hundreds of HbBudaa are seen crossing the Tagus in 
ditraioB (fi&we boatis). TM begirniiB^ of the^ day 
is spent m hearing 'masB^/vrMck js-foflbsired fay a 
iisarm^n* But no soosnsr are thei^ ceremonials 
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over, than a scene of debaudiery. foUowsr, Vbicli 
would make even the ancient totaries of Baedius 
bhish. : . » f 

The fiirannon hpre alhided to is preadied hj A 
negro priest^, the oiily one I helieve -who residea m 
Jisbon, the Brazils being the chief residence and 
domams of the bhick ecclesiastics* Negroei thus 
admitted into holy orders receive an educatioUi 
still more superficial^ if possible^ than their white 
fellow labourers; arid the blunders whiich they 
commit^ when they attempt to expound the Scrip? 
tures from thdr pulpits, are worthy of those com- 
mitted by the Barbadoes black methodist divines*. 

It must not however be inferred that these 
saints '' of the retreating forehead arid depressed 
vertei" are a jot less ingenious than th£ European 
^iars in thei profitable knack of applying -scriptu-^ 
ral textd to their advaritage: this the feUowii^ 
anecdote will prove. In the refectory of a black 
eomhmnity at Rio de Janeiro, the same abuse ex- 
isted: as in ihdse of European friaries: llie supe^^ 
ribr and the elder brethren of l&e house appl^dng; 
to their owause the choicest viands and most de^ 
hcate morals/ arid leaving the hungry novices aC 
the nether end of the table, to break or keep their 
fast upon ihe mere s^aps and bone^i of the repast* 
. On one of these oosasioais a junior brother (with 
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whom I was afterwards personally acquainted) re- 
ceived as his portion a hollow bone without a ves- 
tige of any thing on it. This he immediately 
applied to his lips^ and as if converting it into a 
wind instrument^ raised a hideous yell through it. 
The superior, highly scandalized at such eonductj, 
insisted upon knowing the reason of it, *' Holy 
father/* answered the novice, " I have read in the 
Revelations that at the sound of the trumpet the 
flesh will be reunited to the bone ; and I have been 
trying to verify the prophecy upon this bone to 
save myself from starvation,** 
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NEGROES OF THE BRAZILS, &c. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 



NEGROES OF THE BRAZILS, &c. 

It is interesting to take a review of the vicissitudes 
in the lives of those negroes^ to whose lot it has 
fallen to be slaves in the Brazilian settlements. 
On their arrival^ ihey are disembarked with a 
rag of cotton round their waist^ a scarlet cap 
on their heads^ and their skin so thickly studded 
"with itchy eruptions^ as to resemble more nearly 
the hide of a rhinoceros thau a human cutis. 
They are immediately driven in flocks from the 
daye vessel to the slave fair/ which is held in a 
particular street set apart for that purpose exdu- 
«vely. Here they are huddled up together with- 
out distinctioD of sex, in rooms or rather stables 
on the ground floor, until purchased either by the 
inhabitants, or else by men who come from Minas 
for the express purpose. 

J was in one of these staUes, when a slave mer- 
chant from the latter place came in and enquired 
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what sc^ of stuff was on sale. The shopaai^ 
anxious to transact business immediately, todk a 
sack of arrov^root (farinha de|Mia) and ]^MBI|| 
about a daeen lit^ handfub of,tnbere and^wM 
on the ground, made signal to the slaves jl^l^flflie 
and eat, just as we see done by a servant i» 4lfi 
together the fowls in a poultry yard. . The slM^ 
made a rush at the little heaps, and squaiipK 
down on their haunches, just like monkeys, lli|pi 
to eat with avidity. : IlItI 
The Minas merchant then single(|:QUjl; j$ f4§aig 
girl of about twelve ye^s of age^ 4n4:hiKlm 
turned and-twisted her hml^^ every dii^QllQi^ 
ascertdn if she^ww sounds asked, tl^e pfl$e||i'||it 
which being told Mm, he declared it; W9if^|tap 
mudu The owner on his part swore it wagjgJaatWJfc 
ingly woderatci pointing out the ^gibiUtjr i#f||||r 
age and other inducements, ju^t as we 609 br^Q^ 
forward in the sale of a young cow* T^-jpfiit 
girl was all this time in suspense ; bdA thtmifft» 
think that modesty is not inherent m these .i^Aiir 
tunate beings as weU as ia our happier 
are rnu^h mistaken. I observed her more than ia 
adjusting her scanty dress with the utmoeit'i 
fiision in her looks, at the brutid and vad&iTmg 
manner in whieh her useful qualitiea were jet 
C<9Ctb by her interested owner. - 
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of life; .M^r^ inm would least cscpert to: jw;i]iein; 

Tiie fSseieiitiQoi of n im^ro: fiat jxmidsr^ iriuB aboiit 

to - t^lfiei pti^e : a^ Blo: de , Janeieo^ iaal Mtimast&ti 

ia)dei«d;ti»e.^te3Ei4a^ .o£ jthaaf n^groe8^^ iliat by 

witnessing tl» piukis&nelit , d£ . ilMr ccxratrfmiao^ ^ 

tbey ixd^t be:4eteixed imm eauadidng tlie.saine 

G&m,, An Esglidi; acquaainfaiipe iof mn^; who 

had b^t three days fac9fox» purchased^ of an exf 

gp^tmfxa of M(«Da^iqUe> a negro whom he had 

lant>fight ii^h 1dm &dmiilih^t.xdaee> sent Um like» 

W9^ to the jcene of execution thai he xmght prof 

fitl^thejwaramg. c- ^ V - 

Wh^ ^he es:e^iitic» ww over, the n^Ux qui^ 

tm^ed his fflaire on the lail^ect, iir hi^pes of finding 

tbftt a dii» ^ppresnioo had been made ; Inife-to hb 

astpni^bunent tbe.n^ro's atteation seemed tohayo 

be0n rivetted on the. airk^ard xnaani^ mwbkh 

the executioner had .doi» his dni^, addmg that 

he. i¥onId bare done £t muck better bhnself. 

^* How r said the master^ ff were yott ewr a 

hangman f^~^ Yes, Senh^^ I was hangman at 

Bfoza^ique, but goviamor --^^--^ bemg (Ordered 

bomo; sent word to the gaol desiiing that I and 

aU.i)ie prisoners ishould appear before hfan. We 
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no sooner arrii^ on board tliaii'Iie 66t m^ and 
hsA Mid us all since hk disembarkation heteJf It 
Ittddly kappened that this trust-worthy ex-gover- 
nor li^ n<^ yet set off for Europe/ iso that my 
acquaintance recxnrered Im money, by threatemng 
to. reveal the truth to government, if the bargain 
were hot immediately cancelled, he having agrted 
for a good slssre, and not a hangman. 

The people at the slave market, who own these 
depots, are obliged to be exceedingly earful m 
ordering the diet of the slaves immediately after 
thdr landing. Fruit of any kind, unless taken widi 
exceeding moderation, has been found almost in* 
variably &ta], after a long voyage and salt pro- 
visions. The slaves are therefore only allowed 
the use of it gradually, and are chiefly fed with 
dry arrow-root, without other beverage ihan wa- 
ter : care being also taken not to cure dieir cuta^ 
neous eruption too suddenly, as the disease is apt 
(io use their own term) to turn inwards and* be* 
come exceedingly dangerous. 
. The manner of marking the slaves when pur- 
chased, so as to be able to identify them if neces^ 
sary, is effected by long and deep incisions on the 
dieeks, forehead, shoulders, breast or back, and 
smnetimes in all the above places; whidh oparar 
tion must.n$eessdrily be attended with niuch paioj 



Digitized by 



Google 



AtTKAWAT NBORraS. SOI 

for I hsvBseen few ef thesd dSis that had hot the 
appearance of havuig pmetrated the skm through 
and ;<iiroiigh* The consequence is liiat^ ia healr- 
ing they never are completely closed hut preses^ 
tibe appearance of so many mouths.. 

The fate of the negroes who -are sent to tho 
Bunes (liGnas-gerBes) I am little acquainted with ; 
but I befieve that those who are sk>ld for servants 
in the dtty have a £ar more fortunate lot. - In the 
hi^pbmng of their c^apdvity^ they frequency de^ 
sert, fHirtieularly the grown up men> who find it 
iribsoihe to learn a new language and acquire 
habits of domesticity and servitude. In these 
eases the owners apply to an individual called the 
€^pita6 (captain) who is perfectly acquainted with 
the topography of the neighbouring country^ and 
consequently with those places which are most 
likely to be their haunts. ? 

, Whilst in these forests the runaways soipport 
life eas3y^ owing to the prodigious quantity of 
bananas^ coooaruuts &c. fouxid in them ; but the 
capitad: seldom feils to bring them back sooner or 
later, when they are taken to the city gaol to re-i 
cenre a number of lashes proportioned to their 
time of absence* If their fault has any circunn 
^iatices oi aggravation connected with it^ they are 
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6timi»dbt'a>€sittBSaEk tank to ot&er delinqpieBtei 
and i»th ob voii cafliriibraailied ii^spi^ 
tfaeu! Beclo^ liney am onapdUod to. labour 'tttihe 
pidificwwks.. 

Those negroaiy howereor^ wfafo an euSj^ncoih 
akd to tbeic loss of Jibertyv «nd iKeaooB .laidful 
wd fiddi&l sesraiits, leeover not imfie4iMn% 
their freedom ^hcr bj piuehanittg it (if. theyliaye 
been taught a trade) ivith tiidr kiauf e-hdbr mtm- 
mgs, or fajrvktne of, the testament of tiiek nua* 
tei8« There ^aia: dhurches and teiigkias bowels in 
Bm de: Janeiro^ the iriiole of whose dignitasiMi are 
chosen from aawngst the progeny of ihese affiran* 
ehised negroes ; and the pd&7 of the Bortngaese 
government has gene so &r in making it tibe in- 
terest of a portion of the black comnnmity to 
keep, the immense nnmbers of their conntrymaxin 
order^ by shewing them ^^lat the road io prefer- 
ment is^ not exduedvely open to white men akme, 
ihat^ in the Braslian troops^ Uadc and wlute offi- 
ffiTs are seen serving indiscriminately togelliar. 
Many of the former are very high in rank ; and I 
have seen some field offices amongst theinr deed- 
rated with no less than three <^ti£BBrent ordftb^ 
t^bose of C!hrst> S. Bento de Avis/ and & Jbgo diei 
£q)ada. After 1^ statemenlv I bdiei^ lint it 
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nffi no kbger lie dwptitect wli»^ haii tlie greatest 
aifMDti^geB^ the negro aesitto our jcdoniaEt, ot Ik 
iiiio 18 sqU to the Fdrl3^ 

It is true thai the negroes thus exalted we de*. 
flignedlym^er diosen from amount tixoie who 
eviine any spirit or any talent: the motbire being 
]^dy political, an4 hating t(xt its end to gild the 
pill which the other s> are forced to crwdlow. The 
Consequences resulting ft'om this species x£ po£cy 
ate sneh as we caiaefolly guard agaonstin our colo^^ 
nies. So great has^ been the uitmnixture of 
blacks $nd wiutes that scarcely an incUvi^tial is^to 
be seen (amongst those who are bom in the P(»r'« 
tuguese settlements) who has not yfoo&f hair and 
aomethxiig 4of the mulatto cast m his countenaiiM. 
r These men of mongrel Weed fi^m moreover to 
lia^e- nuked in their persrons, whatever there migbt 
be of uglinesi^ in ^her parent, to the utter exclu'* 
fiioti g( every good featurie ; and the baboon ISte 
regiments which have been formed of them by the 
iie"^ emperor of tiie BraasSs, Don Pedro L present 
such an exhibition of excessive ugliness that, were 
their valour any way proportioned to^ it, they 
TtAghi 80(m conquer the whole world. 

The women of colour in tl» Bio de Jwieiro are 
Temai^aibfe for their jealous and vinidictive tem^ 
per; and death alone is capable pf gluttmg th^r 
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iseetoge for tlie i[^dityo£±hxm "with i¥ii6m il^ 
liave:.>c«habited» . Mitlrdffls ere tilierefaie exoeed^^^ 
ingly frequent ; and altl^rajgph^. in the jaVseiu^^ 
an-actirepeiiodieal'praisrj feew oftlwde occurrenees 
are made i public^ I fasFe known even thirty to 
Ifasie been committed lA the spkace of a month: 
moist of them, from motives of jealousy^ imd at ther 
instigatbn of mulatto wdmen. 
\ For the office of assassin^ the very lowest order 
oT negroes are hired ; and these wretches uiider^ 
'sell the Lbbon g^egos com^letefy^ a glass ii 
ettdia9a (a species, of rum) being with niany a sitf- 
ikdeiit incentive. Th^ir manner of setting ttf 
woick is worthy of remark. They need no sti^ 
letto^ferro de gai(^ (bird cage awl), cv iMiy odier 
weapon* In lieu of all tiiese> they use only the 
h6ad ; and with it they butt like buUs at the die^ 
of their yietim, I aaw a fi^ ofiicer who had heed 
murdered in this mam^er, ^d thrown over the 
w^l i&to his oi^n garden^ wher6 h\$ fsmij&taiA 
him in: the morning : the upper part .of the .body 
was flattened, as if the implement of death had 
been amallet. 

I had an opportunity of observing the desteri^ 
with \Yhich negroes e^t the work <tf BD^order, 
whilst ^tsuiidii^g talking to a friend nea^ the resi- 
4ence of the pope's nuncio. Acarrif^e wBsdrawn 
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up at the door, of the hoiise, and the coachman 
and lacquey were lounging agamst the stone 
poste on either side of the door. A negro slave 
going akmg the street passed betwixt the house 
and. the carriage. So good an opportunity of 
mortifying a poor half naked negro was too good 
to let slip, and the coachman gave him a very 
severe cut with his whip over the bare shoulders, 
which, raised a welt as thick as my finger. The 
poor creature writhed with pain, upon which the 
blow was repeated; and the footman then seized 
the whip, an:d amused himself in a similar manner. 
I could not help expresi^ng my astonishment at 
the negro's remaining there under such evident 
suffering, instead of attempting to. escape, and 
but for the fear of Popish vengeance, if I had dared 
take the part of a negro against domestics of the 
grand Lama's representative, I should certainly 
have interfered. Blacky had hoTveyer bis reasons 
for thus appearmg passive ; he was watching his 
moment, and having found it, a flash of lightning 
13. not more prompt than were his movements. 
With his head crouched low, he butted at the 
coacbilian's stomach, who having the wall imme- 
diately behind him was settled in the twinkling of 
an eye ; then turning suddenly at the lacquey the 
negro gave him with the sole of his foot a kick in 
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the stomach with sudi force and dexterity that he 
stretched him lifeless. Leaving both his vietiiiis, 
he then took to his heels with the swifboess of a 
deei^^ to our no small satisfaction at Beeing such 
gratuitous and unprovoked brutality receive its 
due reward. 

Instances c^ oppression of this kmd are some- 
times to be seen ; but not so frequently as tiiose 
from negroes whose condition has been bettered^ 
towards their more needy counfcrymen. For it is 
strange but true, that the cruelty which tibtey dis- 
play towards theur fellows, when vested with the 
smallest degree of power, stands unrivalled. The 
epithets ^hich they bestow on each other when 
irritated are worthy of remark, the most common 
being that which we should least of all expect to 
hear from their lips, that of " nasty black negro." 
It is also impossible to describe the contempt tiiey 
manifest towards their newly imported country* 
men, a feeling which appears to be grounded 
upon their own superiority. 

At every step we take in the Brazils, we meet 
with objects exhibiting the dreadful consequ^ces 
of neglecting the proper treatment, which the dBs- 
eases incklent to the climate absolutely require on 
their first appearance. In some negroes, the feet 
are seen either shockingly mutilated, or else eto- 
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tirciy reduced to mere stamps by the ravages of 
^ Chigoes, die esdxaction of wMch^ if not timely 
prarformed^ ^itails on the sufferer the loss of a 
limb. All ivnkB of persons are liable to this evil, 
owilig to the ^mkiutive sise of the insect, and the 
&cility x£ its introduction into the skin. The 
pcgiws are m general the most expert hands at 
CQLttrpating them, and the present king of Portu* 
gal was conzpelled on his arriyal in his Brazilian 
capital to have recourse to one of his black sub* 
jecta for the performance of this office on his own 
royal toes. 

Other oJoJects still uiore i^evdidng if possible, 
but arismg from other, causes, are as irequently 
offered to our offended ^ight : I mean, neglected 
eaaea of hydrocele. Even pro&ssional men^ who 
haye not visited those regions^ will perhaps find it 
difficult to believe what neverdieless I can assure 
them of having been an eye-witness to : — ^a n^ro 
ia whom the developement had become so mpn-* 
stroifi), that it rested on t3ie ground whilst he was 
standing u^ight, doing the. only office which was 
ever exacted of hinv that of sweeping out the 
stable* I need not add tiiat his under garmeiits 
were t)f necessity i^milar to those of the other sex. 

IVxrtuguese of respectdl>ility are remarkable for 
th^ humanity and kindness to thdir slaves. They 

X 2 
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even carry their feelings so far, as to allow their 
servants to join in the conversation of the company 
upon whom they are waiting at table, and to per- 
mit them numberless other indulgences. The 
black ofl|;pring of these slaves become ahnost m* 
variably the toys and playthings of. the female 
part of the family, who dress them handsomely, 
and delight in having them near their pc^rsons m 
saloons full of company. I have seen a little black 
girl caressed by every person in the room, and 
then seat herself for the rest of the evening on her 
mistress's foot-stooL 

What I have sdd of the dijgnitiies to which the 
blacks are susceptible of arriving in the church 
and army, regards exclusively the Brazils. In 
Portugal, where such political precautions are un-^ 
necessary, the negroes are invariably the very 
dregs of society ; and their occupations are such 
as a Portuguese would spurn at. To omit more 
disgusting instances, if a horse, dog, or any other 
animal happens to die in the Lisbon streets, its 
carcase would remain in the same spot until na- 
ture had completed its work of decomposition, if 
the alternative were its removal by a Portuguese. 
This office therefore falls to the lot of a negro, 
whose reward is the animal's hide. The occupa- 
tion of whitewashing the interior and ^exterior of 
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houses is also theirs; an employment which is as 
much held in contempt by the natives as the re- 
moval of carrion. 

The houses in LisBon, with the exception of the 
veiy small number occupied by English people, 
are entirely destitute of certain 'conveniencies 
which are aUke* indispensable for decency, clean- 
liness, and comfort. Hence they are compelled 
to convert some small room or cupboard into a 
temporary magazine, provided with a long brown 
eartheii jar about thirty inches high, which is used 
as a receptacle for perhaps a whole week's con- 
tributions. When this comii-copiaB is brim full, 
its contents are soused into the street upon the 
head of some ' unfortmiate passenger (after ten 
o'clock at night) to the cry of ^' agoa vai/' (Edin : 
garde loo) which, instead of serving as a warning, 
is, in its effects, no better than the report of a 
gun, which follows the shot instead of preceding it. 

The few inhabitants who object to this horrible 
mode of getting rid of such accumulations, as they are 
likely to remain for months under their wmdows in 
the streets until the heavy rains sweep them away, 
have recourse to a black woman, who carries the 
jar away on her head; and as she walks down 
the street towards the shores of the gdlden'Tagus, 
a column of balsamic effluvia curling upwards 
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from its unstopped orifice, regales the oUactones 
of the window-decking beauties. The weight is 
not often inconsiderable^ and the distance these 
wom^i have to ca^ry their burden is sometimes 
great. It thereforie frequently happens that Hiej 
are compelled to rest themsehes, whidi they must 
do without unburtheoing, for who would assist 
them in replacing the brown jar on their heads I 
They usually sit down for the purpose of taking 
rest on the atone steps of some door way> confer* 
ring upoti the ininat^ c^ the house (if the win* 
dows be open) aD the benefits above mentioned* 

Numberless are the ntienkl offices whidi, owii^ 
to the intderable pride of the natives, devolve 
upon the negroes and gaUegos. A common Por- 
tuguese journeyman is^ in his trade^ termed an 
officer (official sapateiro^ official cairpinfeiro, &c,) 
and if by any medns obliged to carry a small par* 
eel in his hand through the streets^ will take everj 
precaution to hide it in his capot^ so derogatory 
would it be to hh dignity to do the office of a gal- 
lego^ negro/ or (as these are sometmies terjned) 
besta de cargas. 

The distinction made betwee)^ an officer^ eobler, 
tinker^ mason^ &c. and an officer in the army^ is 
by calling the latter ^ offidal de banda/' or an 
officer of the sash : hence the great respect asso- 
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ciated vnth ilus part of the uniform^ and the great 
umbrage given to the Portuguese military at its 
being worn by non-commissioned officers in our 
army. 

I must not condude my references to negroes 
and the relatbn in which they stand with their. 
Portuguese masters, without recording an anec- 
dote equally creditable to both the parties who are 
tiie sutjects of it. 

Sebastia6 Jose de Carvalho, Conde de Oeiras^ 
maarquez de Pdmbal^ was justly esteemed the 
greatest minister that Portugal could ever boast 
ei. He flourished^ as is well known^ in the reign 
of Joseph L and the country has ever since felt 
the benefit of his wisdom in the numb^less im- 
provements which he effected. He was the ext* 
courager of every useM invention^ and the Portu- 
guese invaiiaUy regret his not being still in exists 
M^e/ when they see ingenuity or merit neglected. 
But like all great men he had his foible, which is 
said to have been vindictiveness. A certain De« 
sembargador (a magistrate, as before mentioned, of 
tifcfce supreme courts invested with the privileges of 
nobility) called Seabra, who was highly distin* 
guished for his virtues, but whose poHtics differed 
from those of the minister, incurred by some 
naean&his displeasmre, and was by his order kid- 
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napped^ conveyed to the coast of Africa, and from 
thence to the place of ban^hment for the' worst of 
criminals, called by the Portuguese Piedras Negras. 
This place, being a few leagues in the interior, 
and peopled with savages^ the object of sending 
criminals to it was, that they might' be desiroyed 
by the natives; and this was often done as an 
evasive commutation of the sentence of death. 
Abandoned by his conductors, the unfortunate 
Seabra wandered about for the space of two days, 
until overcome with fatigue, hunger, heat, and the 
acuteness of his gri^, he ^opt senseless at the 
door of a negro's hut, towards which he had di- 
rected iris steps. • - 

The master of the hut was absent at the mo- 
ment, but his wife compassionating the miserable 
condition and emaciated looks of thie poor old 
nmn, drag^d him into her habitation, and was 
endeavouring to restore him to his senses when 
her husband a,rrived. At the sight of a 'white 
man, he was about to transfix him to the gcound 
with an arrow, when his wife's interpofidticm ar- 
rested his fury. She effected still more^ she com- 
pelled her husband to assist her in recovering her 
patient :7~a proof that petticoat governments inay 
exist where no petticoats are worn. 

Ses^bra, on coming to himself, found that he 
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was attacked witk a burnihg fever^ and gave him*- 
self up for lost^ concludmg tiiat/Xecoveiy in such 
a climate was next to imposidble. His hoafetJiow- 
eyer determined: on curing hhn after the manner 
of thdbr comitry^ and digging a sort of grave .m 
the ground^ buried him in it up to Ijie neck.. In 
this inhumation he remained three days and nights^ 
swallowing the 8inq>le medicines admimster^ by 
fais sable physicians^ and was yery soon comptet^y 
cured. 

- How strange are the vicissitudes of this life ! to 
what a variety of fortunes is a man often yet 4e9ti^ 
who has thought his career t6rminated^ and how 
rapid is the fall of many who perched on the. pinna* 
clectf earthly honors think themselves secure frcmi 
reverses. It was at about this period that the ni^r:- 
quez of Pombal's power began to decline. The in- 
trigues of his enemies soon after effected his removal 
from court ; and the family of the dezembargador 
Seabra^ hoping that there might be a chance of their 
relation's continuing to exists obtained a repeal of 
his sentence, and dispatched in quest of him the 
same persons who Ibad been his conductors into 
banishment. 

Words cannot depict this poor fellow's joy at 
the prospect of being restored to his family, but 
he could not reconcile to himself the idea of never 
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again ue^ng his worthy and Idiid liosteas, and 
ihaehte used evearj kind of entreaty to engage 
ker ia aoeompany hiini to Lisbon* She at last as- 
sented^ although no entreaties could ii^uce hes 
upoiue to be of the party. 

On Ua aniiral at Lisbon^ Sedbm was remwd 
into IWor at eomrt^ and continued so to the end 
of his life. His adventures in AMca were Icmg 
the aubject of conversation, as waa likewise liie 
marked kindness he ever manifested towards hb 
bene£EU^ress ; who, from the moment of his reato- 
ration to his family, never sat any wh^e but at 
the head of his table, even when p^sona of the 
highest cBstinctioEi were present. His gratitude 
was^even mimifested in lus will, he hdvmg left her 
a V€97 handsome provmon. 
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CHAPTER XVIlt 



SALOIOS, OR PORTUGUESE PEASANTRY. 



At an ea^y hour of the mbrmng^ every avenue to 
the dty of Lisbon is thronged with the peasantry, 
called Saloios, of whom this drawing is descrip^ 
tiye; their burros (donkeys) or mules groaning 
under tiie w«%ht of the delicious fruits^ with which 
they are laden. These consist of water melonjsr, 
melcms, oranges, lemons, (sweet and sour;) figs of 
the most delicious kind, and in short ail that th^ 
best of climates and richest of soils are capable of 
producing. 

Besides fruits, those who come from Cintra or 
its ndghbourhood bring a kind of little white 
cheeses, known by the name of quei^ddas, and 
made from the'milk of goats. Another species, 
much more agreeable to the taste, are those called 
requeijois ; they are larger than the former> and 
are neither salt nor sour, but of a flavour more 
resembling that of cream. Some few Saloios 
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• 

bring to tiheir favorite customers small saucers full 
of cream^ which for its delicious flavour stands 
unrivalled even by that of Devonshire and Corn- 
wall. Poultry and game of every kind^ in great 
abundance^ form likewise a part of their cargo ; 
but the former is usually ipery tough and extravar 
gantiy dear* 

The peasantry who tea^ many leagues off are 
obliged to set out from their homes on the eve^ 
and travel until nudwght; when the^ aare com- 
pelled {ot tiife s^e of their loaded Joiimals, to rest 
41 little. In winter, tibey take aheHer &pda these 
occasions in sc«ne estalagevli ; but in the fine seih 
4lob they unload their beasts uiidiea- tfa^ starry 
canopy, and tie them with good length oi rope to 
atree, so that t^ey may graze "whilst theyljiem- 
^Ives enjoy a niopb 

These people^ from the haUt of midnight tra- 
velling under the clear and silent heaven^ become 
in s<»ne Ineasure like the wandering Arabs^ obser- 
vant of the constellations, and learn to count the 
waning hours by their position* Of the truth of 
this I once witnessed an example: having CHie 
night left Lisbon to go to Cintra, I missed my 
route by keying too far to the eastward^ and was 
fairly on <^e way to Mafra, whtt I observed a 
group of Saloios stretched on the ground i^ar the 
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wad 4dde. These peqde infonned mt of mf mis- 
take adding that^ as for cutting across the ooun^ 
ttf bbI proposed doing in the dark towards Gin- 
in, it was ottt of the quesdon^ owing to the ex- 
treme ruggedness of the mountains. I ihetefote 
took their ad?ice^ and tying my horse to a fiinse 
bush^ laid myself down amongst them to await the 
dawn. After some time, on my asking one of 
tiiem what hour he conceived it might lie, he rub- 
bed his eyes, and sm*veying the heavens for a mo- 
ment sttd, ^' We are within an hour of the 7Vm- 
tiade^ (Matins) for I «ee that the flock is for 
advanced, so is the wolf; the crook id already 
{MsrceptiMe, mad the shepherd will soon aj^^ear ;" 
^pon whkh he aroused his coinpanionis, llie loads 
were replaced on the animalif backs, and fhey all 
moved OH again towards the ' Grande Cidade/ 

Hie roads being exceedingly unsafe, the ^aloios 
are obliged to travel in nmnerous bodies. On 
their arrival in the metr<^>oiiB, many of them who 
are saiMed witii smaller profits and more expedi- 
tious sales, take their stock to the fruit market, 
ealled Pra^a da Figueira, adjacent to the Ro^io or 
Inquisition Square^ where by deposing of it in 
thid gross to the retailers, they are enabled to re- 
turn home at a much earlier hour than they could 
aflt^ retailing it themselves. 
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TbisL h mostly .done by [those who .reside at; 
^eat dirtanees; but the\Saloios of the villages jn 
tiie immediate ndghbourhood of Lisbon, from the 
ttome&t of their arrival^ heg^ to. hawk about the 
rtxeets whatever they bring and con^ue doing so 
until a late hour m the evening. On the return 
hdme, the same preeautpion is oteerved of going 
m bodies ; but so great is their exhausjdon in most 
cases that, with the exception of those who go on 
joot, the r^t are usually sound asleep i^n their 
MO^atdaa (packsaddles) abandoning to. their ani- 
rOB^A and waldng *' pietons" the care of conduct* 
ing them. 

The objects with which they return provided to 
their houses, consist chiefly and I may say.invari- 
jably of a small quantity of Bacalha&i^ kind of 
salted ling) and some salted Sardinhas. Thes^ 
with the aid of a few oKyes, garlic, cmions, bread 
made of Indian corn, and on rare occasions a little 
wine, ccmipose their bill of fare all the year round* 
Veal is out of the question, it being a contraband 
article, even in the cfipital, , i^ beef pr rather old 
i50w, is BO rarely to be h^d, or sq much above the 
reach of their small means, that if they can affi>rd 
to eat a little on Christmas day or on Easter Sun- 
day, they account themselves supremely blest. 

The Saloios are a very fine race of men, active. 
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athletic^ and generally speakings well made. 
Their complexion^ aitliough dark, is advantage- 
oukly mixed with a good share of brickdust co- 
lour ; their eyes are very fine ; their hair falls in 
ringlets upon their brawny shoulders ; their dress 
is becdtiiing, and their whole appearance highly 
picturesque arid rustic. They look more to ad- 
vimtage with their hats on, owing to the custom 
of cropping close the hair on the crown and fore* 
head. The whole aspect of a Portuguese peasant 
is manly in the highest degree ; and his dress at 
oncegraeeM arid appropriate to his' condition in 
life, is^ always characteristic, and never Varied by 
that awkward mixture with the costume of other 
classes, which g^ves to our labourmg people so 
unpicturesque and heterogeneous an appearance. 

The: Portuguese peasant is remarkable for using 
with surprising address the weapon called eo/Wo. 
It is a long pole or cudgel, measuring about seven 
or eight feet, having a heavy knob or leaden 
charge at one end. The most dextrous .handlers 
of the cajado are termed campinos or valentoSs ; 
and it is not unfrequent to hear of one or two of 
these heroes emptying a fair of the whole of its 
company, and even felling to the ground the 
police cavalry, a detachment of which attends 
Cillery fair to preserve order. 

Y 
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The diarge of indolenoe and slotihfulneds bn 
been indiacriminately Ifiid against the whole of Ae 
pe<^leof Portugal^ by persons who haveprecip- 
iately drawn Hieir conclusions from the saxn^es 
of the lower orders seen in Lisbon; bat ahy one 
Df commmi judgement ought to be aware> that the 
meagre and Uoated inhabitants of a escf^tal can 
never of^ a just criterion whereby to form an ao- 
curate idea of the physical or moral peculiarities 
c^ any natbn. What opinion might we form of 
that man's sense^ who^ landing in London ftom 
abroad should ccmdttde, without looking any fiur- 
tiier, that all Englishmen resembled the cockney 
spedmens before his eyes ? 

The Portuguese peasantry may justly repd the 
charge of indolence^ for their distinguishing cha« 
tacteristics are industry, patience under privation, 
intrepidity, and courage. They only stand in 
need of a government calculated to call forth in a 
greater degree their natural good qualities. I 
would not advocate as warmly, or in fact at all, 
some other classes of Portuguese: I mean the 
priests, and magistrates, for whatever measure 
of corruption in every respect this world can 
contain, is to be foiind to superfluity in those 
orders. 

The Saloias, or peasant women, are generally 
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df a stitttNi rd«li#» talkr thm the fem^e inhabU 
tmis^ df the towm ; their ctmiid^icms are liy 
tiiose of the men, of a healthy d&tk eolour, but 
iiei saOdw or swurthy* They have exceedingly 
tketyeB, Ml of expreseiaii. When young, many 
of tbdni are exbremely protty» andin general they 
lunre vary agreeable faces ; but their beauty is at 
iibiff% daratioo. The qrow's foot makes its first 
inqfsressicm at iJie early age of tw^ity ; their per^ 
was afterwards become Jliocid, and their faces and 
iiands grow tough and wrinkled; so that at the 
age of thirty they begin to asnme Hie likeness of 
fiinsg mummies. These women nevertheless often 
fire to a very advanced age. 
. People of respectability who refide in Lisbon^ 
nod paxticularly the Englisl^ prefer these Salbias 
to aay other women to fill the o&ca of wet-nurs^i 
fexak tiuar well known healthfulness and their pnn 
Wfbial attachndient to the children, whom they 
have suckled. The same inconvenience, however, 
is Qspmenced in employing these females, for the 
above office, which exii^ regaiiding any others; 
for although they live mberably under their own 
rools, they ave mtolerafaly difficult to please in 
their diet, when in the house of a gentleman. No 
aooner, also, do they perceive that their presaice 
has from any circumstance become indispensable, 

T 2 
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tlian.tibey bring forward a thouBmid pretextejfor 
leayiiig you» in order that iheir stay may be piM^- 
dbased by ridi:prefl(liiit8. 

But when their functions are over^ and: 1^ 
child weaned^ ihey affect to feel such mtense air 
tachmentfor your offipring that it is ne^t to iib* 
possible to rid yourselves of them; and this can 
only be effected for a time^ as they make it a pcnnt 
to come unceremoniously to your, house onee a 
year^ take up th^ quarters m your kitchai, and 
shew their affection for your children 1^ eating 
you out of hotise and home. 

I knew an English lady who^ having reased 
nine children in Lisbon^ had employed as^many. 
nurseis ; and I have sometimes seen her kitchai and 
dkiiiig room thronged with .these women and 
thdr several progeny, togetiier with their cousins 
md relatives to the twentieth degree, whom tbey. 
had introduced to be treated at her.^Jop&ODei 
They mostiy bring with them presents ctflitile 
cheeses, strings of dried apples, some mdons, a 
roasting p^, or any other produce of their coun- 
try ; and this establishes a kind of. right to your 
hospitality which it is awkward not toadmow- 
ledge. 

The love of the ^ marvdlous which tiiese Porta- 
guese. nurses possess in the most extravagant de- 
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^ee^ and the practice which ^ they have of enter* 
tahun^ young children with stories of feitepeiras^ 
(witches;) ghosts and hobgoblins/ robbers^ &c. all 
of Which they believe to be true, is one of the 
greatest possible objections to employing them. 
Moreover theydablde in religious matters from 
motives of conscience; and being unable to recon- 
cile to' themselves the idea that- their foster child 
is a little heretic, they please themselves widi the 
iUiisibn of ilis conversion by attaching to its little 
neck, rosaries, crosses, veronicas (brass medals 
with saints heads on them), or figas. Thus omar 
mented they are better able to resist the maMgn 
infiuehce of both feite9eiras and the deviL 

The dress of the Saloias is quite unique in its 
kind ; and pretty women will in that as in every 
other costume continue to look pretty; but to 
those who have no pretensions to beauty, or 
whose prime of life is past, it is any thing but be- 
coming. On their heads is worn a muslin hand^ 
kerchief folded comer-wise, and .tied or pinned 
under the chin, in the same manner as that worn 
itt towns. This is surmounted by a velvet peaked 
cap of the shape and sizer^resented in the plate; 
resembling a Prussian grenadier's cap in- minia- 
1^e« The jacket which they wear is of wodlen. 
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and the favorite atid txxt^t general caio^t mirii^ j 
their vpettieoats are zaade of co^!^e woo})eGyiiuuBfttt 
fiictured in Pbrtu^al ; and t3i6ir boc^arepredscdy 
simlhT to ineb'9 jack bootSj^ ody that tberf hava 
yery high heels to them of the isione shape aa 
those w<Mm hy ladii^'a ceaatury dgo. 

The harness <xf tlitiir burros has also its pecu** 
Karity: the head piece hekig made of a, very 
eoarse u«itatit«i of that wlndhi we ttie to hM hf 
m the interior of t^r teHc^ t^ brighter tiba 
eoloiirs tiie better; and to thia a ntfi^re r<^ ia 
affixed, which .stands in Ken of all the nimecesaaty 
paraphernalia ci bit^ snaffle^ bridle^ &e. llx front 
of the albarda or paeksaddle, and covering Ibet 
atdmal^ hir^ust, is a hand of the above hreed stoflT 
with fringe pendent from it, and a sisidiar <piantii^ 
is fixed to each side of the aibarda in rear, whicb 
passing under the ass's tial completes his trafH 
pings. Over the albarda is thrown the dfbies>or 
panniers^ which are destined to contain the cargo; 
these are made of strong matting; 

The farther reaoEioTed from the city and its s^ 
phistH^tion^ the mt»^ does &e re^ chai'acsler of 
the Fortagnese peasant appear in its pvop^ 
light; and certainly iJiere are no people ys^ reib 
yze more nearly than tiiemselv^ the dfisoriptioiia 
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wiiich poets liave so often imagined df raralTirtue 
tad. pdstord simplkity. If a; stranger appeanst 
Ainongst th6m> they make him, quite xinsdli- 
aled> a tender of every tlnng he may stand in 
need of for his refreshment There does the 
sportsman pursue Ins prey»through vineyards full 
of dbeUdeus groped, and m^n fields covered with 
lliat fruit> wi&out other barriers to protect them 

tihan mutual^ confidence^ No boards with ap-^ 

|Mi]ting inscripi^ns of stedf traps and spring guns 
Bimcpy the sight and disgrace the national cbarac-' 
ter of generosity^ by holding out to you in terro- 
Item the prospect of immediate deatii if you climb 
ever a hedge to pick up your game* 

It is witb no such apprehensive selfishness that 
tiie P<Hftugtiese countryman guards his property. 
I never coasted idong a mdcm field in my hfe, 
but the ^opnetor, if within sight, although un« 
known to me, would come forward and solicit 
my making choice of the ripest and best fruity 
without the least feding of interestedness : — ^nay, 
he would Imve felt indignant if a remuneration 
had evesi been prpifeied. 

Nothing could be more noble than the conduct 
of the lavradores (farmers) during the war: with-, 
out a prospect of indemnification they contributed 
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with all their means to fedlitate and asdbst the 
transport and other commissariat tosoiches of the 
service. I have seen some, who had only ia pair 
of oxen left, give them up to the exigendes of iha 
war withou^t a murmur. 

In a country where the useful arts have expe- 
rienced little or no improvement for many cenr 
turies, it is not surprising to see every thing con^ 
nected with agriculture ifk a state of primasval 
rudeness. The plough and harrow here made 
use of are of the most uncouth kind, and worked 
with buUocks, no other animal being capaMe of 
moving such clumsy apparatus. This is not the 
fault of the peasantry, but that of the government 
and higher orders of society, who n^lect the 
most interesting part of their duty, and pass over 
unnoticed the different degrees of improvement 
which they cannot help seeing effected in every 
other country but their own. But instead of 
adopting any of those useful inventions, to which, 
if they could see clearly, their own interest would 
prompt them> they shrug up their shoulders, 
and content themselves widi saying, ^' our fore* 
&thers got on very well, and why should we wish 
to do better r 

The old patriarchal custom of *' treading out 
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the com'' with oxen in order to shell it/ is still' in 
use in Portugal ; and each animal has a woinah 
ivalking immediately m his rear« following with 
outstretched hands to receive that which, if it 
reached the ground, might defile and conglome* 
rote whole heaps of grain. 

In the making of wine neither presses by meftns 
6f steam (a thing imknown in Portugal) nor ma* 
tihinery of any kind are used. Our ddicate females, 
who sip with such winning grace the juice of the 
Douro grape,' are to know that in the very liquid 
which they receive through thdr lips, human feet, 
llie trotters of the rude peasantry, have soaked; 
for no other machinery is here used in the process 
of wine making. 

The carts made use of in Portugal for every 
kind of purpose are heavy dnd clumsy beyond 
conception. The wheels are immoveable on the 
axletree; the diameter of the formeif, which are 
solid, is usually but three feet ; and their greatest 
thickness is towards the centre, the circumference 
of the wheel bding comparatively narrow and 
bound round with iron, which is fixed on with 
huge nails. The axletree is of wood, and from 
ten to twelve inches thick ; and this and its wheels 
move together with an abominable squeaking and 
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groaxaag under ihe dniasy body of the eart, wUeb 
is di^yped (not fixed) on it 

Ab Bn apology fer tbe hideous noise just nieii- 
tionedj the peasants aB^e that withoiit it the 
oxen irovldl not draw so well or perhaps at dL 
This may indeed be trnc^ for 4t is possible to ae- 
custom ahimals erven to greater absurdities. The 
caNnum places himself in front of the bullocks' 
faeadi^ touches or pri^ them with his agulhaft 
(goail)^ aa4 speaking to them at tiie same time, 
tims puts them in motion. The e^pupment wotdd 
not be complete^ if die beasts' headsr were Hna- 
domed wiih figas and vwomcas; and the cart 
itsetf) to keep of spefls^ invariably displays on same 
part of it that well known specific, a horse shoe; 
This same emblem of a good kick seems to have 
operated as a bi^bear on the supernatural per-^ 
sonages of erary country in Emrope. 

When going dong the road^ the Portuguese 
male peasanto are invariably heard singing. Love 
is generdljr the burthen of their doleful cfitties, 
for such they mdeed are^ mid of a most intolerably 
drawling Idnd. The women also tune up thdr 
teebles to no better eflfect than their spousesr; no- 
thing 'bdoig so monotonous as their airsii or so 
discord tot as .the execution of them. The women 
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are however by no means wanting in wit or re* 
partee : for on a {riend of mine seeing a saloia 
going aloiog on a burro^ followed by a string of those 
animals, and addressing her with ^^ Adeos mai dos 
burros/ ^^ adieu, mother of asses f she answered 
immediately, *' Adeos, meo filho/ with the utmost 
coolness and composure. 
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CHAPTER XIX, 



PORTUGUESE VILLAGES, PRODUCTIONS OF THE 
COUNTRY, &c- 



Portuguese hamlets and vfflages have a very pe- 
culiar appearance. The houses are covered with 
red tiles as in the citjr ; no such a thing as thatctt 
being known in the country. Tlie walls of these 
dwellings are of amazing thickness, and seem cal- 
culated to last for ever. The beams which form 
the frame- work of the roof are of proportionate 
sofidity, and appear intended to survive many « 
generation. 

Very few houses in the villages have more than 
the ground-floor; and if one of two stories is seen^ 
it may safely be conjectured to be the halntation 
of the curate. The churches are very neatly kept 
in their interior ; although the images on the altars 
are in general such miserable specimens ol wooden 
sculpture, and so ridiculous are their unmeaning 
faces, that the ignorant bumpkin himself, if not 
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336 QBOTBSaUB IMAOBS ON THEIR ALTARS. 

accustomed to see them from his infancy, would 
be miable to refrain from laughing at them, in- 
stead of feeling the veneration which they excite. 
So easy it is to pervert man's judgment^ if you 
only begin the work in his infancy. 

These apologies for saints have nevertheless 
their share of gilding, or rather the remains of it; 
for all those which I have seen in the country 
churches were very old, several without noses, 
and others wanting an arm or a leg. These 
little defidencids were however not known to af- 
fect their power of working miracles. 
• The manner in. which the menino Jesus Onfant 
Jesus) is dressed, would appear offensive to fo- 
reigners, if it were not at the same time too pre- 
posterously ridiculous to alarm the most sensitive 
piety. . He wears a bob wig well powdered, with 
H fjueue of adequate lengthy and bow of ribbons ; 
and the rest of his equipment is precisely similar 
to the inen's court di^esses of the last century, 
with datin knee-breeches, silk clock-stockings, 
kiiee-buckles and shoe-buckles, studded with mock 
diamonds. A silver or else tin glory is fastened 
on at the back of the wi^ ; and to complete the 
whol^, he wears the insignia of a knight of tike 
order of Christ at his button hole, 

jHis mother is also invariably seen dressed in a 
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feorn^pcmding cbstuirie/ with m enormous leadr 
dress well powdered; fine ear-rings, necklaces, 
-chains and orosses, hoop petticoats i^ith flounce^ 
and fiirbelows, clock stockings, and high-heeled 
emhroidered satin shoes. The surrounding at* 
4;ributes differ according to the peculiar character 
wider which she is adored. For instance, N« S; 
da Con9ei9ad is represented standing upon a cres«^ 
^ent, under which is seen writhing an enormous 
serpent. This it was which in some measure, in* 
duced modem sceptics to ascribe to this lady an 
astronomical origin, as being emblematical of the 
iiescent of the serpent Pytho on one side of the' 
horizon, on the appearance of Virgo and the child 
Horus on the other. 

N. S. da Conf ei9a8 is an object of almost universal 
worship in Portugal : to her are addressed the prayers 
of women in labour or in any other circumstances 
of difficulty and danger ; and to her are made on 
those occasions all kinds of promises of reward, 
in order to render her propitious, such as pounds 
oi wax candles, bottles of oil, &c. The miracles 
which she works are certainly 4^ery great; but 
being thus well paid for her trouble, the obliga* 
tion 48.^ greatly cancelled. - , 

N. S. da Penha de Franca has also unbounded 
celebrity : besides waxen legs, arms, eyes, breasts, 

z 
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and Imttocks^ with which her altars are fringed 
rounds Ihe walls of her sanctuary are decorated 
all over with little pictures in oils (in a style wor- 
thy of the suhject) illustrafiye of some of the 
myriads of miracles and cures performed by }^. 

Things are conceived to be miraculous in pro^ 
portion to the ^fficulty of achieving thm : to give 
therefore a good idea of the generality of Ihese, I 
will cite a couple which most attracted my obser- 
vation. On a piece of boards of about six inches 
by eighty was represented a man felling from a 
four-pair of stairs window^ and N. S. in a cloud, 
* looking straight before her like a doll ; tvhile un- 
derneath were written these words. *' Milagre q' 
fez N. S. da P^ de F** &c.'' '' Miracle performed 
by our Lady of P. F. on Manoel &c., who falling 
from a four-pair of stairs window only broke one 
of his legs, when he might very easily have frac- 
tured both.** 

Placed near this psdnting was another of ^[nilar 
dimensions, and apparently serving as a fellow to 
it. It exhibited a lady lying in bed, and N. S. in 
a cloud up in a corner of the room, looking, as in 
the former, any where but at the patient, The 
inscription imported as follows. ** Milagre q* fez 
Sec."* '' Miracle performed by N. S. de P. F. on 
Donna Fufia de tal who, being confined toAer bed 
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of a fever^ took some medicine with great faith in 
the above ladly and was cured/* 

These it wtU be allowed are not very miracu*^ 
lous miracles^ any more than that winch is always 
her accompanying mark of distinction; I mean 
the man who in her portraits is invariably seen te* 
presented as sound asleep at her feet with a ki« 
gwtoor enormous lizard dose to hk ear, from the 
mortal bke of which she is smd^ by her presence^ 
to have saved him. Now it is weU known to 
every one in the least acquainted with the natural 
history of Portugal and Spain, that the reptile, so 
Common in the southern climates of those couih 
tries, called guana by the Spaniards and lagarto 
by the Portuguese, is the most inoffensive of all 
creatures. It is perfectly innoxious, sand very easy 
to tame and to insk'uct in many odd tricks. I have 
d(me so with many, and can therefore vouch for tkm 
truth dp the assertion. 

In many parts of Portugal, as in Holland, tiie 
stork takes up Ms abode on the church towers in 
the villages, and is hekl in great veneration as 
God*s own bird. Great offeiK^ would be given to 
the villagers by the destruction of any of these 
Qseftil and inoffensive creatures^ It is impossible 
to aocoimt lor the feeling ^ superstitious awe 

2 2 
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which attacbea to tJiis bird in patticul(Mr> i^tb^ 
wise than by the ideas associated with the spot iw 
which he decidedly prefers to construct hia a))Qde. 
Hundreds of generations have been bred in the 
ftame nest on some of th^se steeples to the ix>m* 
pkte effacement of the walls whose surfaces ^e 
l^dkly incrusted with their excrement; nay on 
the top of som6 an artificial steeple has been pro* 
duced by the accumulation of it^ o^eripg/ at a dis* 
tanccy much the appearance of the real one. 
; I have already implied that the Portuguese 
peasants are some of the best creatures breath? 
ing : th^y in fact unite in their characters .every 
thing which constitutes a virtuous people^ Tbc 
men are Jaboripus and brave^ and theiwome;^ are 
chaste. For these good qualities they Are solely 
indebted to Providence, and not in the least to 
their clergy, most o( whom employ their leisure 
in devising means of debauching their female pa*? 
rishioners. Such .are the advantages of the vow 
of celibacy. . I could cite instances which I hav^ 
imtnessed from one end of Portugd^ to the other, 
and likewise in %ain and France, in support of 
this : assertion, but will confine myself to a fewj 
In a certain city in Portugal, I was lodged for se* 
yexal weeks in the house of a Franciscan friar, who^ 
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Convent had been tempm'^rily converted iiito an 
hospital;. This man Kved in incestuous commerce^ 
with his o;vrn sister. ■ 

f tn th^ aldea (village) of S. B., I slept one nigh^ 
in the 3iouse of the curate.: Previous to retiring^ 
to rest we had a glass of wine together, when he 
proposed to my companions and myself the choice 
©f all the females in his parish, ofiering his imme-r 
diate services to procure them. At Bbout midr 
ftight I was awakened by a noise of footsteps i» 
my room, and perceived by the light of the mooni 
the two nephews (not ta call them the illegitimate 
fioiis)- of diis holy man busily engaged over mjf 
eariteen, in emptying the contents of iny brandy 
bottles into an earthen jar for the pastor. 
^ On my fettim through the same aldea about 
twa months afterwards, I found written (with 
chalk upon the curate's door) by a friend and 
cQunf ryman of mine who had preceded me by two 

days>-'^ Dear ^ dont billet yourself here, foiJ 

the rascal has stolen our silver spoons *" 

'- ** The effrontery of the Portuguese clergy proceeds from 
their consciousness of impunity. A lavrador near Lisbon qbt 
serving that thei curate of his parish was indefatigable in his 
esdeavours to debauch his wife or daughter (I am not sure 
which) accosted this holy man^lwho, under the pretence of 
^ing pL shooting, -was hovering about the house^ threatening 
that unless he desisted from his purpose^ steps would be taken 
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The country to the northward of tbe Tagus i» 
exceedingly mountainoas and ragged; and the. 
pine abounds in most parts^ inrnishing the in- 
haUtants with a delieious fruit (pinhoes) which 
they seA m Lisbon in strings like rosaries^ having 
at their extrenuties small crosses made of the same 
kemela4 Here the olive tree is not so ccHnmen, 
nor its fruit so fine as in the isfouthem provinces. 
The country south of the Tagus isj, with the ex- 
ception of that part of it nearest the river^ chiefly 
covered vrith oak and cork trees i and the under- 
wood for many leagues together b composed of 
the gum cestus* It is with this shrub that the 
bakers at Estremos and throughout the Alemtqo 
heat their ovens ; and the smell of it^ which every 
where prevails^ is truly delightful; although to 
some strangers it is at first very overpowering. 

There are two kinds of acorn produced by the 
oak with which the latter province abounds ; and 
both serve as £ood for numerous herds of swine^ 



to compel him to do so. '^ I'll take good care to prevent that," 
tras the amwer of the priest, accompaidied by a discharge of 
hisfi^wluig piece mto the farmer's beams. The holy murdmr 
wasy it is troe» confin^ for his offence in the castle of S« 
George^ but that yns the whole extent of his punishment. 
But in {dating instances of deprarity in this class of men, 
which have come und^ my own observation^ I might prooe^ 
for eve?. 



Digitized by 



Google 



VARIOUS FRUITS. 343 

wfaich> for the sweetness of their flesh, and the pe^ 
culiar taste given to it by this description of food, 
are esteemed the best in Portugal. The sweet 
species of acorn are very pleasant to the taste; 
and it is not unfrequent to see them form a part 
of the dessert at provincial tables. 

The cork tree is of various essential uses to the 
natives. At certain periods they separate the 
bark in cylindrical pieces fircmi the trunk, and thus 
obtain a vessel which joined at top and bottom by 
small wooden pegs^ serves two purposes : for bee 
hives, and receptacles for those oKves which are 
prepared for the table« A cortif o (cork vessel) 
full of olives is sold in the Alemtejo for about a 
pound sterling: — ^that is when the fruit is of the 
best kind ; and it may not be out of place to re^ 
mark that the olives are so fine and large in the 
vicinity of Elvas, that they are almost invariably 
made to pass for those of Seville, not only in Lis- 
bon, but in other countries. 

I never saw apples of so large a size, or of such 
excellent flavour, as those of Montemor b Novo in 
the Alemtejo. This town is remarkable for the 
immense quantities of apples and quinces which 
abound in the whole of its neighbouihood ; and 
of these fruit trees the hedges are formed. The 
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Species of the former called " bem poata^'" are ^f 
deserved celebrity, 

A few leagues from Evora in a northwest di- 
rection is a sanall village called Alcacova^ d^ 
Ro£»s from the quaxttities: of beautiful moss roses^ 
growing wild about its hedges in €>very diiredion* 
They are as numerous as the black berries in our 
own hedge-rows. 

c The plums, which grow at Guimaraens in the 
north of Portugal atid are preserved by. the nima 
in round fiat boxes ornamented with paper curi^ 
ously cut, are justly esteemed superior to the 
dried fruit of any country. The Portugiiese are 
famous for their sweetmeats of every description i 
quince marmalade, candied pears> and above all 
that delicious sweet called by them chilacayota ; 
whicb I believe is made prindpally of ihe abobra^ 
a long white kind of pumpkin or gourd. 
- / Besides* these exquisite sweetmeats,, they make 
particularly in the Alemtejo, a cake called by them 
^ bolo podre/ the principal ingredients of which 
are the flour of maize or Indian corn, oil aqd 
honey. It is really ddBciws ; and. I never met 
with an Englishman who did not find it so, until: 
told that oil was a principal ingredient, aild, thei^ 
it would have been unnatibnal not to. call it detests 
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able. ^ I havel iivilnessed the' same prejudicemtb 
respect to dishes prepared with garUc; ; 

: The fig?' in the Algarve * form a chiief part of 
the conmierce of that province^ or kingdoin as it 
is termed. Besides those which are exported m 
ceiras (round baskets), great quantities are mixed 
up with sweet almonds, an<]t made .into the shape 
of rabbits, biids, &c. to be brought upon table at 
dessert. This mixture is of a very delicious fla-t 
VDur. . 

: Great quantities of marinated atum (a fish 
caught in the bay of Cadiz) is pr^ared and ex-^ 
ported in small barrels by the Algarvian^:^ — it is 
too oleaginous and rich to eat much of. 
1 The spirituous liquor most generally fabricated 
and consjdmed by the natives of Portugal i$ 
ajguardente d'Erva doce, or brandy of aniseeds 
Of ihi^ tiie: people drink: great quantitieiS,: an4 
strangers very soon arrive itt liking it, dtiioygh it 
may not at first appear inviting to the palate. 
The use of any light beverage such as beer or 
dder is unknown. If a Portuguese enters a 
** loja de Bebidas" to quench his thirst, he asks 
for a lemonade or a glass of capillaire, the former 
of which tiiey have a particular knack of well pre^ 

* In Moorish, Algarbia, which signifies fertile country. 
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paringv wfaidi is I believe attribntable to liidr 
sweetening it with capMlaire instead of sugar* 

Many ^d^viduals have however tried^ and with 
some Jiegree of success^ Ihe speculation of opening 
cellars for ihe sale of bottled^beer in some of the 
prindpal sbreets of the metropofis^ where fin 
reigners^ particularly Germans^ are constantly seen 
playing at draughts, chess^ or backganmxon> sinok^ 
ing segars and drinking been Tius manner of 
spending a leisure moment became quite the fii^ 
shion in Lisbon immediately a();er the wai; but it 
18 difiScult to bend the palate to a &shion, however 
irilling. we may be to do so for mode sake ; and I 
have frequently observed a group of young Lisbcm 
bloods sit down with great courage to bottled 
beer and segars and strive with all their might to 
swallow their potations without exhil»1ing by their 
faceshow repugnant it was to their tastes. Such 
are the painM sacrifices of folly to fashion! 
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CHAPTER XX. 



POLITICAL CONSPIRACY AT LISBON IN 1817. ' 

In devoting my concluding chapter to the melaii- 
choly scene winch forms the subject of the two {Nre« 
sent draiinngs^ I shall confine myself to a simple 
statement of those £Bu;ts which were -permitted to 
meet the public eye. State trials in Portugal^ as 
well of those of other descriptions^ being conducted 
in perfect secrecy^ all attempts to expkiil what 
we do not know would only tend to lead into 
error. 

- In 1817 a conspiracy was dis(k>Tered to imve 
been formed to overthrow the exiting order of 
government ; and the parties concerned in it were 
arrested^ on the eve of the day appointed for the 
commencenient of their operations. 

The trial of the whole" of the conspirators^ 
amoimting in number to about five and twenty, 
was as usual kept so secret that nothing was 
known,, even by the families: of the offenders, of 
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350 DIFFICULTT OF PROCUBINQ A HANGMAN. 

ihe fate which awidted ihem. Only one execution 
for treason having been known to take place for a 
great number of years^ the unusual nature of the 
crime> and the confidence reposed in the king^s 
character for lenity^ tranquillized the minds of all 
those connected with the offenders and prevented 
apprehemdon for iheir lives. 

The day however arrived when each criminal 
was to be made acquainted with his impending fate. 
That some were to suBfer was wall known fof 
about a fortnight before the day of ejcecutiQU, hy, 
reason of the difficulty said to e^st of procuring a 
couple of executi<mers ; one not b^g deemed siif* 
fieient^ and the place, df the hc^ oiie not havuag^ 
since his demise, been filled up. It was custom- 
ary in^ Portugal that the hangman dfiouU be a 
eulprit under sentence of death, re£|)ited 4ariag 
pleasure for the performance of these functions. 

The Lonoeuro or ocKprmion JaS, yf9s at this mo- 
ment filled widi men. so <:iremnstaneed ; but evetf 
one of them refosed to aec^ of. the fiituation> 
which was offered in this moment of necessity* 
One wretdi in particular had been in the Limodjrq 
thirteen years. On his entrance into it, Im was 
condemned to death for his twdfth murder; aad 
the place of haiigman being vsaaA he volunteered 
to fill it. This was i^^fused him^ but such is the 
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lioTefily isMumet ot diBpensing justice in Pf>rtuga| 
that th^y had forgotten to hang hiiki; mi he had 
thus reiMitted^ as I have ahote said, thirteen years^ 
H« would have still been uanotioed^ but tlmt ill 
rioting witii a fellow prisoner he happened to jitick 
hia kiafe into his comrade's heart; and this ror 
minded the jurtices of what they had hrfore fiirr 
gotten. Hie plaee of executioner wasoflfered lam 
now^ as an only alternative by which he nught hope 
to prolong his days ; hut this he jq^mmed at^ say- 
ing that when he had thought it wordi havings it 
was refused him^ and that now that he had been 
so long m prison^ he preferred (if equally a^pree^ 
able to them) being hanged. 

He was accordingly gratified in his wishes, more 
ont of spleen at his i^sal, than as a fSur lewaid 
tcfr Mb HHsdeeds. This man^s fir»t nuurder ww 
connnitted under tte following drcumstances. 
He was wandering about in the woods between 
Aldea Gallego and Montemor o novo ; wh^a ob- 
serving a substantial looking lavrodor oooung along 
the road on Ms mule^ he tlH'ew himself down on 
the ground and began to moan ui the most pite- 
ous manner, pretending to have been taken seri-^ 
ously ill from hunger and want. The good lav-* 
rador had compasaion on the impostor and oflfered 
to take him to his own house^ wluch was not many 
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tnSies ^timt :' and m£h ins acnistence ihe villaai 
i¥a8 at last seated liehind him on U^^ This 

was the fellowV object and they had not proceeded 
far^ before he stabbed his bene&etor througii the 
heart and rode off with his numey and innle. He 
was however soon takeaa up and Ihwwh iiato .jailj 
tait his uncle coining forward with a little of diat 
whidi prevails more or less in every country aiid 
hi every case, the fellow wias released. 

As he was well aware of the cai^ of his re* 
lease, an Idea occurred to him that had never en^ 
tered his head before, wh^h uras, that his uncle 
must be possessed of money, 4noe be came doym 
with it so readily to save a nephew; whom he had 
scarcely ever seen. His resolution was soon taken; 
and on his uncle's birth day, lind^ pretence of 
pa^ghim the customary congratulations, and at 
the satne time to express how grateful were his 
feelings for the late :^gnal service rendered him, 
he went to his house in the country* Whilst em* 
foradng the good man, he observed that, with the 
exception of a child, th^re was no one else in the 
house. He therefore stabbed lus uiicle throu^ 
the back, and robbed .the house quite ldsurely» 
having first secured the dpors. When such men 
as these are fourteen or fifteen years trying to get 
hanged, wheije twelve murders are hardly sufficient 
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to itttrad; ihe serious attention of justice^ an idea 
may be fonned of the nature of its administration 
in Portugal. . 

This wretch^ as I have aWe stated, havii^ re-- 
fused to become hangman, and no one else b^ing 
{oimd who chose to take Upon himself that of&ce, 
it became necessary to send to Oporto for that 
city's executioner, who having at length arrived^ 
measures began to be taken for the speedy en-< 
forcement of the sentences. The public stiU coh«-. 
tinued in ignorance of what was to take place, and 
only were able to conclude that some were to suf- 
fer, i&om the circumstance of the unusual sight of 
a gallows being erected on the Campo de S. Anni^ 
fuid several corps of troops being ordered to repair 
to the ground at a certain hour in the mornings 
whilst othera were directed to form near the Li-^ 
moeiro and await the arrival of the dvil power; 
These at length arrived, with the brotherhood of 
the misericordia carrying the banner of our lady 
and five biers, and accompanied by a number of 
monks, as confessors and comforters of liiose whose 
sentence it was to suffer. 

The whole of the accused were then drawn out 
of their dungeons^ and collected in the passage, 
from whence they were called according as. they 
stood on the magistrate's list^ to have their sen<* 

A a 
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tences read to them. Here some^ vrtio least ex* 
pected it, learnt that they were released ; others 
that they must embark forthwith for P^drais Ne- ^ 
gras ; one, a foreigner, was sent out of ike coun- 
try ; whilst twelve were informed that they were 
within a few hours of te^inaiing, their career 1^ 
an ignominious death. The latter were then im- 
mediately ^tripped of the clothes they had on in 
prison, and equipped in a white cotton gown, with 
a hood to it for the purpose of drawing over the 
&ce. Each had a rope of several yards in length 
tied round his waist with a large coil of it behind. 
They were all barefoot, and had their heads unco* 
vered. 

. As soon as the sufferers were thus prepared, two 
or three monks took possession of each, in order 
to shrive him of his sins; and the processionr moved 
slowly and mournfully towards the place of execur 
lion. It was nearly twelve o'clock when they ar- 
rived there, although they had started at about 
ten, and the distance ^as scarcely more than a 
mile and a quarter: so loth are we to qmt life, 
and so great is our hope even to the last moment. 
It was found necessary to allow the condemned to 
pit down every now and then, such was iSbe ex- 
hausted and emaciated state of most of them : — 
indeed I never recollect having seen such misera- 
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ble spectre-like looking beings as these man. 
Their beards had grown to a prodigious length ; 
owing to their haying been refused the use of 
razors during their imprisonment. Their dress 
being excessiyely scanty, their heads and feet bare, 
the day exceedingly cold, and their feelings not 
calculated to revive them much, all these drcum- 
> stances tended to augment the sadness of thei^ 
appearance. 

The five biers above mentioned were for the 
purpose of carrying away for private interment the 
bodies of those whose sentence did not extend to 
being burnt. Of the twelve sentenced only eleven 
were executed here; the twelfth being incarcerated 
in Fort S. Julian, was executed in the morning 
early of the same day on the ground opposite to 
that fort, his body was burnt, and his ashes being 
thrown into the Tagus, the executioners then re- 
turned under escort to Lisbon, and joining the 
cortege at the door of the Limoeiro, marched with 
it to the €ampo de S. Anna. 

The sentence of those six for whom biers were 
not brought, was, that after being hanged they 
should be decapitated, burnt, and their ashes 
thrown into the river. A pile of pitch barrels, 
underwood^ and other combustibles had therefore 
A a 2 
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366 REPUGNANCE. XO WITNESS THE EXECUTION. 

been erected during, the same nighty mithin a few 
paces of the gallows. 

In any other country the prospect of a scene 
like this would have attracted crowds of people ;. 
and places and windows would have been let at 
extravagant prices ; but to the honor of the Por- 
tuguesis nation^ a feeling diametrically opposite 
was evinced on all sides. From the moment that 
the hammers of the artificers were heard erecting, 
during the. night the necessary preparations for the 
dismal scene of the following, day, every, family re- 
siding, in the Campo de S. Anna betook itself to 
retire into the country in order to avoid witnessing 
it. I was on the ground at an early hour, and 
did not leave it until a very latp one, and can there- 
fore affirm that of all the houses in the Campo de, 
S. Anna there, was not one single instance of a 
window being otiierwise than closely shut up, both 
sashes and shutters. The few persons who ap- 
peared on the ground were entirely of the canaille, 
as I did not observe^ a well dressed individual 
amongst them. Even the greater part of these 
were women of the^ lowest orders. 

The troops formed a square enclosing a consi- 
derable space ; they were asfollowa; the^ 16th regi- 
ment of infantry, called by the Porta|guese Vieira 
Telles from the name of its old commanding of- 
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licer; several companies of police infantry; a 
squadron of police cavalry ; and a squadron of the 
Alcantara regiment of cavalry; 

Immediate round the gallows stood the suf- 
ferers, their monks, the brotherhood of mercy, and 
the officer^ of justice. One of the latter, who wafe 
provided with a fist, called oiit the name of the in- 
dividual whose' turn it was to suffer; upon which 
the executioner and his assistant who were stand- 
ing at thfe foot of the ladder came forward to as- 
sist the unwilling culprit to mount it H^re it 
became evident that they had all entertained Hopes 
of pardon up till the last moment ; arid when these 
suddenly vanished, they exhibited an agoiiy of de- 
spair which it would be vain to describe: Pinto, 
an ensign of the 16th foot (then on the ground) 
was the first who ascended : it is impossible to 
form a just idea of this man's' countenance when 
bordered by the executioner to end his devotions, 
and on seeing the monk pirepare to descend the 
ladder. The same rope with which each indivi- 
Hual came provided served to hang him. When 
Seated at a convenient height near the top of the 
ladder, the rope was loosened firom their waists; one 
end of it formed into a noose round the neick, and 
the other fastened to the gallows. Whilst the 
hangman was doing this, his assistant was tying 
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368 CABRAL, A CONSPIRATOBi HIS HORROR OF DEATH. 

the offender's feet together, (his hands were tied 
on leaving the prison) and the confessor^ holding a 
crudfix hefore his eyes, urged him to leave none 
of his sins unrevealede When all was ready, the 
executioner made sign to the motk to have done ; 
then drawing the hood over the culprit's hce, he 
placed his left foot between his wrists as in a stirrup, 
and giving a signal to the assistant below to detach 
the man's feet from the ladder, both sufferer and 
hangman swung off together, the latter riding <m 
the neck of the former. By this means death is 
much more expeditious than in our mode of hang- 
ing, however revolting the manner of it may ap- 
pear to nations unused to it. 

One individual in particular, named Cabral, 
evinced the greatest terror at death. When his 
prayers were over, and the executioner became 
impatient, tMs poor young wretch begged in 
the most piteous language to be allowed to say 
only one more act of contrition, which being 
granted, he begged for another and another; then 
prayed for leave to breathe one minute more; and 
when at last the hangman drew down his cap and 
prepared to swing off with him, such was the con- 
vulsive agony of the sufferer, that notwithstanding 
his emaciated state, and the pondrous weight of 
the hangman, he fairly lifted the latter up, and 
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EXHAUSTION OF THE LAST SUFFERERS. 359 

borstiiig the ligature of his bands^ and seizing the 
noose which began to tigb^n round his neck^ it 
was with difficulty they could detach hi3 fingers 
from it. 

Some of the prisoners were so weak and 
exhausted^ that it was found necessary to procure 
chairs for them. Each execution took about half 
an hour, so that it may well be imagined that Ibe 
last must have been pretty well exhausted with 
cold^ hunger^ fatigue^ and horror. The monks 
appeared to me to do their duty on this occasion 
with much credit to themselves^ and with more ap 
pearance of real feeling than I could have expected 
to see in men of their abandoned lives. All that 
I heard them say appeared to be very much to the 
purpose; and when after their entreaties^ the 
dying sinners made avowals of the heinousness of 
their projected crimes^ the former urged them to 
speak out in order that the world might hear them 
confess the justice of their sentence. Each of ihem 
in his turn acknowledged that the object of the 
conspiracy was not only the subversion of the ex- 
isting order of things ; but that it was also di* 
rected to other views which, if they had succeeded, 
must have been productive of the greate&t possible 
confusion. They begged pardon of their sove^ 
reign, and of every individual in the state, and 
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those wHo left f^unifieii implored the conipasi^on c^ 
Aeir countrymen to^i/ds the helpless kdd forlorn 
eondition of their wites and children. 

As the government did not appear to be alto-' 
^ether lyitiiont its apprehensions as to the tran- 
quillity of Ae people during the execution of the 
law on the above persons, the Campo de S; Anna 
tvas chosen in preference to any other spot, owing 
tdit being fully commanded by the castle of S. 
George, on the opposite hill which completely sees 
into it. The officers commanding the trbops were 
also exceedingly vigilant, and this feeling of dis- 
trust of the people seems to have prevailed 
amongst the troops, for at about half-past nine at 
iiight a murmur was heard in rear of the I6tH 
foot, froin some cause which was never properly 
explained ; aiid as it continued to encrease and to 
be attended with some movement and bustle^ the 
troops witiiout waiting for instructions faced to 
the light about and charged the rabble. 

The confusion which this produced isr inconceiv- 
able : every one being then suddenly eonvniced' 
' that there was a rising amongst the people, fiie 
offices of justice took to thdr heels, the monks 
followed tiieir example, the banner of Nossa Sen- 
hora da misericordia was thrown away by its 
bearer; thelanthorns were knocked to pieces and 
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the patibulum abandoned by every one excepting 
the hangman, his assistant, and a poor wretch sit- 
ting at the top of the ladder with the moon shin* 
mg full in his face, in which I could perceive a 
glimmering of hope that the confusion might be 
productive of an alteration in his destiny. 

It may be asked how I could have made this^ 
i>bservation, seeing that there everywhere reigned 
such consternation; to this I will answer, that 
although I had at the first impulse done as I saw 
others do, that is, take to my heels, I no sooner 
heard the voice of the brigadier calling out " nad 
he nada" — nothing is the matter, than I lost no 
time in resuming my post, not to let a single op* 
portimity elapse of making my observations. By 
degrees tr^uiquillity was restored, the fragments of 
our Lady's lanthoms were picked up, some of the 
monks and justices resumed their places, and the 
poor wretch at the top of the ladder was turned 
off. 

It was. now ten o'clock at night, and the foot of 
the gallows was one complete, heap of dead bodies* 
Those who were allowed burial were removed in 
tjhe.biers, that is, the five first that came to hand, 
for I did not observe that any choice was made, 
and it then became necessary to get the other six 
up on the platform of boards placed over the pile 
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of combostibles. This operation was not an easy 
one^ for both the executioners had been working 
since the morning without taking any refreshment, 
and were consequently very much exhausted and 
weakened. 

The night began to darken, the clouds occa- 
sionally intercepting the light of the moon* It 
th^efore was necessary to procure torches which . 
were given to some galley slares to hold, who 
were chained by the leg two by two. It was also 
attempted to get them to drag the bodies up on 
the pile, but the attempt was not only fruitless 
but productive of still greater inconvenience ; for 
these cut-tiuroat looking rascals considered the 
proposal of their touching an '* enforcado*" (a 
hanged body) so derogatory to their dignity and 
honor, that all with one accord threw ftown thdr 
torches in the most violent rage, swdkring tiiat 
they should now consider themselves disgraced if 
they even contributed to light up such a scene. 
To compel them was out of the questicm : they 
swore it was not their duty ; that they were gal- 
ley slaves but not hangmen or hangmen's assist- 
ants ; and without waiting for frirther ^^ers they 
walked off the ground with the feeblea^jUort tiiat 
guarded them, consisting of a few old veterans. 

Bread and wine were therefore procured for the 
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BODIES OF THE CONDEMNED. 963 

hangman and his assistant who^ haying gat^red a 
little more strength, succeeded at last in dragging 
the six hodies hy the heels up the little laddei^ 
and placing them in a row on the platform^ Thid 
done, they unsheathed their long knives and perr 
formed the operation of amputating the heads 
with astonishing dexterity. Nothing now re- 
mained to be done but the burning of the bodies* 
The pile being set fire to on all sides, SQon blazed 
up with much violence. 

At first I observed nothing particular about the 
bodies ; but, no sooner were the strings consumed 
which tied the hands together^ than both arms 
sprang up and remained stretched out ; the fin- 
gers dropping off one by one. The same thing 
happened to the lower extremities. These effects 
of fire vpon dead carcases were construed by 
some of the ignorant bystanders into superhuman 
proofs of the innocence of men, whom they had 
just.before heard making a full confession of re- 
bellious stratagems. Some exclaimed " See how 
he extends his arm to attest his innocence in the 
sight of heaven.*' 

The ipile being entirely consumed^ some cinders 
were gc* . red out of mere form and scattered by 
the hangman in the Tagus ; after which he was 
reconducted to his dungeon previous to his return 
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964 BURNING THE BODIES OF THE GONPEMNED. 

|o Oporto: — t^x it must be undetstopd that tli« 
hangmen in Portugal are always in close confine*- 
ment for life, although in other respects they are 
well off, being paid and fed, besides having certain 
perquisites on occasions where their ministry is 
required. 

The. sketch, from which these two drawing^^ 
were made, was taken pn the spot. The second 
is precisely similar to the first with the sole differ- 
ence of the lapse of time of two <)r three minutes. 
The same culprit who in the first is sitting on the 
ladder is in the second already turned off; and a 
similar progress of time will be observed in all th^ 
other personages. The process of hanging here 
described is that which is in use all over Portugal 
when offenders are sentenced tQ death. 



THE END. 
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